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CHAP. I. 


5 As anxious now to leave, as he had been 
to reach Switzerland, Clement ſet off next 
morning, by break of day, for Chamberry, + 
where be arrived between ſix and ſeven that 
evening. He had ordered the poſtillion to © 1 
the ſame inn he had been at before. Neither 
his countenance nor figure, once having 
been ſeen, were eaſily forgot; the landlady, _ 


therefore, inſtantly recollected, and ſeemed : E 
very happy to ſee him, adding— Df . 

" Your little pit promiſes to be is 10 4 
moral. of you, Sir; and is ſo grown, I am "= 
> you will hardly know her again“ | 
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« Tam \happy to hear it,“ replied Clement, 
rather ſurpriſed, ſince the child was ſtill there, 


ſhe did not alſo mention his wife; but cer- 


tain of gaining intelligence from Jeannette, 


added, Where ſhall I find her?” 


As his daughter's abode d not fixd d 
when he left her at Chamberry, his queſtion 


was too natural to excite wonder, and the | 
hoſteſs ſummoned one of the maids to con- 


duct Monfienr to Mademoiſelle Jeannette's. 


q 


During his ſhort walk, it forcibly occurred 
to him, that had his impatience allowed him 
time for ſerious reflection, it would have 


ſooner ſtruck him that this was the moſt 


probable place either to ſee or hear of the 
| Baroneſs. 8 


Jeannette, in a tranſport 7 joy, 4 to 
meet her maſter the moment he entered her 


room, with her young charge in her arms, 


exclaiming— 


* Here 


Ry ww 


bh * 
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cc Ran is your ſweet girl, preſenting her | 


to the enraptured father; * ould you have 


known her again, Sir? Have not I been a 
good nurſe : "oh 


* 


c fondly embraced the ſmiling 
lovely babe, who, though unconſcious of 


their affinity, ſeemed pleaſed to ſee him, and 


made him for the moment forget her mother. 


« You deſerve great credit, my good 


girl,” ſaid he, addreſſing Jeannette, and 


I promiſe you that your care ſhall not go un- 
rewarded ;—but when did you ſee the 


Baroneſs ?” 


60 Never ſince the = after you left us, 


« Not that I know of, my ts as, like 


yourſelf, I have never ſeen her ſince we 


parted in this town, nor can I even gueſs 


whither ſhe has bent her ſteps.” 


{ 


2 © ne 


Sir,” ſhe replied, evidently ſurpriſed at the 
queſtion; * 15 not ſhe here, or _ * the 
continued | 


** ? . 
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« My God! you don't ſay fo, Sir. Here 


is a letter I received from my Lady mor 
than two months ago; and I have been i in 


conſtant expectation of ſeeing Mademoiſelle 


Deneſir for this laſt fortnight; and was fo 


"pleaſed to ſee you in her ſtead,” 


Clement, ſcarcely attending to what ſhe 

ſaid, impatiently opened the letter: it merely | 
:ontained three lines, recommending the 
infant Maria to Jeannette's further care, as 


ſhe ſhould not be able to ſee them probably 


for ſome time; but ſhe might expect Made. 
moiſelle Denefir in the courſe of a month or 
fix weeks, from whom ſhe would learn her 
further orders the incloſed note for a thou- 


ſand livres was to defray her expences till 
that time. 


8 Fit F have nat ſpent a third of the money, | 


Sir,” ſaid Jeannette, while her maſter ſlowly 


folded up the letter; * and I have kept an 
account of every farthing I have expended. 
| But have you been in Switzerland, E 

os 1 came 


2 


nd 


CY 


Ys 


vly 
an 


ed. 


8 


me 


5 relinquiſhed all the hopes ſhe had once ven- 
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« T came from thence. T he Buropels } 
has diſpoſed of her eftates, and is gone into. 
Germany, it is reported; as for myſelf, her <2 
behaviour appears to me ſo extraordinary, 1 
ſcarcely know what to believe. Here, hows 
ever, my daughter ſhall remain no longer; 4 
therefore are you inclined to accompany the 
child and me to Paris? it, ſhall then be at 
your own option to proved; or not, to 
England.—I neither want the ability nor the 
will to reward either your paſt or fun 
ſervices,” 7 

150 the early part of their acquaintance, 
Jeannette had felt a very tender ſentiment 
in favour of her elegant fellow-ſervant ;, but 
as ſhe ſoon diſcovered the bent of his and 


the Baroneſs's inclination, ſhe very prudently _ 


tured to form; and, from the moment he 
became her maſter, ſhe had invariably treat- 
ed him with a degree of reſpect, as flattering 
to her miſtreſs, as it was demonſtratiye of the 
eſteem ſhe really felt for Davenport— 
* Made - "of 


* BLLESMBRE.| 
Mademoiſelle Dir had, time out > 


mind, been her averſion, and ſhe had been 


extremely hurt when ſhe underſtood ſhe was 


to receive the Baroneſs's orders through her 
medium; ſhe” therefore joyfully acceded to 
Clement's propoſal, as ſhe was doatingly fond 


of the child, and entertained no doubt of the 


liberality of the man ſhe felt very happy it 


was become her duty to obey. 


'Þ 


- 


Davenport, who began ſeriouſly to ſuf- 


pet his wife rather wiſhed to ſhun than to 
meet him, was very undecided how to act. 
Mademoiſelle Deneſir was evidently in all 
her ſecrets, and, it ſhould appear, was ſtill 
in Switzerland ; 


| from her, therefore, the 
ſteward, or the purchaſer of the Grand-Pre 


eſtates, he might learn ſome particulars, 
which would enable him to form a rather 


better judgment of her intentions than he 
could do without ſuch aſſiſtance. But then 
under whoſe protection could he ſend 


Jeannette and his child to Paris ?—He re- 


ſolved to conſult his 1 as he was very 


anxious | 


By . I OO TREY 


155 * 


8 


3 | 480 » * 853 
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anxious for their immediate departure; a 


therefore took leave of them for the preſent, 
promiſing to return as ſoon as he had ſettled 


every NP relative to their n 
journey. : 8 | 

As he ay his ſteps. to the inn, 1 
vainly endeavoured to account for the 
Baroneſs's inexplicable conduct. Had 


ſhe voluntarily abandoned both huſband ant 


child?“ This was a queſtion he could not 
reſolve. A thouſand things might have Oc» 
curred he was not aware of, vhiſpered Hope 3 
when the reflection that ſhe had not thought 
proper to remit him a ſingle livre ſince they 


parted, which had never before entered his 
head, came acroſs him. She did not ſup- 
poſe him in want, he preſumed ; {till as ſhe - 
had, during their ſtay at Flofence, appeared 


particularly anxious to ſupply him even with 
the means of being extravagant in his i- 
vate expences, perhaps becauſe ſhe he 
found him invariably delicate in "declining 8 
all ſuch favours, he thought her late, not 


B 4 very 


very conſiſtent with her former behaviour; 


— e " * 


\ 
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If, however, ſhe felt aſhamed of the fayour 
ſhe had ſhewn him, and had ſeized the op- 


portunity he had afforded her, to withdraw 
| herſelf from his protection, ſhe had acted 


right in not ſupplying him (as ſhe might 
ſuppoſe) with the means of purſuing her in 
her flight, or even diſcovering her retreat. 


The appearance of the inn changed the 
unpleaſant train of his thoughts, and he 
briefly informed the hoſteſs of his wiſhes to 
ſend his daughter and her nurſe to Paris, 
under proper protection, in caſe of accidents, 
as the neceſſity he was under of returning 
into Switzerland prevented him from ac- 


companying them * 


The hoſteſs's brother was a (Virturin} 

ca:rier, accuſtomed to travel with families 
of the firſt diſtinction, ſhe aſſured him, and 
had excellent carriages and horſes ; and ſhe. 
would be anſwerable for the ſafety of Made- 
moiſelle if ſhe was entruſted to his care ;— | 
fortunately 


75 | „ 
, 
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fortunately he had returned that very Any | 
from conveying a Mz Lord Auglois to 
$ Naples ſhould ſhe ſend for him ?—Clement 

; requeſted ſhe would : -he found him ſo in- 
: telligent, and ſo much accuſtomed to tra- 
velling, they ſoon, came to an agreement; 
1 


and the man retired, promiſing to be alt 
| Mademoiſelle Jeannette's door, with an 
Engliſh mer -chaiſe, by ſeven. o'clock the 
next morning. | 


Davenport gave her immediate notice of 
the propoſed arrangement, and a letter to his 


, Valet, in caſe he ſhould not be returned to 
P Paris when they arrived ; though he thought 
> 1t far more probable he ſhould take a con- 


ſiderable advance upon them, as they were 

to travel with the ame horſes, and very 
leiſurely, for fear of rien the infant - VN 
Maria. 1 r -s, RES: | 
| Hain ſeen them FIR ah hnughy 
recommending. them to the care of their 
conductor, he ſet out upon his return to 

Et | 3 5 Geneva. 
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Geneva. Jeannette had given bim direc- 


tions to all Mademoiſelle Deneſir's relations, 


and to ſome other people, whom ſhe thought 


the moſt likely to give him information of 
the Baroneſs, who ſhe prognoſticated would 
ſoon follow her child; more actuated by a 
wiſh to raiſe her maſter's ſpirits, than from 


entertaining any great. hopes that ſhe would 
verify her prediction. Nor was Clement - 


much more ſanguine in his expectations ; 


from the ſteward he hoped to derive the 


moſt material information; and as he reſided 
at Lauſanne, thither he reſolved to proceed 
without ppg at Geneva. ; 

His mind, hs] in a ſtate of agitation, 
rendered him very averſe to running the-riſk 
of being recognized by any of his former 


friends in that city. He therefore ordered the 


poſtillion, who drove him from Carouge, to 


proceed through Geneva to Swheron, know- 


ing he could procure horſes at the Hotel 
D' Angleterre in that beautiful village, when, 
in 1 the en Banquet, the caught 


* 


r 


1 v 2 * 4 
#3 * # 
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fight of the well-known travelling coach inf I h 
which Madame de Grand-Pre firſt left“ | 


and, as he ſuppoſed, had returned into 


Switzerland. Tie bad not time to ſtop hi, 
poſtillion before it paffed him ; but- the in- 


ſtant the man pulled up, he jumped out, 

haſtily bidding him proceed to the inn, and 
ran, with a heart as light as his heels, after 
the equipage he was convinced contained the 
Baroneſs, who was doubtleſs now upon her 


road to Chamberry. What, therefore, was 


his diſappointment, having ſtopped the car- 


riage, and haſtily flung open the door, to 
perceive ouly Mademoiſelle Deneſir aud a 


e he had never r ſeen before! 


T heir mutual aſtoniſſiment kept all 


parties filent for a few ſeconds. Clement, 


firſt recovering himfelf, enquired, in a, tone 
of haughty impatience, where the lady had 


left the Baroneſs ?—Her colour varied every 
ſucceeding moment, and her confuſion was 


ſo evident, he was going to repeat bis queſ- 
| BG 


— 


: fuſe or alarm you, Ma'am, 
« So near Geneva, and at ſo early an hour, 


Erlass. 


tion in a much more peremptory manner, 
when the exclaimed— _ - 


* 


. Kay ald you alarm me ſo, Daven- 


| port 121 proteſt I took you for a robber— 


you have frightened me to death! - 
At was not my intention either to con- 
Was the reply. 


I ſhould hardly conceive it poſſible you could 


| ſuppoſe I bad any evil intentions ;—all I re- 


queſt to know is, where J may meet the 
Baroneſs?—1 preſumne you are Soing to 
Chamberry WE | 
Les No, I mean; what. ſhould take 
m2 there? You have ſtartled me ſo, I don' 4 
know what I am ſaying. The Baroneſs 1 
think you aſked for ?—ſhe is gone into Ger- 
many, and has ere this, I ſhould imagine, 


reached the Royal Chapter-houſe at Prague, 


where, 1 underftood, ſhe meant to refide tall 5 


ſhe married.” 


« Till the marries ! WW EI the aſto- 


niſhed Clement, 8 Pray what. am I to un- 
6 b 8 derftand | 


: 5 4 - * 4 
g x 1 5 _ "5 4 i 
+ 
O oy 2 * 1 
* l N ? 5 76 * 
"i £3 7 & « * * 
7 A; | 


derſtand * 1 A an anſar; to Ss 
ſimple an enquiry, Mademoiſelle ? May I | 


requeſt you would not trifle with me ſn ab- S 


furaly 7”. 52-1445 
„ Trifle with you ſo abfurdly Fol 
forget yourſelf ſtrangely, young man; indeed 


I hardly know wy I ſatisfied. your cane 


Pere Hand 7 my 1 This. is the 


Baroneſs's Engliſh courier you have heard 


both her and me mention, Mr. Dubois,“ 


turning to her companions « who married 
her Swiſs attendant,” 4 8075 

_ Clemwdt' s firſt aftoniſhment now v gave way 
to indignation, and haſtily tanning towards 


| the gentieman— 


i 2 


oy If I miſtake not, Sir, you are the pur-- | | 
chaſer of the Caſtle of Grand-Pre; as the 7 
Baroneſs's huſband, I have therefore a right 


to requeſt you would give me all the inform- 
ation in your power 3 that ROE 
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* The fellow is mad l' ſcreamed Made 
moiſelle Denefir, or rather Madame Dubois, 
for ſuch ſhe now was. © Pray, my dear, 
order the coachman to drive on ;—do not 
let us be detained any longer.” : 
Upon my word, young man,” ” rejoined 
Mr. Dubois, © like my wife, I muſt ſuppoſe 
vou inſane; you beſt know upon what 
grounds you found your ſtrange aſſertions : $-- 1; 
for my own part, I can never be led to believe 

a woman of ſuch rank and fortune can have 
made ſo diſgraceful a choice, and I think 
you ought to be puniſhed for daring to utter 

| o — a falſhood.” 


| Clement, who diſcerned triumphant ma- 
lice in every trait of Madame Dubois's coun- 
tenance, was now convinced it was the 
Baroneſs's intention to deny their marriage; 
and he eaſily gueſſed by whole advice ſhe had 

adopted ſo generous a notion. Dubois, he 
conceived, might be their dupe; if not, hewas 
their tool, and either way beneath his notice, 


After a few moments pauſe, he congratu- 
lated 


| tioned. 


I, 
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lated i Nada Dubois upon the fertility of 
her brain, and her well-imagined plan, with 
an air of irony, as aſtoniſhing as It was grat- 
ing to her feelings ; INS | 


There only needed my being as poor, 5 
and as much dependant upon your friend's 


bounty, as you have hitherto ſuppoſed me, 


to have enſured your ſucceſs. This does 


not happen to be the caſe; and, as a proof 


of what I advance, permit me to inform you 
I have removed my daughter and Jeannette 


from Chamberry, where I am convinced 


(indeed you acknowledged as much) you 
IE going, when I ſo e obtruded 


myſelf 8 your notice.“ 


ö 


% 


This unexpected intelligence ſeemed to 


petrify the perſon to whom it was addreſſed, 


who was ſome time before ſhe could aſſure 


him ſhe was not at all intereſted in what he 


choſe to do with the daughter he men- 
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« Tam very ſorry to find myſelf obliged 
to contradict a lady,“ interrupted Clement, 
te but your countenance gives me great room 


to ſuppoſe you have experienced a far more 


ſevere diſappointment than you have kindly 
been endeavouring to inflict; for had I been 
ſooner acquainted with your friend's inten- 
tions, I would have ſpared both her and you 


the trouble of having recourſe to ſo many ] 
petty artifices to delude me; only remem- 


ber, if ever I ſhould think it worth my 


while, I ſhall be able to prove my right to 


the Baronelſs' s fortune and, ſhould 1 for- 
bear to make uſe of my power, ſhe may place 


my lenity to the contempt, which increaſes | 
every moment, for her and her confidential 
N friend. To 


— 


Madame Dubois 3 had met with 
a very ſevere diſappointment, and ſhe vainly | 
_ endeavoured to conceal her fears and her 


Fhagria, while ſhe called out 


« Oh! 


ky pu wo Fu. 


9 


vanced, Mr. Clement. Jeannette will, no 
doubt, prove a ſtaunch auxiliary ;—but 
remember, in your turn, the Baroneſs de 
Grand-Pre has friends who will ſupport her 
character and her intereſts, and whoſe words 


will be taken before that of two impertinent 


ſervants ſhe has very properly diſmiſſed.“ 


Les, young fellow,“ reſumed the huſ- 
band, you muſt bring rather ſtronger 


BLLESMERE.. 8 1 


« Oh! pray prove what you have ad- 


— 


proofs than your's or the Swiſs maid's aſſer- 


tions, to eftabliſh. what you have had the 
aſſurance to advance. But let me deſire 


you would: now ſuffer us to Den on our 
Journey.“ © 


« You have my free permiſſion, Sir,“ 


replied Clement, in a haughty tone, retreat - | 


ing from the carriage. I rather think 1 


ſhould be doing the Baroneſs an effential ſer- 
vice were J to force her to do me and herſelf 


juſtice; I therefore think I cannot invent a 
more adequate puniſhment for her duplicity 
than to leave her at the mercy of ſuch difin- 
tereſted friends, and ſuch zealous protectors 
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of her unſullied reputation; - turning his 


back upon the mortified couple, and re- 
tracing his ſteps towards Swheron; hardly be- 
lieving the Baroneſs could be capable of ſucli 
abominable duplicity, yet firmly reſolved not 
to take any farther trouble to diſcover a. 
woman he began moſt n, to deſpiſe, 3 


CHAP. II. 


— 


1 N conſequence of this reſolution, though 


in a ſtate of mind which baffles all deſcrip- 
tion, Davenport ſet out for Paris, convinced 


the Baroneſs meant to deny ſhe had ever ac- 


companied- him to the altar. - He knew he 
had it in his power to force her to acknow- 
ledge their marriage; but ſuch an action 
muſt appear the reſult of intereſted motives, : 
even 


ELLESMERE. ; + "v2 


even were he to take ſuch a ſep merely to 


puniſh the Dubois's. —No, he determined to 
leave her a prey to the reproaches of her own 


: conſcience. He had it in his power to pro- 3 


vide very amply for his daughter; and the 
uncontinued poſſeſſion of her whole fortune 
would not now afford him the ſlighteſt ſatis- | 


| faction. 


9 


\ 


Her being gone to Prague was all a farce 


and he had merely been told fo, in hopes of 
inducing him to ſet out upon fuch a wild- 


gooſe chace, from which, no doubt, her 
confidential friends, as well as herſelf, hoped 
he would never return.” 'E hey would be diſ- 


appointed in this, as well as in fome other of 


their expectations, 'as he was determined to 
depart for England as ſoon as his daughter 

arrived; where he would endeavour to forget 
he had ever formed any connection with the 
unprincipled mother. Such were his reflece 


tions during his ane 
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His valet, who had impatiently d 
his return, needed no great ſhare of pene- 
tration to diſcover ſome very ferious diſap- 
pointment had baniſhed all thoſe pleaſing 
hopes his maſter _ evidently entertained till 
within a fortnight before he left Paris. 


\ Ul 


F atigued and ſpiritleſs, the unhappy tra- 
veller in vain courted the approach of ſleep 
— his wounded pride had enabled him to 
leave bis truly unexpected diſappointment 
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f before the perſon in whom he juſtly ſuppoſed 
| it particularly originated; but he now ſunk 
| under the mortifying reflection, that the 
#9} obſcurity of his birth had afforded his wife 
an opportunity of taking ſo baſe an advan- 


1 tage of his credulity, and of, perhaps, ſhel- 
1 tering herſelf from his claims in the arms of 
ſome more fortunate rival. 


Whenever hs notion mand to him, | 
and it was generally uppermoſt in his 
thoughts, he reſolved to proclaim his mar- 


EA rags, and thus make her as miſerable as ſhe 
1 
e | N had 
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[ had ſucceeded 1 in making him; and thought T 


— the two days that intervened between his 
oon and Jeannette's arrival, more tedious 
y than thoſe he had paſſed in his former ſtate 
ll of ſuſpenſe; as he was at times very anxious 


to conſult ſome able Britiſh Civilians, and | 
at others reſumed his _ firſt intentions of 


5 leaving the Baroneſs at full liberty to diſpoſe 
p | of herſelf and fortune as ſhe 9 pro- 
8 Per . 
t | | : N 
d The young Maria had borne her j journey 
k _ exceedingly well, and beguiled | her fond 
ze | father of ſome bitter tears he would fain 
fe have concealed from Jeannette, who with 
n- difficulty reſtrained her own; wondering 
1- | how any woman could voluntarily have 
of abandoned ſuch a man, and fo engaging a 
| child. | | . . 
3 When ſufficiently recovered from his re- 
nis || cent emotion to enter upon the ſubject, 
ir- | Clement, after a moment's heſitation, thus 
he began— 3 
ad „„ 0 I pur« 1 
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« ] purpoſe ſetting out for England, my 


good Jeannette, to-morrow, or the next day. 
at furtheſt, and ſhall feel myſelf particularly 
obliged to you, if you will accompany this 
child thither. But remember, I do not. 
wiſh to delude you with falſe hopes ; : I have 
no longer any expectation of ſeeing Madame 
de Grand-Pre there or any where elſe ; nor 
do I, as your own good ſenſe muſt lead you 


to ſuppoſe, wiſh my houſhold to know how 


that Lady and myſelf became acquainted. 
You muſt now decide for yourſel—take t. wa : 


night to conſider of my propoſal ; if— 
If you will but permit me, Sir,” inter- 


rupted the ſobbing girl, © I will never leave 


this dear child as long as my ſervices are 


agreeable to her and you. You may depend 
upon my diſcretion, and that I ſhall always 
ſtrictly adhere to your wiſhes in every re- 
ſpect. She now curtſied, and withdrew 


with her little charge. 


— 


Davenport felt pleaſed he had ſecured her 
attendance, and gave his man ſome neceſſary 
4 ä orders 


er 


ers 
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4 reſpecting his approaching departure 2 
but his conſtitution had received ſo great a 
ſhock from his late fatiguing exertions, and 
continued anxiety of mind, that he was un- 
able to leave his bed on the morning after. 
his daughter” s arrival at Paris; and We | 


evening was pronounced, by a confulfation:- 
of Phyſicians whom his valet had aſſembled, 
to be 1 in imminent aner, 


N 
0 


Jeannette was infinitely more alarmed 


- than her fellow-ſervant (though the man 


would have been very ſorry to loſe fo good a 
maſter) ; but, independent of the ſerious re- 
gard ſhe felt for Davenport, ſhe could not 


help revolving in her mind the probable con- 


ſequences of his death in a foreign country, 
at a diſtance from all thoſe friends to whom | 
he might wiſh to recommend his daughter ; ; 


and ſhould he die without a will, unſupport- 


ed as her claims muſt be, this unfortunate 
infant, though born the legal heireſs to both 
her father's and mother's fortune, might very.” 
poſſibly become a precarious dependant bine, 


the e bounty of ſtrangers. 1 75 ow 


* 
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The ſame reflections occurred to Daven- F 


- port with {till greater force; and he never : 
more poignantly regretted the loſs of his 


late worthy tutor, nor more ſeverely repented 
not having made him his confident ;\they 
had, however, the ſalutary effect of making 


him wiſh to recover, and rendering him 
paſſively obedient to the orders of his me- 
dical aſſiſtance. Jeannette was ever punc- 


tual to enforce them, which, added to the na- 
tural excellence of his conſtitution, enabled 


the diſciples of Eſculapius to pronounce him 


to be in a fair way of recovery at the expira- 
tion of a fortnight ; his convaleſcence was, 
notwithſtanding, long and doubtful. The 
painful reflection that he had now no friend 
ſolicitous for his future welfare, nor to whoſe 


care he could, with perfect ſatisfaction, con · 


ſign his infant daughter, increaſed the de- 
jection which continued to prey upon his 


mind; and for her ſake alone he wiſhed to 
live, as all his proſpects of happineſs ſeemed 


cloſed for ever. An unfortunate planet, he 


conceived , had preſided over his birth ; yet 


0” when 


to 


ed 


he 


yet 
hen 
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when he reflected upon the almoſt miracu- | 
lous manner in which he had been preſerved 
in his infancy, and upon the virtues of his 


late benefactreſs the manner in which he. 


had brought him up, the education ſhe had 
given him, ſo ſuperior to his apparent rank 
in ſociety, and the large fortune ſhe had be- 
queathed him—he conſidered it almoſt im- 
pious to murmur againſt thoſe decrees which 
had doomed him to ſurvive his recent dif- 


appointment; and which he could not help 


acknowledging might, in ſome reſpects, be 


attributed to his ewn romantic notions.— 
Had he openly aſpired to the Baroneſs's 3 


hand, and ſucceeded in his attempt, no art- 
ful confidant could have undermined their 
conjugal felicity. 


His own duplicity, reſpecting his circum- 
ſtances, had laid the foundation for this ſe- 
paration, which had nearly brought him to 
the brink of the grave. Though he would 


very fain have perſuaded himſelf he deſpiſed 


the Baroneſs too much to > make him regret © 
VOL. II. ” 0 this 
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the ſtep he had taken, yet he had loved too 
fervently to admit. of this ſelf- deception, and 
at times he could not help cheriſhing the 
delufive hope, that ſhe would yet be able to 
' Tonvince him of her innocence ; and then 
indulged in the rapturous anticipation of 


| ſuch a meeting, till he awoke from his 
reverie more miſerable than ever, and vainly 
| endeavoured to forget he had ever been „ 
Tf} huſband, 


I j „ [Heaurntha, convinced that the ſight of 
LI” - his daughter, by continually reminding him 
1:4 of her mother, rather retarded than accele- 
rated his recovery, frequently framed excuſes 
to keep her ſrom him, during the month he 
was confined to his room; at the expiration 
of which, he grew more impatient than ever 
to reviſit England. 


** 


His Phyſicians requeſted him to take mort 5 
airings in a carriage, before he ventured to un- 
5 dertake ſuch a journey ; and, as he was fully 


ſentible he was not yet equal to the neceſſary 
„ weve 
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fatigue of travelling even in the moſt eaſy 

manner, he complied with their wiſhes. 
Jeannette and his daughter always accom- 

panied him; but, as his ſtrength returned, 


he preferred indulging his increaſing melan- 


choly, by ſtrolling alone amidſt the adit” 


paths of the Bois de Boulogne, to driving 


about with the nurſe and child; he there- 
fore, when able to enjoy the exerciſe, gene- 


rally alighted at one entrance into that 


faſhionable promenade, and met the car- 
riage again at another. 

During the ſecond week of his emanci- 
pation from a ſick room, having alighted as 


ulual at the Porte Mayo, among a crowd of 


laquais, in waiting with numerous equi- 
pages, he recognized his former companion 
Pariſian. His firſt idea was to ſhun him; 


but, upon ſecond thoughts, he choſe, as 


ſoon as his carriage was out of hearing, to 


addreſs him. 
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The chattering fellow expreſſed his un- 
feigned pleaſure at this unexpected meeting. 
Fancying himſelf maſter of a very important 
ſecret, he took Clement on one ſide to en- 
quire where he had left mm Baroneſs ; 
adding— | | Ty 

« You both thought I was blind; I be- 
heve, though parbleu, any fool might have 
ſeen the terms you were upon. Has ſhe 
made your fortune?“ . 

No, upon my honour,” was the reply; 
« nay, I was even in hopes you could have 
given me the lateſt news of her.?“ 

6 That won't do, Maſter Clement VE 
know what is what as well as another, and 
that if is your fault if you are not at this 
moment Baron de Grand-Pre. But you do 
not look well ;—ſure you have not let the 
fruit, when it was ready to drop into your 
mouth, ſlip through your fingers?“ 
Lon deal in metaphors beyond my 
comprehenſion,” he anſwered ; * but, to 
{peak in Plain terms, I do not know where 
the 
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the lady we both ſerved, now is ;—nay, 1 


would _ give a trifle to be ſatisfied i in this 7 


reſpect. 


" Why you look fo ſerious, I am half 
tempted to believe you. What, I ſuppoſe, 


ſome greater man robbed you of the prize ;— 


faith, 1 no longer wonder at your pallid 


5 cheeks,” 


Exceſſively provoked, Clement was in- 


duced to break off the converſation ; but 
curioſity prompted him to enquire if the 
laquais had ever ſeen the lady in queſtion 


ſince 'ſhe had left Paris, as he rather b 
thought ſhe had made ſome ſtay in that gay 
metropolis very lately; and he knew of no 
perſon ſo likely to ſatisfy him in that reſpect. 


«, ] believe not but I do not think ſhe 
has ever been in Paris fince the diſmiſſed 


me; or ſhe muſt have led the life of a hermit 


to have eſcaped my notice ;—but come along 


AI will treat you at the Swiſs' — am in a 


very "= birth.“ 
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cc You muſt excuſe me I never drink 


any thing of a morning ; but if you are in- 
clined to oblige me, in endeavouring to diſ- 


cover whether the Baroneſs has been lately, 
or is now in Paris, I will reward you hand- 


ſomely for your trouble. Here is an earneſt 


of my intentions,” putting a Louis- d'or 
into his hand; I will treble that if you 


can direct me to her. 


The 2 at once ſurpriſed and grati- 
fied, readily took the money; begging par- 
don for the freedom with which he had 


treated a perſon able to make ſuch gifts and 


promiſes, and proteſting he would wear out 


a new pair of ſhoes in his ſervice, but he 
would diſcover whether the lady was, or 


had been in Paris, within the laſt ſix months, | 


before four o'clock the next afternoon, at 
which hour he ſhould be at liberty to let him 
know the reſult of his enquiries, if he would 
pl inform him where ke ſhould find him. 


1 


- 
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— Weines in the Palais Royal,“ 
replied Clement; I ſhall depend upon 
your punQuality.” * 


« You ſhall ſee me there, if T am alive. : 


But here comes my preſent miſtreſs; ſo 
adieu, my good friend!“ | 
And away he hurried; while Clement, 
condemning as idle the curioſity he bad at 
played, blamed himſelf for having given wWay 
to it; yet, if the propoſed enquiries ſhould 
lead to any diſcovery, though there was not 
much chance of her having lately viſited 
Paris, he ſhould feel more ſatisfied, let what 
would be the reſult of ſuch a circumſtance. 
As his carriage had proceeded very ſlowly, 
he ſoon overtook it, and was too much agi- 
tated, by the alternate hopes and more rea- 
ſonable fears of a diſappointment which he 
entertained, to continue his walk; and felt 
pleaſed when he reached home, a could 
reflect, without being interpupted, upon the 
Probable reſult of the commiſſion he had 


yn © given 
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given Pariſian, and how he ought to. act, 


admitting he did gain any intelligence. 


? 


Punctual as he was to his appointment, 


he found the laquais had preceded him, who 
offered to ſtake his life againſt a fix livre 


piece that Madame de Grand-Pre had never, 


been in Paris ſince ſhe left the Hotel de 


Prince Edward. 


met the man ſhe wiſhed to ſhun. There- 
fore pleading another engagement, to get rid 
of his curious companion, who was very 
anxious to know why he had left the Ba- 


Clement was —_—_ for this report ; as 
the more he had reflected upon the matter, 


the leſs likely he thought her having viſited 


a town, where ſhe might accidentally have 


roneſs, whether he was {till in ſervice, &c. 


another Louis put a momentary ſtop to his 
volubility, and Clement, ſeized the op- 


portunity to eſcape, reſolved to make 
no further enquiries; convinced now, ex- 


cept he proceeded to thoſe extremities - 
which 


hi 
re} 
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which muſt expoſe them both to general 


animadverſion, they would be as fruitleſs as 
thoſe which Pariſian, through intereſt, had 


ſo willingly undertaken, 


CHAP. I. 


Tur enſuing week, Clement left Paris, 
and, by eaſy ſtages, reached Calais without 


any accident, or feeling any inconvenience 
from his | Journey. 


f 


When he was called upon to ſign his name 


in the Police Book, before he quitted the 


kingdom, notwithſtanding he had perſuaded 


himſelf he no longer indulged any curioſity 


reſpecting his wife, he could not help ex- 
amining all the names that had been entered 
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for the laſt three months — {mall bribe pro- 
cured him this indulgence, but he neither 


found a name, nor any hand-writing he was 
acquainted with; therefore, for the ninety- 


ninth time, he determined to baniſh from 
bis mind this unprincipled woman. 


* \ 


They proceeded to Fairfield immediately 


on their landing. Jeannette was delighted 
with the filuation of the houſe, and the 
apartment allotted her_ young lady, and 


could not help thinking the Baroneſs had 
been as much her own, as ber maſter y 


enemy, though ſhe could not even deviſe 


What had occaſioned ſo abſolute a ſeparation 
between them: ſome miſunderſtanding, ſhe 


preſumed, had occurred, and ſhe had no 
doubt but Mademoiſelle Deneſi ir, Whoſe 


marriage ſhe was unacquainted with, had 


widened the breach. That her maſter ſtill 
loved the Baroneſs, his late illneſs and con- 
tinued deject ion were but too melancholy 


proots ; and was it in nature, ſhe thought, 


that any woman could ceaſe to lo ve ſuch a 
man? 
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man? 1 his was a myſtery ſhe could "not _ 
| fathom, and ſincerely wiſhed ſhe durſt have 
aſked a few queſtions, which might have 
tended to its etucidation ; but as. Clement 
ſedulouſly avoided the ſubject, Ob never 
0 found a convenient e 
He had wrote to William, as ſoon as he 
was able to hold a pen, to prepare him for 
his arrival, and to revoke ſome of his former 
orders; becauſe Mrs. Davenport would not, 
as he had once expected, accompany him 
to England. The old man was very much 
hurt to perceive the viſible alteration which 
had taken place in his countenance and man- 
ner during his abſence, though Clement 
exerted himſelf to appear in ſpirits; but the 
effort, as is generally the caſe, proved unſuo- 
| cefsful. | 


* hat part of his little houſehold, who 
were unacquainted with his marriage, were 
very much {ſurpriſed by the appearance f 
the infantine traveller, whoſe features and 

: „ name 
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name proclaimed her their maſter's daughter; 


and very anxiouſly enquired of his valet for 
the mother. He referred them to Mr. Da- 


venport, alledging, with infinite truth, he 
was not in his ſecrets. Jeannette could not 
yet. make herſelf underſtood in Engliſn—it 
was therefore uſeleſs to apply to her; and 
William, when appealed to concerning the 
matter, ſeriouſly adviſed them to mind their 


own buſineſs, and not trouble their heads 
wien what did not concern them: and as 
they all liked their place, they thought it 
moſt prudent to conform to his advice. 


The various male and female goſſips in 


and about Watford, were not ſo eaſily ſatis- 
fied, particularly thoſe who had, unmarried 


relations, whom they wiſhed to bear the 
name of Davenport. Numerous were the 


conjectures hazarded at the various tea- 
tables. The ladies were not at all inclined 
to believe he was married ; the gentlemen 
more charitably thought he had run away 


with an heireſs, who had been ſeparated from 


him 
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15 by rk as ſoon as her family had dif. 
covered his ignoble extraction; and ſincere- 
ly congratulated their fair townſwomen 
upon being thus unexpectedly relieved from 
the importunities of ſuch a low- born fellow, 
who, preſuming upon his large fortune, 
would moſt likely, had he been diſengaged, 
have become a candidate for their favours. 
The ladies ſincerely rejoiced at their for- 
tunate eſcape; and all agreed that he 
| ſeemed now, from his recluſe life and re- 
ported ill-health, to-be paying the deſerved 
penalty of his preſumption. 


Davenport was ſenſible he muſt have ex- 
cited the curioſity of his neighbours ; but 
as, ſome few excepted, whom he eſteemed 
as having been the friends of his late bene- 
factreſs, he rather wiſhed to avoid than mix 
in their ſociety, he ſeized the pretence of 
his weak ſtate to decline either receiving or 
paying viſits. Thus indulging a melancholy, 
which ſo ſeriouſly impaired his conſtitution, 
he exhibited every ſymptom of approaching 

diſſolution 
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a diſſolution before he could. be e frie 
0 moon to call in medical aſſiſtance. ſoc 
1298 "WH Jai 
- William; Sno thro it ee 122 
to ſolicit the auxiliary aid of the clergyman ciſ 
of the pariſh, a very excellent man, who MW pr: 
had lived in ſtrict habits of intimacy with de 
b the late Dr. Lewis, and who now ſucceeded in th: 
| perſuading that gentleman's beloved pupil to 
\ have recourle to the advice of the Faculty, by 
[> ayerring that ſuch neglect of his health almoſt IM fit 
4 amounted to ſuicide ; and, ſtrongly pointing or. 
| out the paternal duties, enjoined. him, as a bis 
| manand a Chriſtian, to endeayour to ſhake off cle 
the exceſſive depreſſion upon his ſpirits, kn 
which promiſed to baffle every effort of me- ſal 
ö dicine, to prolong a life that ought to be fer 
: doub'y Gear to him upon his daughter's du 
4 account. th 
b Clement fett and . the "ROY : 
I of his arguments, and immediatcly atoned ev 
4 for his paſt obſtinacy by ſending for a phy- a he 
: | ficlan of. the firſt eminence, and of his ſel 
; | ; — friend's 
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friend's econ aeion, T his entlud J 
ſon diſcovered where the chief complaint 
laid, and, frankly told Davenport medicine 
would be of very little avail : gentle exer=- 
ciſe, change of air, and the Briſtol waters might 
prove of ſervice to him; but his recovery 
depended much more upon his own exertions, - 
than upon the virtues of the Briflol {pring. 
Clement, TY to a 1 of his own 
ſituation, after promiſing to attend to all his 
orders, requeſted the ph yfician wouldgivehim 
his real opinion of his caſe. His friend, the 
clergyman, who was preſent, and thought a 
knowledge of his danger might have very 
lalutary "ets. enforced the requeſt ; ob- 
lerving Mr. Davenport had many ſacred 
duties to perform, which made it neceſſary 
that he ſhould be ſatisfied, 885 


The Doctor confeſſed he had at preſent | 
every ſymptom of a very rapid decline ; but 
he hoped change of ſcene, better air, and a 
ſcrious determination, on the part of his 

4 P, 
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patient, no longer to indulge in ſolitude, or 
melancholy belle Sons would ſtill effect his 


cure. 


a thanked him for his. candour, 


and aſſured him he would, in every reſpect, 


conform to his kind preſcriptions, promiſing 
to ſee him again in London, in his way to 


Briſtol, The phyſician therefore departed, 
and his patient began to prepare for his in- 


tended journey; blaming himſelf very ſe- 
verely for having ſuffered the deſertion of a 


capricious unfeeling woman, thus to prey 
upon his ſpirits, and undermine his health. 
How many men would have rejoiced if their 


wives had afforded them the ſame opportu- 


nity of becoming maſters of a ; OA for- 
tune : 


| Nevertheleſs, he continued firm in his re- 
ſolution to leave her a prey to her own 
guilty conſcience, and ftill more ſeriouſly 
determined to baniſh the paſt fr5m his me- 
mory ;—yet, that he might not be unpre- 
pared, 
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pared, as be was very ſenſible there was at 
leaſt an even chance whether he ever 
returned to Fairfield, he ſet about ſettling 
his affairs, aſſiſted by his worthy clerical 
friend, by whoſe advice he conſtituted 
the Lord Chancellor the guardian of his 
laughter, and took every other neceffary 
ſtep to ſecure her the undiſputed poſſeſſion 
of the fortune he owed to the benevolence 
of Mrs. Davenport and his generous tutor. 


Fe had ſent off his ſaddle-horſes, valet, 
and groom, the day after he determined 
to ſet out for the Hot-wells, with orders to - 
ſecure a private lodging for his reception ; 
and, ashe was willing, as faras laid in his power, 
to conform to his phyfician's and friend's | 
wiſhes, had agreed to travel in the mail, in 
hopes of meeting with company, whoſe con- 
verſation would more than compenſate for 
the fatigue he was Rill ſtrong n to en- 


counter. 


His 
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His carriage he left at home for the uſe 


of his daughter, whom he recommended in 
the ſtrongeſt terms to the care of her nurſe 
and old William, to whom he gave every 
neceſſary inſtruction in caſe of his demiſe, 
which William heartily prayed he might 
never be called upon to execute ; and on 
the day appointed for his departure, he ſet 
out tor London, in a poſt-chaiſe, attended 

by his faithful domeſtic, who had loved him 
from a child with a very particular degree of 
affection, and who was determined not to 
Joſe fight of him til the laſt minute. 


As 3 bad fill the f ait ng ftroke 
to ꝑut to the buſineſs he had begun at Fair- 
field, he found he had not allowed him- 

ſelf too much time for the ſettling of fo im- 
portant an affair; it was therefore near ſeven 
o' clock before he reached the Glouceſter 
Coffee-houſe, and found time to . which 

he did 1 in the public- room. 


There 
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T here was, as uſual, a good deal of com- 
pany; and while he was diſſecting his boiled 
fowl, a very elegant young man, a few years 
older than himſelf, who was juſt come in, 
not ſeeing any other vacant ſeat, placed him- 
ſelf oppoſite to him, calling for a glaſs of 
negus more out of compliance with the ge- 
neral cuſtom of ſuch places, than from any 
inclination to taſte the mixture, which he 
ſeldom raiſed to his lips; and, taking up a 
newſpaper, he began to look over the con- 
tents, though he frequently Taiſed his eyes, 
when he could unperceived, to contemplate 
the particularly engaging countenance of his 
oppoſite neighbour, whoſe viſible ill-health, 
want of ſpirits, colour, and appetite intereſted 
him ſo much for the elegant invalid, he wait- 
ed with impatience for an opportunity to 
enter into converſation with him, in hopes 
of breaking in upon the unpleaſant train of 
ideas which appeared to poſſeſs him; bu: 
found himſelf, to his infinite regret, obliged 
to abandon his kind intention, as Clement, 
unconſcious of the intereft his fine figure, 

| gentle 
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gentle unaffected manners, and Hate 


health, was ſo exactly calculated to inſpire, 
as ſoon as he had finiſhed dinner, began to 
examine ſome papers he had in his pocket 
till the paſſengers for the Briſtol mail were 
ſummoned. | 


Both gentlemen ſtarted up at the ſame 
moment ;—the ſtranger ſeemed pleaſed and 
| ſurpriſed; a good-humoured finile gave 
| ſtrength to his words, when he exprefled 
his ſatisfaction to find they were going to 
be fellow-travellers ; ranch in a 857 
„ 


c Our national reſerve has hitherto been 


greatly my enemy ; two Frenchmen, ſeated 
as near each other, would have traveiled 
nearly over Europe, in half the time ;—it is 
| a pity we are not more inclined to emulate 


the wiſeſt part of their conduc.” 


Clemen readily agreed, and hs equally 
P n with the companion chance had 
me ted 
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allotted him. T hey were up "ON the pave- 
ment ; where, owing to the coachman and 
guard being buſy 1n arranging the baggage, 
Davenport and his new acquaintance ſtopped 
re Ia few minutes; the former was ſurpriſed to 
ſee old William and his poſtillion, as he 
thought they had returned to Fairfield when 
ne he parted with them in Lincoln's Inn; but 
nd Nl the old man had found it impoſſible to leave 
ve ! London till he had ſeen his maſter ſafe off, 
ed I which he told Clement as an excuſe for not 
to MW baving obeyed his orders, adding a moſt 
ay fervent prayer for the recovery of his health 
and fafe return, while the tears he was un- 
able to reſtrain, upon reflecting he was per- 
en haps taking a laſt farewell, chaſed each other 
ed down his {i urrowed checks, ; 


E Clement was much affected by theſe ſin⸗ 
ce Ncere proofs of his attachment; and the 

ſtranger felt more intereſted than ever in the 

fate of ſo young a man, apparently ſo de- 
ly bervedly beloved by thoſe who muſt be very 
ad competent judges of the excellence of his 
ed diſpoſition; 
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1 diſpoſition ; as the poſtillion, either becauſe 


he ſympathized in William's fears and feel- 
ings, or wiſhed to raiſe himſelf in his maſ. 
ter's eſteem, had alſo recourſe to his hand- 
kerchief. As they were both in a very hand- 
ſome livery, he found he ſhouid not lower 
himſelf (though, to do him juſtice, this was 
an idea which would never have entered his 


head) by endeavouring to cultivate an inti- 


macy with the invalid. 


At that moment they were requeſted to 
aſcend the ſteps of the vehicle ; and while 


Clement once more haſtily recommended 
his daughter to William's particular care, 
his new friend ſtepped forward, and per- 
ceiving two gentlemen had already got poſ- 
ſeſſion of the front ſeat in the mail, he re- 
queſted one of them would change ſides to 
accommodate his friend, who was an in- 
. valid. | 


% 


I am very glad you have put it in my 
power to oblige you, Mr. Meredith;“ ex- 
claimed 


cla 


fid 


b 7 2 ' i 
— : 'J% 
4 * 


claimed a ſtout good-looking man, changing 
fides while he * 


Den who vs 0 behind, en- 


putting out his hand, ſaid—- 


8 Take care of thoſe awkward ſteps;””--. 


| William, the poſtillion, and guard, were 
le alſo endeavouring to facilitate his aſcent; he 
ed was therefore ſoon ſeated, and 1 in a very few 
©, Wl ſeconds the coach drove off. 

r- 

- « Well,” cried the gentleman who had re- 


n. leaſt have expected to have met you in a 
mail coach ;—for heaven's ſake what could 

induce you to make uſe of ſuch : a convey- 

1 I ance?” = 


* 5 
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treated he might not derange any body, 
though he very forcibly felt the kind polite- 
neſs of Meredith, who preceded him into 
the carriage, took the other back leat, and 


ſigned his ſeat to Clement, of all the places 
to in the world, Mr. Meredith, 1 ſhould the 


« The | 
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« The expectation I entertained of meet- 


| 1 ing you, Hervey,” was the reply. 
i Why, how came you to know 1 was jc 
going down to-night ? FL: | le 


* had a preſentiment of the bappipel 
| that awaited me; for I gueſſed you would 


not remain long in town after you learned t! 
your friend Parry's accident ;—1 knew you h1 
would bei in haſte to condole with bim upon. ta 

his misfortune.” 55 be 

4 * « Good God! what Had befel 3 no- ir 
| | 1 thing very ſerious, I am inclined to hope, by 
= your looks, Mr. Meredith; ;—when did you 

leave Tregony ?“ 

: © Only five days ago ; and the following th 

morning your worthy generous friend, in his ro 


anxiety to ſave a foot of ground by the po- 
ſition of a hay- ſtack, ſtepped back ſo preci- 
pitately to convince his bailiff it would not IM bo 


be as he affirmed, too near an adjoining M 
pond, he inſtantly fell backwards into the Ve! 
water, and ran ſome riſk of being ſuffocated hir 
before his men's mirth would allow them to ll 


afford him any aſſiſtance. Such is the ac- = +1 
| 1 


— 
— 
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— count 1 received from the Marquis E 7 
BB Ormond, who, like myſelf, ſincerely re- 
$ joices ſo valuable a life ſhould have been pre- 
ſerved,” 5 ) , 


Hervey laughed , very heartily, obſerving 
this wasnot the firſt time Parry had diverted 
bis neighbourhood at his expence ;—he cer- 

tainly was too ſaving in every reſpect, but 
he was a very honeſt man, which was no 
- ſmall virtue en 555 


E 


2 F ſhall not diſpute the Pie with: you, ow 
Hervey ; though I ſhould have expreſſed 
the an meaning by ſaying, be was not a 
rogue,” . | =-4 
As the coachman ftopped to give his 
horſes a little water while he was ſpeaking, 
Meredith alighted; and the evening being 
ery fine, aſked the man if he would allow 
him to take the reins for half an hour. 
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ou may take them for five- and- twenty 
minutes, Sir, he anſwered ; -< we have four 


miles yet to Hounſlow, and we muſt do it 


in that time.“ 
« J will try if I can't do it in 1 half a mi- a 
nute leſs,” replied Meredith, mounting the 


box. | : 


The fourth gentleman, a clergyman, who 
had hitherto. remained filent, was not fond 


of ſuch mad-brained drivers, and thought tlie 
coachman much to blame for reſigning the 


reins. 


“ You are in no danger, Sir,” ſaid Her- 


vey; Mr. Meredith is what I call a capital 


whip, and drives four far better horſes of his 
own than we are ſitting behind, full ſpeed 


up and down. the Welch hills. He is as 


g00d-tempered a young fellow as any in 
England; ſpends a noble income with pro- 


per ſpirit, and true ancient Britiſh hoſpita- 


lity. He is ſuppoſed to be one of the richeſt 


commoners in Monmouthſhire, and is related 


ta 


- Fe} 


Val 


from the very firſt authority, yet cannot re- 


! 7 


to ſome of the firſt families in the county 


the Marquis of Ormond for one. — 
His mother was a daughter of the 


late Earl of Belford; and he is nephew, 


by marriage, to the Marquis. It is only 
wonderful to me he ſhould ſtill be a bachelor, 


for, I ſhould ſuppoſe he is turned of fix-and- 


twenty; and I am ſure he need not fear a 


refuſal from any woman in England, whoſe 


heart was not pre- engaged. The Mon- 
mouthſhire belles have given up all hopes, I 
believe; but J underſtand an Earl's ſiſter 
has lately taken up her abode at T regony (a 
village adjoining his ſeat) with a view, it 15 


reported, of making this een con- 
queſt. 27 | ; 


Or of increaſing the young gentleman's 
vanity, 
or rather was not, he pretur.1ptive heir to 


27 


replied the clergyman. © 1s not, 


Lord Ormond ; for I preſume you are ac- 
quainted with the recent Wee which has 
taken place in that family?“ 

Perfectly, Sir; I had the whole ftory 


. lolve 
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ſolve your queſtion. Perhaps this gentle- 


man,” looking at Clement, whom ] really 
forgot was a friend of Mr. Meredith's (though 


IJ amt ſure he can confirm every thing I have 


advanced) can ſatisfy your curioſity.” 


To Clement's great relief, at that very | 
moment the mai:-coach ſtopped, and Mere- 


dith called out to know if they were all 


alive.— The clergyman, who was in pain for 
his neck, put his head out of the window 


to adviſe him to reſume his ſeat in the car- 
riage; the night air was very unwholelome. 
To his infinite ſatisfaction Meredith ac- 


quieſced with his withes,- as he was not fond 
of driving freſh ho:ſes, which frequently, in 
ſuch conveyances, required all the ſkill of an 


experienced cgachman, acquainted with their 
humours. | 


The clergyman complimented him upon 


his prudence ; and, as his appearance gave a 
turn to the converſation, the merchant (for 
ſuch was Hervey) ſeized the opportunity 


5 — 


in 
{ſu 
fol 
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of diſplaying his own conſequence, by re- 
lating. various droll ſtories concerning the 

| Captains of his different veſſels. As they were 

well told. and not wholly devoid of enter- 
tainment, he had frequently the ſatisfaction 
of exciting the mirth of his companions; 
and thought himſelf entitled to their thanks 
for having wrote to order a good ſupper to 
be ready to put upon table the moment the 
mail ſtopped ; a precaution he always took, 

he informed them, when he was going either- 
up or down, averring. that he had rather = 
treat the whole company, if they were in- 

. clined to be ſaving, than fit down to a par- 

1 cel of cold ſcraps and leavings, which were 

. generally ſet out upon ſuch occaſions. 

: | 

r 


Meredith rallied him upon his boaſted 
generoſity ; obſerving, gratitude ought to 
induce his fellow-travellers to free him upon 
ſuch occaſions, far from ſuffering him to pay 
for them. 
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; « You may laugh, Mr. Meredith ; but 
pFouwon t be ſorry when we reach Thatcham.“ 
There you are right, Hervey, if it is 


only to ſtretch my lege, he anſwered. 


In leis than an hour they drove into the 


inn- yard. 


Not to appear ſingular, though he had 
neither appetite nor inclination to taſte ani- 
mal food, Clement advanced towards the 
fupper- table; but was relieved from what he 

really conſidered as a very irkſome taſk by 
the attentive confideration of Meredith, Who 
inſiſted upon it a baſon of tea would be of 
infini itely more ſervice to him, and it was what 
he always took himſelf at ſuch an hour, and 


ſhould now, in preference to Mr. Hervey's 


dainties, though he was not Jeſs ſenſible of 
the intended obligation—giving orders in 
The merchant agreed it. 
might be more proper for an invalid, there- 
fore ſuffered them to do as they pleaſed, only 


conſequence. 


taking care to convince them he could af- 


ford 
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ford to "Rudy. his own taſte and conve- 
nience. a 


Little «paſſed ai tlie reſt of their jour- 
ney, till they reached Bath, where they leit 
the clergyman, though they were not al- 
lowed, as they had expected, to ſtop to 
breakfaſt ; the merchant therefore gave them 
a very preſſing invitation to accompany him 
home, upon their arrival at Briſtol, both to 
— and dinner. | 


Clement yery politely PE WS his hof. , 
pitable offer, upon the plea of fatigue ; and 
Meredith, who underſtood he was going on 
to the Hot-wells, where he alſo meant to 
make a ſhort ſtay, choſe to accompany him 
thither; as the farce of their being old ac- 
quaintances had been kept up by that gentle - 
man with infinite ſucceſs during their jour- 
ney, Clement having readily given into it. 
A poſt-chaiſe was therefore ordered the mo- 
ment ſtopped at the Buſh Tavern, 
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Briſtol, to carry them forwards to the York 
Hotel, Clifton. 


The wa, who was ſurrounded by a 
party of his friends the moment he alighted, 
even forgot, in his hurry to impart the 
news he had brought, to bid them farewell ; 
an omiſſion highly diverting to Meredith, 


who had thus been relieved from the neceſ- 
ſity of returning the compliment he had ] 
paid him, by a an invitation into Monmouth- : n 


CH Ap. 
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CHAP. IV. 


D URING their ſhort drive, both gentle- 
men complained of hunger, and agreed to- 
take a ſnap together before they parted. 


Clement's ſervants, who were in mo- 


mentary expectation of his arrival, and 


ſeveral more, were ſtanding at the door of the 
hotel when the chaiſe drew up; and one out 
of livery, whom he ſuppoſed belonged to his 
companion, who ſat moſt in fight, haſtened 


to open the door of the carriage. 


„ee what the larder affords, Kelly,” 


faid Meredith, alighting ; I am intolerably 


hungry.” 
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The renin promiſed to let him know in 


a minute ;—he ſtopped upon the pavement 
to offer his arm to his companion, whoſe own 


ſervants alſo advanced to his aſſiſtance, and 
convinced Meredith (who had been rather | 


aſtonithed that a perſon in ſo weak a ſtate, and 
who evidently kept a carriage and men-ſer- 
vants, ſhould travel unattended) he was at 
leaſt his equal, if not his fuperior, in point 
of rank and fortune. 


As ſoon as they were ſhewn into a room, 


Clement aſked his valet when he arrived, and 
if he had procured him a lodging? 


« We got in laſt night, Sir, and J have 


{cen a great many lodgings; but as I did not 


know whit ſituation you would prefer, and 
I found there was no fear of your being able 


to ſuit yourſelf, either at the Wells or at 
Clifton, I deferred engaging one till you 


arrived.“ 


« That 


If 


t 
t 


At. 


* 


* That is all very well, 2 Clement Mn ; 
and the man retired. 1 


« You mean then to go into private 
lodgings?” faid Meredith. "= 5 

J have been ſo adviſed,” replied Cle- | 
ment. © 1 am a total ſtranger to the _ 
myſelf, 77 8 EY 
Then I am determined to ſee you ſet⸗ 
tled before we part. I am quite at home, 
and flatter myſelf I can point out the moſt 
agreeable ſituations Clifton affords ; the 
number of unfiniſhed houſes ſcattered about, 
give it from this place a n appearance, 
very unplealitl to the eye.“ 1 
Fauſt remark, and I muſt own it 
has not ed my opinion of the famous 
waters | have been ſeat to drink.“ 

Come, come, they have performed 
great cures, and J ſincerely hope you will 
find benefit from them. I frequently ſpend. 
a week here at a time, during the ſeaſon; 
indeed I find it a moſt agreeable reſource: 


againſt the ennui I contract in Wales.” 


D 6 Clement 
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Clement ſmilingly hoped he would make 
his week a fortnight this time. | 


P 2 ra Fe ETC 
— R 2 a 'T. n 
. F a W 
* * * 
Fd 
* 


« Upon my honour, I never felt more in- 
clined.; but I promiſed to be at home within 
the fortnight, and half that time is nearly 
elapſed ;—however, while I do ſtay, I with 
you would take up your abode with me at 
this hotel ; they have apartments to the full 
as quiet and private as any you will meet 
with, and, I am perſuaded, equally as cheap; 
though I don't believe that. is a very great 
object to either of us. But here you have 
no trouble; their larder is alway; well ſupplies, 
and you may be ſerved with WA 
at your own hour.” 3 


Sum ms 
- — 
_ * * N 


Clement readily agreed to what he termed 

a very agreeable, as well as conſiderate pro. 
poſal, and was immediately put in pofleſ- 
ſion of a comfortable bed- room, which 
commanded a particularly pleaſant proſpect; 
an attention of Meredith's, who adviſed him 
to endeavour to take a little repoſe after their 
ſnap ; 
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ſnap ; ; bu 0 be better able to do honour 
to their dinner, which he PR ordering, 
hy fix o'clock. 


Clement's looks expreſſed his gratitude for 
theſe continued marks of the intereſt Mere- 
dith took in his welfare, far more forcibly 
than any words could have rendered his feel- 
ings; and found himſelf ſo perfectly reco- 
vered from his recent fatigue the next morn- 
ing, that Meredith, who had alſo a pair of 
faddle-horſes at Clifton, propoſed a ride, 
that he might point out ſome of the plea- 
ſanteſt roads and fineſt E for which 

thoſe en 0s were celebrated. 


In buch e. for Meredith devoted all 
his time to his new friend, a week ſoon ſlipped 
away; and Clement's renovated ſpirits co- 
operating with the change of air, and theſe 
famous waters, the gay young Welchman pro- 
gnoſticated his recovery would place the vir- 
tues of the celebrated medicinal ſpring be- 
yond a doubt. 


Davenport, 


\ 
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Davenport, on the contrary, placed all the 
benefit he had received to the (core of his 


agreeable converſation, ailedging, the waters 
were ſo repugnant to his taſte, and invariably 
| gave him ſuch a nauſea, that he was more | 
than half inclined to diſcontinue: his viſits to 


the Pump-room, 


Fi — 


During one of their rides, Meredith, from 


a view upon the Downs, had pointed out the 


ſituation of his ſeat, which ſtood upon the 


banks of the Wye, in a very pleaſant and 
rather populous neighbourhood, Clement 
had been equally co.umunicative reſpecting 


his reſidence, but had entered Ante no Wer 


ther details; and a mutual proj: 


: * 
e 


new their intimacy, at each others houſes, 


had pee between them. 


At the ration of this {according to 
Clement's calculation) ſhort week, Meredith 
propoſed an excurſion upon the water, 
declaring he had heard ſuch trips recom- 

mended 


Ti 
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mended by the F aculty for ' pulmonary com- 
plants BE | 
The day was fine, and the tide exactly ſuited - 

to take them out, and bring them back 
they would dine in their boat, and fiſh while 
they laid at anchor for the turn of the tide. 
Clement's only object ion aroſe from his 
being particularly ſubje& to the complaint 
which generally troubles all freſh-water 
ſailors. Meredith aſſured him the water was 
ſo ſmooth in the road, he would ſuffer no 
inconvenience; and they would go up the 
Severn, inſtead of down the Channel, as far 
more pleaſant, and leſs liable to be rough.— 
Davenport, therefore, no longer objected, and 
they immediately mounted their horſes, in- 

tending, to embark at Lamplighters' Hall, 
as more agreeable than coaſting down the 
narrow channel from Clifton. 
A very neat little ſkiff was evidently wait- 
ing their arrival by Meredith's orders, Cle- 
ment preſumed, and he did not deny the 
1 8 charge; 
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charge ;— they Immediately ſet ſail; and a y 
| briſk breeze ſoon wafted them up the Severn: v 
as far as Chepſtow. The two friends had: v 
chiefly converſed in French ſince their em- h 
barkation; and Clement, who had felt un- t 
well for ſome time, propoſed landing. r 
Meredith, though he readily agreed to a 
| propoſal he intended making, aſſured him MW ft 
ſea- ſickneſs would rather be of levies, than 
the contrary to him; however, ſince he tr 
ſeemed deſirous of being once more upon terra at 
Arma, he would take the opportunity to ſhew: 
him the ruins of Tintern — NO bi 


Is it far from Chepſtow * aſked Cige by 


-ment. th 
„ Within a ſhort * 8 replied Mere- th 
dith; * for I do not mean to allow you to ve 

| fatigue yourſelf with walking thither,” 5 1 
0 WI 


A poſt-chaiſe was „ ordered the thi 
moment they landed; and as Clement 

found himſelf much better as ſoon: as he 

1; | 2 


* 
0 
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was On | ſhore, he ſtepped into the carriage 
without aſking any more queſtions ; and, by 
way of beguiling the time, Meredith gave 
him a ſummary account of the building 
they were going to viſit ; adding, they ſhould 
return in time for dinner. 


hh Then do let us take our ""_ on 
ſhore,” ſaid Clement. 

« Apreed, if you prefer it ; nay, I will 
try if I can't procure mg worth _ 
at the Abbey,” : 

Not upon my account, I n — 
but I underſtood it was merely a ruin.” 
_ « ] muſt allow it is not much better; 
but we ſhall paſs ſome habitable houſes on 
the road; for example, what think you of 
the ſituation of that one ?” pointing to a 
very large manſion-houſe, ſheltered by a 
noble grove of oaks, which appeared coeval 
with the Flood, and the regu et _ 
the Welch Druids. 1 

- 66: Wat em is not the Abbey 2” ald Cle- 


ment, 8 
” * No 
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No, but the road winds through this MW Y 
park, which I think affords as fine a pro- m 
ſpect as any you enjoy upon Clifton Hill.” ye 


Clement was of the fame opinion, and of 
was {till looking round him with admiration, I de 
when the poſt-chaiſe, which had taken a in 
ſudden turn, ſtopped at a very handſome as 
portico, w where ſeveral ſervants, in the Mere-. JW co 
dith livery, inſtantly made their appearance, in 
Davenport perceived how he had been taken ba 
in, while his gay companion jumped out, and w. 
welcomed him, in the moſt friendly manner, pa 
to Meredith Houſe ; requeſting his forgive- Pr 
neſs for having played him ſuch a trick. th 


Clement proteſted he felt very much ſo 
flattered, as ſo kind a deception increaſed the an 
pleaſure he received from ſo cordial a wel- 

come =) = BS 


2 


Here then, my young friend,” taking ob 


Clement's arm, and leading him into a noble ag 
hall, © we ſhall be müch quieter than at the. fo 
. York 
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113 York Hotel and 4 think the air -of our 
o. mountains is equally as falubrious as what 
I you breathe at Clifton. Their waters you 
I Giſlike, and I own I have no great opinion 
ad of their efficacy. Goat's whey, I think, will 
n, do you more good; and I promiſe you that 
a in perfection. And here you ſhall do juſt 
ne as you pleaſe : go out, or ſtay at home,—-ſee 
e- Ml company, or let it alone, as beſt ſuits your 
inclination, Your horſes, ſervants, and. 
baggage are upon the road with mine—they 
will only croſs the Severn, as the four-footed 
part of our ſuites have not a much greater 
predilection in favour of jaunts by water, 
than you ſeem to entertain; and for one 
month, at leaſt, you ſhall remain my pri- 


h' ſoner, except you make your eſcape when I 

de am off guard,” 

1 « You are too good, too conſiderate,” 
replied Clement, preſſing the hand he held; 
« hardly know whether I ought tgpromile 

g obedience, except you will, in vt rn, 

e agree to favour me with your company, | 


for juſt as long at F airfield.” A 1 
« Don't 
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« Don't doubt my compliance with your 


wiſhes ;—when we are tired of Wales, we will 
adjourn into Hertfordſhire, by way of va- 
I am the moſt unceremoinous mortal 
in the world; among my friends ; and I pro- 
teſt to you, I never yet formed an acquaint- 


ance that I liked half ſo well, after an inti- 


macy of ſeven years, as I do you after one of 
as many days.—But now be ſeated,” con- 


ducting him into a large parlour, © and I 


will enquire what my people have provided 
for our entertainment — by water 
Is F lure to _ me an appetite.” 


Had this young Welchman been bis bes 
ther, Clement thought he could not have 
been more affectionately ſolicitous for his re- 


covery: he muſt have gueſſed ſome ſecret 


ſorrow preyed upon his mind; it was there- 
fore doubly kind to have thus inveigled him 
W. houſe, inſtead of leaving him to 

EEE loſs of ſo lively a companion, who 
had half reconciled him to that world he till 


| felt ſo diſguſted with ;—and though he 
| | fancied 


r fancied all places. were alike to him, before 


ll night he ſincerely wiſhed his little villa ſtood | 
at the foot of ſome of the lofty hills he admired 5 


from the windows of his friend's houſe. 
A moſt elegant, as well as comfortable 


ſeparated for the night, Meredith requeſted 


N 


Don't regulate your movements by 
—_ {aid he; admit me, or not, as you 


the regulator of your conduct, which may 
{though I ſincerely hope the contrary) make 
you ſometimes prefer your dreſſing room to 
the ſaloon ;—ſo now bon joir { I. "truſt you 
im will ſleep * better here than at * by, 


ho Leaving him to his repoſe, an ad 
till room was prepared for his valet, who had 


he alio received particular injunctions to prepare 


a Zin - .  overy 


2 
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apartment was allotted him; and when they | 


he would conſider himſelf at Fairfield, and | 
give his valet orders accordingly, 5 


5 « 
— 
- 1 * U 
wa OR, 9” > r 
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find yourſelf in {pirits to bear with my-non- 
ſenſe, as I muſt inſiſt upon your health being 
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every thing for his maſter he was accuſtomed 


to have at home, and not to diſturb him in 


the morning, let what would be his orders, 


till he rung his bell, 


1 CHAP. v. 


Viey much invigorated SY a better nick 
than he had had for the laſt fortnight, and 


by a bowl of goat's whey, which his ſervant 
brought to his bed- ſide when he entered his 
room, Clement joined Meredith at his ac- 
cuſtomed breakfaſt hour, in ſo much better 
ſpirits, than he had ever ſeen him, that he 

Jane with a look fully expreflive of his 
Cation, he would take outa diploma, and 


begin to practiſe phyſic, ſince his preſcrip- 


tions had ſuch good _— ; and, by way 
of 


of f 
the 
the 

pur 
ſhac 
fine 
ſitu; 
ral: 
the 


ſpec 
The 


| {cen 


of T 
that 
whic 
Mer 
Clen 


cc 
lieve 
mine 
ſeat 
tues, 
their 


nn 


of forwarding his cure, adviſed a ramble in 
the park, as he was impatient to ſhew him 
the lions in his neighbourhood ; for which 
purpoſe he led. him to a very pleaſant and 
ſhady eminence, from which they had a very 
fine view of the neat village of Tregony, 
ſituated on the banks of the Wye, and ſeve- 
ral adjacent feats, which agreeably diverſified 
the ſcene, and added confiderably to a pro- 
ſpect at once ſtupendous and romantic.— 
The moſt prominent feature in the varied 
| ſcene was the magnificent, but ancient Caſtle 
of Tregony, which ſtood in an extenfive park 
that roſe in a gradual aſcent from the river, 
which, on that fide, formed its boundary. 
Meredith, who perceived, it had caught 
Clement's attention, ſaid— | 


ee 


by 


« Is not that a noble building? I be- 
leve that manſion is almoſt coeval with 
mine, and its own groves—it is the pitincipal 
ſeat of the Marquis of Ormond, whole vir- 
tues, I am ſorry to ſay, have not met with 
their reward in this world ; but I ſuppoſe you 

| are 
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are no ſtranger to the recent occurrence 
' which Iallude to?? 
Upon my word you are miſtaken al 
have of late led fo ſecluded a life, that I am 
as ignorant of what has been paſſing in the 
great world as- that peaſant boy who is 
watching his ſheep.— From a queſt; ion of 
Mr. Hervey's, during our journey to' Briſtol, 
reſpecting yourlelt, while. you were upon the 
box, I underſtood ſome unexpected diſco- 
very had lately taken place in the Ormond 
family; your reſuming your ſeat in the car- in 
riage prevented me from expoſing my ig- 
norance reſpecting your expectations, and of ane 
courſe gave a turn to the diſcourſe.“ 
« May J enquire what was the queſtion ?” Ih 
« Simply whether you were, or rather had tur 
not been preſumptive heir to Lord Oi mond. i 
You know how well prepared I was to ſatisfy don 


tus curioſity by way of puniſhing him, I the 
had, half a mind to have referred him to freq 
TY - fron 

« I wiſh, with all my ind; you had, it is 
me : 


replied Meredith, laughing very heartily, | 
Tus though V 
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though I ſhould have thought Old Parry 


muſt have known I never was, nor never ; 
ſhall be heir to either the Ormond titles 
or eſtates ;--but I ſhould have enjoyed 
quizzing Hervey. But the ſtory, connected 
with the events both him and I alluded to, 
is long and melancholy, and your ſpirits are 
not yet ſufficiently in alto, to induce me to 
make you participate in the grief and diſap- 
pointment of the excellent Marquis and his 
truly amiable wife. They have not been long 
in Wales, but his Lordihip has been or- 

dered to try the keen air of our mountains, 


and drink goat's whey; And as I poſitively 


think your complaint rather fimilar to his, 
[ have taken upon myſelf. to preſcribe in my 
turn. Like you, his Lordſhip is fond of 
indulging his own reflections, and this I 
don't approve of; therefore, as I am upon 
the moſt intimate footing at the caſtle, I 
frequently contrive to divert his thoughts 
from always recurring to the ſame object, if 
it is only by making him laugh at, or lecture 
me for, my folly ; elſe they ſee very little 
_—_—_—  : com- 
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company—there again you find they re- 


ſemble you though, 1 muſt acknowledge, 


the neighbouring gentry are neither calcu- 


lated to ſhine in a faſhionable party, nor, by 


their ſocial converſe, to contribute to the 
amuſement of Lord and Lady Ormond ;— 


one family excepted, they are all true (the 
females I mean) village, or, if you like it 
better, country goſſips. But now turn to 
the right, and obſerve that elegant modern 
building, which we number among our fine 
houſes: the pleaſure- grounds are particularly 


well laid out; it was the reſidence of the : 
Earl of Clancaſtle— I am ſure I need not add 


he is an Admiral; but you may not know 
that Lord Ormond has the misfortune to call 
him brother by marriage ;—at preſent he is 


a ſelf-baniſhed exile. Could I have had my. 


will, I think I ſhould have condemned him 
to the rack, and even then have thought his 
puniſhment very inadequate to his crimes. 


But no more of the wretch z—his ſeat has 


been lately ſold, aud is now inhabited by a 


very auuabic young couple, of the name of 


Grafton; - 
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Grafton; a ſiſter of the gentleman's is upon 
a viſit there, a very fine woman, who is ſtill 
in ſecond mourning for a very rich old huſ- 
band. She does not ſcruple to acknowledge 
that ſhe married Idlely for his money—whe- 
ther ſhe broke his heart, or otherwiſe wor- 
ried him to death, I ſhan't take upon me to 
ſay; but ſhe has now ſeven thouſand a-year, 
V holly at her own diſpoſal; and ſhe ſeems 
very impatient to beſtow that and her ſweet 
ſelf upon the firſt man of any conſequence 
who puts in for the prize. During a whole 

month ſhe was the rage at Tregony 3 but 
about a fortnight before I left home, a moſt 
powerful rival to the young widow appeared 
upon our horizon—Lady Diana Rochdale, 
ſiſter to the preſent Earl of Harold, who is 
upon a viſit to her aunt. Unfortunately the 
Hon. Mrs. Morgan has been obliged, for 


very good reaſons, to take up her abode in a 


a ſmall houſe, which ſhe divides with the 
village blackſmith; a circumſtance rather 
mortifying to the pride of both ladies.“ 


% , 


E 2 I ſhould 
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« ] ſhould ſuppoſe fo,” ſaid Clement; 


« but Mr. Hervey gave me to underſtand 
you were the magnet which had drawn Lady 


Diana into Wales.“ 


 « That was one of his friend Parry's cha- 
ritable ſurmiſes. How often have I been 
married by my kind neighbours ! every thing 


was confidered as concluded upon between 
me and Mrs. Cleremoat (Mr. Grafton's 


ſiſter) before the titled lady's arrival; but I 
preſume it is thought her Ladyinip will carry 
the day, though, upon my honour, I have 


never exchanged a dozen words with either: 


but were I, as a penance for my fins, forced 


to confer my name upon either, I ſhould 


indubitably prefer gilt, to ruſty iron chains. 
But I have a fort of natural antipathy to 
modern fine ladies, let the character be ever 
ſo well ſupported ; and I muſt acknowledge 
the widow's age, fortune, and figure are all 
in her favour ;—whereas pooi Lady Dy. has 
ſhewn her face in every public place in Lon- 
don during the winter, and every faſhionable 


water drinking place in the ſummer, for the 


4 | laſt 


laſt fifteen years, without having obtained 
the ſerious notice of any man worth ac- 
ceptance; therefore, having thus uſelefily 
expended her ſmall fortune and origi- 
nal bloom, ſhe is come to try her for- 
tune among us unpoliſhed Cambrians.— 
She certainly has been handſome, nay is {till 
a fine woman of two-and-thirty ; ſhe pru- 
dently, however, finks ſeven years when 
ſhe mentions her age, and takes no 
ſmall pains to make her appearance coin- 


cide with her calculation; and I have not 


undeceived any of my neighbours who miſ. 
take half a foot of rouge for natural bloom 
and extol her condeſcenſion to the kies be- 
cauſe ſhe viſits every where fo freely. She 
18 ſeldom or ever at home, which ſuits both 
her pocket and her inclination.— ] let a little 
ſcheme on foot before I went to London, 
which may, if it ſucceeds, procure her a huſ- 
band; for I really wiſh to tranſplant ſuch a 
ſcion into our village. Pray obſerve that. 
low long-fronted houſe at the extremity of it— 
that is the very habitation I have fixed upon 
1 3 for 
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for her Ladyſhip. Its owner, Sir Jeremy 


- Manfel, Baronet, is a ſtout, healthy, good- 
looking ſportſman, who particularly piques 
himſelf upon his knowledge in angling, dex- 
terity in ſhooting, and the breed of his dogs 


and horſes ;—he can't bear a baſhful, or, as 


he terms it, a ſqueamiſh prude, therefore 
Lady Dy. has hit his fancy ; and I endea- 
voured to tan the flame into a blaze, but I 
have had ſome qualms of conſcience upon 
finding myſelf likely to ſucceed ; for he 
really poſſeſſes more good qualities than 
ought to fall to the ſhare of ſuch a woman's 
huſband. I therefore think I ſhall give him 
A rival, and adviſe him to turn his thoughts 


towards the young widow ; ſo you find I am 


as buſily employed in marrying my neigh» 
bours, as they are in diſpoſing of me. But 
1 do not ſo much wonder at their having 
paired me with Lady Diana, as I have been 
upon very intimate terms with her brother; 


he has been upon the Continent for the laſt 


two years, and as he left England ſome thou- 


lands worle than nothing, I don't think he 
5 1 will 


ti 


fri 
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will return very ſpeedily ; ; though there was 
a report, ſome tiwe back, that he had 
lately married a very rich woman; but I 
can't credit the ſtory, which I rather ſuſpect 
is a fabrication of Lady Diana s to increaſe i 
her own conſequence.” | 

« A very probable conjeture,” faid Cle- 
ment, « from your character of her Lady- 
ſhip. But pray where am I to look for 
Mr. Parry s refidence ?” 

« You can't ſee it to advantage from 
hence :—that is the back front ; the gardens 
are more laid out for ule than ſhew, but the 
houſe is handſome and commodious. The 
dld fellow 15 thought to be very rich, but he 
is an abominable miſer. However he has 
got a ſon, a bad copy of Sir Jeremy Manſel; 
a half-bred fine gentleman, who will ſoon 
circulate his ſavings pro bono publico. They 
ſometimes viſit at the caſtle, as the old man 
keeps a carriage Sir Jeremy ſtyles his market- 
cart, and in good truth it deſerves the appella- 
tion, for it brings all the proviſions forthe family 
from Chepſtow; in ſhort, he is a compound of 

| 0 oſtentat ion 
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oſtentation and meanneſs, and his ſon, of 
ignorance and pride. 


Jeremy; * Vat that moment a ſervant of 
Meredith's came to let him know that Lord 
and Lady Ormond were juſt arrived. — 


« Will you allow me to introduce _ to 


them, Mr. Davenport?“ 


Not to-day, my kind friend—ſome other 


time I will avail myſelf of your politeneſs; 
ſo pray haſten to receive your viſiters, while 
I take a _ upon the banks of this beau- 
tiful river,” 


Thus the friends parted; and when they 
met again in the dining- parlour, Meredith 
told Clement he had promiſed to take him 
over to the caſtle the following day. | 


ff They dined Z#te-a-te&te, about ſeven 
o'clock. As his gueſt ſeemed in ſo much bet- 
ter ſpirits than when he firſt arrived at 
Clifton 5Meredith ſtarted up 8 


„ Will 


a He is the rival I have 
it in contemplation to ſtart againſt Sir 


in 


NC 
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ce. Win you do me a very great ert _ 
« Put me to the trial,” he anſwered. 
« You may perhaps remember my tell- 
ing you at Clifton, I muſt be at home my a 
certain time ?” | 

I regretted the circumſtance too much 
not to recollect it.” 

Why then you muſt know, I am en- 
| gaged this very evening to a Welch fete, 
which is to begin with tea, and end in a ball 
and ſupper ;—as I was the promoter of the en- 
tertainment, independent of the diverſion, I 
really expect I muſt make my appearance 
there; and if you will accompany me, I 
will take upon me to promiſe you ſome 
amuſement. Vou have no need to dance, 
though there are ſome pretty girls, /ans pre- 
tenſions, in the neighbourhood, who make 
excellent partners; and I am ſure you won't 
object to being introduced as my friend. I 
would not preſs you ſo much to join a 
faſhionable party—that would not have no- 
velty to recommend it; but you will never 
4 | have 


82 ELLESMERE. 


; have ſuch another opportunity of ſeeing my 


neighbours in all their glory.” | 

Now have not you perſuaded the 
Baronet to pay this public homage to the 
fair Lady of quality ?—but be that as it 
may, I am at your orders. In conſideration 
of my introductor, I hope the young ladies 


will excuſe my want of gallantry if I ſhould 
' fit down to cards with their mothers = 


aunts.” 


to, you have always met with elderly women 
of ſenſe and faſhion, with whom it was 
amuſement to paſs an hour at whiſt ; but at 
the Baronet's (for I plead guilty. to having 
adviſed him to give his goddeſs this proof of 


his love) you will only meet with a parcel of 


ignorant, abſurd, old women among the 


card- players, who only underſtand Quadr ille 


or All-fours, and who would haraſs you to 
death with their inceſſant wrangling, ringing 
the bell, and giving orders for the carriage 


immediately.“ 
« But 


* Oh, you ſhan't undergo ſuch a penance, 
In the aſſemblies you have been accuſtomed 
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« But you mean to allow me half an 
hour to change my dreſs ?” 

Upon my word you are very much miſ- 
taken; why, you might go, nay even dance 
in boots, if you preferred them to ſhoes. 1 
am ſometimes tempted to dreſs abſurdly, | 
merely to induce Hugh Parry, and a few 


more of his ſtamp, who look up to me as 


the criterion of faſhion, to follow my exams= 
ple; elſe I never dreſs more than I am at 
preſent, in Wales, upon any occaſion. But 
remember, the moment you feel yourſelf 
fatigued, we will make our exit; for, was 


your health to ſuifer through your politeneſs, 


I ſhould never forgive myſelf for having even 


| aſked. you to accompany me.“ 


cc You have hitherto proved yourſelf 0 
good a phyſician, I put infinite faith in your 
preſent preſcription,“ gaily replied Clement; 
« for, like Sterne, I am apt to believe 
© every time a man ſmiles, but much more 
ſo when he laughs, it adds ſomething to this- 
traginent. of life.“ 


= « And! 
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« And I firmly ſubſcribe to the ſame creed. 


But here is the carriage, ſo let us be going 5 
Sir Jeremy will have ſent me to the regions 
below twenty times before we get there, and 
his amiable mother and handſome ſiſter will 


have loſt all patience, as I am certain we 


have kept tea waiting.“ 


This was faid croſſing the hall, and in 


few ſeconds ey drove from the door. 


« And * the ladies of the Manſel family 


approve of Sir Jeremy's choice of a wife?“ 


aſked Clement. 
II dare fay not,“ replied Mendes 


« nor of my overlooking the charms of Miſs 


Rebecca—a gaunt, fallow, bard-featured 
damſel, about Lady Diana's age; ſtill I am 
a great favourite with the Lady mother, be- 
cauſe my mother was an Earl's daughter ; for 
I believe I owe her great politeneſs to no one 
other confideration—very flattering you muſt 
allow: —I really believe ſhe had hopes of 


numbering 1 Lord and Lady Ormond among 


her 
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her gueſts; but Sir Jeremy, though he of 
courſe paid them the compliment of inviting 
them, was not quite ſo abſurd. —But here is 
Manſel Houſe; is not the 3 trulxß 
mn * | 


They ſtopped, while he was ſpeaking, at 
a large pair of iron gates, which led into a 
ſpacious court-yard, in the middle of which 
was a ſtone baſon and a large leaden Triton, 
which threw up water in the imitation of a 
jet d'eau ; four other ſtatues, of equal mag- 
nitude and the ſame materials, ornamented 
as many graſs plats interſected with gravel 


walks. 


« There is Welch taſte !”” obſerved Mere- 
dith. Capability Brown muſt have ac- 
knowledged himſelf outdone, had he ever 
ſeen this place but rain, hail, or blow, 
drefſed or undreſſed, every body is obliged 
to parade up this long gravel walk.” 


The 
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The approach of Sir Jeremy, who began 
to abuſe Meredith for having made it ſo late, 


prevented him from making any more re- 4 
marks. at 
| 5 1 | th 
Allow me to introduce a particular 
friend of mine, Sir Jeremy Mr. Davenport; 
I knew I need not ſtand upon ceremony, and ſic 
that he would not be a leſs welcome, though de 
an uninvited, gueſt.“ 2 ſh 
„ You are very right; the more the m 
merrier, ſay I ;—but you are welcome to kr 
Tregony, Mr. Davenport, and {till more 
heartily to this houſe—'tis a queer old- 
faſhioned place I know, but I am as glad to co 
ſee my friends, as if I was maſter of the WI 
Caſtle.“ 
There was a pleaſing, good-tempered ex- De 
preſſion in Sir Jeremy's countenance, and a Je: 


fincerity in bis rough manners which pre- 
judiced Clement greatly in his favour ; nor 
was the Baronet, who was not deficient in 


Point of underſtanding, leſs ſtruck with the 
elegant 
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elegant manly graces of the handſome 
ſtranger, which he ſignified to Meredith in 
a whiſper as they advanced, who, without 
anſwering him, enquired if the heroine of 

the fete was arrived. 


« You have ſuch d d queer expreſ- 
ſions, Edwin, I am often at a loſs to un- 
derſtand you; but if you mean Lady Dy, 
ſhe has been here this half hour, and has 
more than once enquired after you but I 
know the grapes are ſour, if ſhe don't.“ 


They now paſſed througha glaſs-door that 
communicated with the ſaloon or parlour, in 
which the company was aſſembled. 


« Ts not this amazingly convenient, Mr. 
Davenport?“ ſaid Meredith; “ you find Sir 
Jeremy has no need of a porter.“ 


Clement only ſmiled, and was now led to- 
wards Lady and Miſs Manſel, who were 
even profuſe of compliments to Mr. Mere- 

LL” dith's 
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dith's friend ; and he no longer wondered 
Miſs Becky was ſtill a ſpinſter, though a 


Baronet's ſiſter, as ſhe perfectly anf ſwered 
Meredith's deſcription. | 


Lady Diana was ſeated on the right of 
Lady Manſel, and was rather . undecided 
whether ſhe ſhould or ſhould not endeavour 
to captivate this ſtranger ; but he appeared 


ſo much the man of faſhion, and ſo ſuperior 


even to his friend Meredith, that ſhe thought 
it would be more prudent to ſtick to the 
Baronet. 
Davenport was next introduced, appeared to 


great advantage in ſuch a motley group, 


and Mrs. Cleremont's feathers, &c. were far 


more elegant than thoſe 1 by the 


quality belle. 


Hugh Parry, who, upon the ſtrength of 
his father's riches, fancied himſelf one of the 
firſt men in company, placed himſelf next 
Meredith; and, in a low whiſper, * 
who his companion was ? 

AKC: A 


The Grafton family, to whom 
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« A man of the firſt faſhion and fortune, * 


he replied ; © fhall I introduce you ?” 


« With all my {ou].—Egad ! he ſeems ſen- 


ſible of his own conſequence, for he is as 


much at his eaſe among ſo many ſtrangers as 


I am, who know every body preſent.” 


| Meredith now turning to Clement— 


« Allow me to introduce Mr. Parry, junior, 
to your notice, Mr. Davenport; when you 


are as intimate with him as I am, you will 


be better able to appretiate his merits.” 


Clement, with ſome difficulty, command-' 
ed his countenance ſufficiently to make a 


polite reply. 


Hugh now began to criticize Manſel 
Houſe ; wondered where they were to dance, 


as that was the beſt parlour in the houſe ; 


then aſked if Meredith could not gueſs why 
the Baronet had put himſelf to ſo much ex- 
pence ? 


. To amuſe his nexghbours,” he replied. 
: cc No | 
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No ſuch thing; he wants to get a titled 


wife, but it won't do: Lady Diana Roch- 


dale will never marry a man with only be- 
| tween two and three thouſand a-year, I will 
| be ſworn.” 


*I ͤ can't ſuppoſe ſhe PET if you 


were to declare yourſelf a candidate for her 


favour.” 

* Why I think T ſhould ſtand a better 
chance of ſucceſs than the Baronet.” 
Or her Ladyſhip would not due her 
own intereſt,” rejoined Meredith. But it 
would really be a famous joke, after all the 
| pains and expence Sir Jeremy has been at, if 


you were to run away with the prize. Don't 
you think fo, Davenport? py „ 
Indeed 1 do,” he replied ; e and Mr, 


Parry has ſo many advantages 1n his favour, 
that I am afraid the Baronet would ſtand but 
a * chance.“ 


The notion pleaſed Hugh :—he had no 
thoughts of matrimony, or elſe he had 
never ſeen a woman more to his taſte ; and 


he 
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he ſhould. like to give his 1 name to a real 
Lady. 


Tea being handed about, the converſation 
became more general; and, between eight 
and nine, Miſs Manſel n * 
to "the ball-room. / 


er With all my heart, Beck,“ cried the 
Baronet; * though I will be banged if I 
er know which room you have dignified: by ſo 
it W pompous a name; for this is the largeſt in 
he the houſe, except the great ſtone hall, and 
if the laundry over it.“ 
't Will you never learn to alan decent - 
y. Sir Jeremy ?” aſked his mother ; © let 
r. your ſiſter lead the ways ſince you chuſe to 
r, N appear ſo ignorant.“ | 
« Oh! that ſhe ſhall, mothers for fear L 
ſhould commit any more blunders.“ 


He then approached Lady Dy, whom he 
had previouſly engaged, and deſired all the 
other gentlemen to follow his example.— 


The 


3 


The room was ſoon in a buſtle, though 
many of the young Welchmen kept aloof to 
allow their ſuperiors to pick and chuſe among 
the belles preſent. 


hour before ſupper ?” aſked Meredith, ad- 
dreſſing Clement; for I would not adviſe 
you to think of dancing afterwards.“ 


averſe to appearing ſingular,” 


B . e | 
! 
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« Are you inclined to figure away for an 


« I think I will, as I am particularly 


« Don't let any ſuch conſideration induce 


you to fatigue or overheat yourſelf; you] 
have a very good excuſe for fitting (till ; . je 
never mind what ſuch a party either ſays or 
thinks. But pray obſerve if I don't bring T 
half the heads in the room in conjunction in very 
leſs than half a minute.“ the! 


Approaching the fair widow, and requeſt · ¶ ſavo 


ing the honour of her hand, his demand was MW up 
inſtantly granted, and his prognoſtic fully I ſhev 

| verified; it was even audibly whiſpered the and 
lady would ſoon be a bride, ſhely 


| Perceivin 
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Perceiving no one ſeemed inclined to pay 
Miſs Manſel a ſimilar compliment, Clement 
thought it neceſſary to offer himſelf for her 
acceptance, amply atoning, in the young 
lady's opinion, for the want of taſte and 
politeneſs her countrymen had diſplayed :— 
her tall meagre figure even heightened by 
the extenſion of her ſcraggy neck, and a 


| ſmile of triumph proclaimed the ſatisfaction 
ſhe felt at being for the firſt time in her life 


an object of envy. 


„ Come pray, Beck,” cried the Baronet, 
* let us ſee where ou have put the muſic.” 


The lady directly led the way into a 


very large flone hall that communicated with 
the kitchen, which the gueſts, who were not 


acquainted with the houſe, diſcovered by the 
ſavoury ſmell which ſaluted their noſes, and 
up a ſtaircaſe more intended for uſe than 
ſhew, as it was narrow, ſteep, and winding, 


and led to a very large long room, whoſe | 


ſhelving roof ſufficiently explained it was 


nor: 


* 
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not built for the celebration of ſuch feſtiye 
' revels—it was in good truth no other than 
the laundry; and by way of hiding, and at! 
the ſame time decorating the white-waſhed 
walls, by means of the lines ſometimes uſed 
to extend the linen, Miſs Becky had con. 
trived to faſten oak-boughs, richly orna- 
mented with gold leaf, and intermixed with 
pink paper, formed into true lovers' and other 
knots, and had thus formed a canopy ot 
grove over the dancers“ heads; the candles 
were fo judiciouſly diſtributed, the waving of 
the boughs not only flared and frequently 
extinguiſhed them, but alſo completely ab- 
ſorbed their light; but this ſerious. incon- 
venience was rather remedied by a large braß HHU 
chandelier fuſpended from. the center of the 
cieling, which had been removed out of the 
great hall upon this grand occaſion. The v. 
chimney was entirely concealed, and formed 
into a ſort of arbour to contain the muſicians, 
who, exalted upon three planks, placed upon 1 
as many empty barrels, ſat waiting the word 

of command. 


„ 46 The 
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dry is tranſmogrified ! Did you give Beck 
inſtructions, Edwin?“ 


ed « A lady of ſuch taſte,” \ replied Meredith, 


"MW is far more likely to afford me uſeful 
a hints when I venture to follow your exam- 
th ple, Sir Jeremy. I proteſt 1 think Miſs 
der Manſel has even improved upon the de- 
ot 


ſcriptions we have read of the late fetes at 
les F rogmore.“ | 


of « If this is taſte, the Lord keep me from 
tly any more ſuch exhibitions !” replied the 


in three minutes; eat me if we ſhan't look 
like ſo many fairies dancing in a wood to the 


the light of glow-worms.” 

the _ 

The Very happy to have any excuſe to give 
mes way to their mirth, the whole company burſt 
aus into a loud, and for ſome time ungovernable, 
r fit of laughter, which the Baronet's con- 


5 tinued 


Baronet ; „why, the candles will all be out 


00 The Lord be good unto us ih exclaimed 
the Baronet, the moment he entered this 


decorated apartment, * how the poor laun- 


— 
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tinued ridiculous remarks greatly encou- 
q raged. n 


Beck's dreſs, be chi el was quite of a bh; 


piece with her decorations—pink and green of 
were the two predominant colours; and the an 
dim lights bore ſome reſemblance to her + 
eyes. the 

5 ” | Wilt 
Exceſſively provoked, the affronted lady MW mo 
with difficulty reſtrained her tears, till Cle- ing 
ment, who rather pitied her, by ſome ver ed 
acceptable well-turned compliments, reſtored pea 
her good humour and former {ſmile to her mot 


countenance ; and Sir Jeremy, having ex- no 
amined the orcheſtra, pronounced the ma- 

chinery might do if the men did not make E 
too free with ſtrong beer, in which caſe ther refer 
necks would be in danger.—He now led 


Varic 
Lady Dy. to the head of the room, obſerv-WM Man 
ing, if they did not begin, they ſhould be with 
ſummoned to ſupper before they were hall 


down the firſt dance. 


Unfor- 


1 


tol- 


Uatatübslehy the band had not got the 


muſic of the three firſt dances her Ladyſhip 
called—the fourth they were able to ſcrape; - 
but Sir Jeremy, never having made a ſtudy -. 


of the exerciſe, frequently put the ſet out, 


and confuſed his honourable partner ſo much, 
that ſhe rather peeviſhly deſired him to name 
the ſecond dance, which he blundered down : 

with far more ſucceſs ; when, to his infinite 


mortification, her Ladyſhip propoſed chang- 
ing partners, in conformity to the eſtabliſh- 
ed etiquette of the faſhionable world, and ap- 
pealed (as the moſt likely to ſupport her 
motion) to Davenport, whether it was not 
now become a 33 cuſtom. | 


= 


He politely evaded anſwering her queſtion, 
referring her to the other ladies ; who, fror 


various motives, warmly ſupported her; Miſs 
Manſel excepted, who, for once, agreed 


with her brother in reprobating faſhionable 


cuſtoms ;—but they were overruled, and 
Hugh Parry, eagerly ſeizing the opportunity, 


marched up to her Ladyſhip to ſupply the a 


vel F Baronet's 
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Haronet's place. A latent hope of obtaining 
the hand of the intereſting, graceful, and 
now animated invalid, had induced her to 
diſcard Sir Jeremy; ſtill, knowing young 
Parry to be one of the richeſt men in com- 
pany, and-even more likely to become her 
dupe than her titled * ſhe readily ac- 
{| woage his ater. 


The „ by wav of piquing the high- 
bred belle, led out Mrs. Cleremont ; and 
Meredith favoured Miſs Manſel, who now 
agreed it was as well to change partners, if 
only for the ſake of variety. Clement, hav- 

ing rather exhauſted both his ſtrength and 
his breath, choſe to look on till after ſupper, 
which Mifs Becky attributed ſolely to his 
Tegret at being deprived of her fair hand, and 
endeavoured by her encouraging ſmiles, 

whenever ſhe could catch his eyes, to conſole | 

him under his heavy . N 


Hugh Parry was a far better dancer than 
the Baronet ; his father, wiſhing to bring him 
up 


im 


up 
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up like a gentleman, had engaged one of 
the band, now employed, to mitiate him in 


that graceful ſcience, at the enormous ex- 


pence of ſixpence a leſſon, twice a-week for 


ſome years —in conſequence of theſe adyan- 


tages, he was perfectly verſed in the figures 


of all the dances his old maſter could play, 


and was ſo gallant, and ſo aſſiduous, and ſo 
wel] encouraged, that he aſked Meredith, 
with an air of exultation, when they were 


| ſummoned to ſupper, what he thought of 


his ſuccels ? 


« Oh | you have quite eclipſed the Baro- 

t,” he replied ; © he is poſitively Jealous 
f . marked preference with which, Lady: 
Diana treats you.” 


« Yes, yes, I will be So if hegives 


any more balls.” 


As the party were now crowding Fes 


the narrow ſtaircaſe, there was no time for 


further converſation. - The Baronet had been 
lenouſly mortified by her Ladyſhip's beha- 
„ viour, 


— 
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viour, and by way of convincing her be no 


longer conſidered her as the Queen of the 


Revels, he led Mrs. Cleremont down ſtairs, 


and transferred all the attention he had paid 
Lady Diana to the elegant widow 3 while 


Hugh Parry amply made up for his de- 
Actency to her Eadyſhip. | 


The fupper was ſet out in the large hall 


they had croſſed in their way to the ball- 


room, upon two long tables, placed on either 
fide, with benches next the walls, and chairs 


and flools without ww | : : 


Lady Manſel took her ſeat at the head of 


one, and Sir Jeremy placed himſelf at the 


bottom; Miſs Becky preſided at the other, 
and the Clergyman of the pariſh officiated 


as her aſſiſtant. By Lady Manfel's advice, 
the ladies took the ſeats next the walls, and 


the gentlemen the chairs on the other fide, 


as they would be leſs incommoded by the 
fervants leaning over them to change the 
; Plates, or remove the diſhes, : 


. et eee a A E———_ _ * 


Enough 
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Enough ſmoked upon the boards to have 
fatisfied twice as many ploughmen at a har- 


veſt-hiome as there were gentlemen and ladies 


aſſembled to partake of this light repaſt: 
fix roaſt pigs, three upon each table, and as 
many pieces of beef, had been provided by 
the expreſs order of Sir Jeremy, in ſpite of 
the remonſtrances of his mother and ſiſter, 
who alledged that they had never ſeen ſuch 
ſupper diſhes at any other houſe ; but he was 
obſtinate, and they were obliged to yield, 
but did not curtail. the fowls, ducks, &c. 
they thought it neceſſary to crowd the tabler 
with. 


Every thing was pronounced excellent of 
its kind; and Lady Manſel amuſed her 


table with a variety of receipts for different _ 
made-diſhes which were exhibited as ſpeci- 
mens of her culinary talents z and. was par- 


ticularly ſorry to find Mr. Davenport, to 
whom both ſhe and her daughter paid the 
molt marked attention, could do but very 
little honour to her well · choſen repaſt. 

55 F 3. 
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At laſt, to Clement's great joy—as the | 


ftrong ſmell of ſuch a quantity of hot diſhes 
(which indeed half the cooks in the neigh- 
bourhood had aſſiſted to prepare, and every 
out-houſe and room that would at all an- 
{wer the purpoſe, having been turned into a 
kitchen upon the occaſion) was almoſt more 


than he could bear, and he felt very un· 
willing to break in upon the general hilarity 


by leaving the table ; at laſt, however, they 
were begun to be removed, to make way 
for the deſſert; when, unfortunately, the 


Baronet's coachman ſeizing an uncut pig. 


placed in the diſh as if ſtill alive, which 
ſtood oppoſite Clement and Meredith, by 


an unlucky flouriſh of his hand, made the 


animal roll not only out of the diſh, but 
Pen 1 ſhoulder. 


Meredith, perceiving what was likely to 
happen, had in vain attempted to ſave 


him from the impending danger; but be- 


tween them both they did prevent the poor 


it 


| P's from falling _ the floor, and replaced | 


N . 
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t in the diſh that the terrified ſervant final 


in his hand; as Lady Manſel's and Miſs 


Becky's ſcreams, upon perceiving how ma- 
terial a ſufferer their favourite had been, al- 


moſt bereft him of his few remaining ſenſes. | 


Sir Jeremy; in a till greater rage than either 
his mother or ſiſter, called the fellow a 
d—d clumſy ſtupid oaf ; which fo confounded. 


| the man, in his haſte to retreat, he let both. 
diſh and pig fall the ſecond time, and while. 


he was ſcrambling upon the floor to recover 
them, Sir Jeremy, enraged beyond all en- 


durance, ſtarted upon his legs, and ſeizing a 


roaſt duck, which flood very near him, le- 
velled it with all his might at the ſervant's 
head. He did not, however, take a good 
aim, as the duck, after grazing Meredith's 
arm, caught in old Mr. Parry's buſh wig, who 
fat nearly oppoſite at the other table, and 
brought it to the ground, to the infinite 
diverſion of every one but the Baronet, Lady, 
and Miſs Manſel. | 


+4. -  - Clement” 
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Clement and Meredith, who had been the 
firſt to laugh at their own misfortunes, had 


ſet the old gentleman ſo good an example, 
that he joined moſt heartily in the general 
mirth, during which the frightened coach- 
man made his eſcape, and Sir Jeremy, who 


was implicated in his guilt” by the effect of 


his own awkwardneſs, readily acknowledged 


"a 


he was as much to blame as the ſervant. 


Lady and Miss Manſel confounded them- 


ſelves in excuſes to the gentlemen, mention- 


ing ſeveral things proper to take out greaſe- 
ſpots; and Sir Jeremy accompanied them 


into another room to waſh their hands, &c. 


and provided Davenport with a neck-hand- 


kerchief, who proteſted he was not -at all 


ſorry for what had happened, as the ladies 


could not be offended with bim for ſitting 


ſtill. out of compaſſion to their olfactory 


Meredith was alſo happy Sir Jeremy had 


afforded him a ſimilar excuſe, and requeſted 
Clement 


TY 
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Clement would allow him to order the car- 


riage the moment he wiſhed to retire; but 


the latter was really in ſuch.unuſual ſpirits, 
and ſo unwilling to take his kind hoſt home 


a moment. before. he. would. have left the 


party had. he. been alone, that he could not 


ſubmit, he gaily told him, to be thought an. 
invalid that evening. 

They then returned to the company; and, 
to their infinite relief, the Baronet propoſed 


a bumper toaſt, to put a ſtopꝑ to his mother's: 
renewed excuſes. 


Between twelve and one the ball was re- 
newed by thoſe ladies who could get part- 


ners, and thoſe gentlemen who were not too 


tipſy to ſtand up; and the dancing was now * 
ſo truly ludicrous, that Clement, who, arm 


in arm with Meredith, for ſome time paced 
the ball- room, laughed more than he had 


done ſince his return to England. 


7 5 5 3 Hugh: 
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Hugh Parry was ſo noify, nay even rude, 
that he was at laſt compelled to fit down, 
and choſe to place himſelf on the ground 
in the arbour, which formed the orcheſtra, iM 1o 
to admire the girls' legs, he ſaid ; but, in cu 
reality, in hopes of finding an opportunity MW m 
to greaſe the fidlers' bows, and thus ſpoil 
the dancing; when, all of a ſudden, he for 
ſtarted up, and ſtaggering paſt Clement and to 
Meredith, gave them a fi Snificant wink, rei. 


. e ma 
and 

« ] will ſhew you ſome rare fun pre- 
ſently,” and away he went. ; 
un: 


They paid very little attention to what he to; 
had faid, and were talking of going, when {pri 
he returned with his two hands in his coat 
pockets, and giving the friends another 
knowing look, {wore he would ſoon make the 
dancers caper to another tune, and reſumed 
his former ſeat. 


«6 Noy 
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« Now what has that filly fellow got in 
his pate ?” cried Meredith. 

« Some miſchief, if we may judge by his 
looks,” replied Clement; * 1 own. I am 
curious to know if he will keep his pro- 
miſe.” = 

« Tam of opinion the mountain will bring 
| forth a mouſe; for he has a very poor head 
to execute even his own ſhallow contrivances, 
rejoined Meredith; © but he ſeems to be. 
making his way out from among the boughs, 
and that grin upon his countenance— 


vn, 
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At that moment a moſt tremendous and 
unaccountable noiſe put an 1nftantaneous: 
ſtop to both muſic and dancing; the band 


t he 
ſprung from their elevated ſeats, bringing, 


hen 


coat their elegant arbour or awning down with 
ther them. Hugh, not having been able to ef- 
the fect his eſcape in time, was entangled in the 


decorations, and trampled upon by the fright- 
ened muſicians; the lights were nearly all 
extinguiſhed, and the ſcreams of the ladies, 
exclamations of ſurpriſe of the gentlemen, 
FS - groans 
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groans of the band, who, proſtrate on the 


floor, dared not move, rendered the whole 4 


ſcene of confufion, better imagined t] than de- 2 
| ſcribed. a 
h 
The Baronet, who ſupported bis fainting h 
partner, the voung widow, 1n his arms, un- fe 
able to move either backwards or forwards, fi 
thought the houſe was falling about their f 
ears, till Meredith, who had gueſſed almoſt n 
at the moment of the exploſion from what it 0 
Proceeded, called out— v 
| | fl 

0 « It is only one of the empty barrels has 
burſt, good folks; you have no need to be | 
o dreadfully . are in no dan- Vi 
_ 0 . te 
| Py. ſe 
But his kind endeavours to moderate the n 
general panic proved ineffectual; and the h 
company, as with one accord, ruſhed down 0 
ſtairs, leaving only himſelf, Clement, and t 
the author of the miſchief to examine what 1 


| Gamags he had m— who ſprang up the T: 
moment 
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moment he found him elf alone with them, 
and requeſted, for God's fake, they would 
aſſiſt him in concealing his unlucky prank, 


at leaſt from the ladies; acknowledging he 


had been tempted, upon perceiving a bung- 
hole open in one of the caſks, to throw in a 
few crackers, by way of ſtartling the old 
fidlers ; he therefore went out to prepare 
ſome in the Baronet's ſtudy. -but ſuppoſed he 


muſt have overcharged them, as they went 


off almoſt the moment he bad (having pre- 


viouſly ſet light to a bit of nn 


flung them into the hole. 


Meredith condemned his childiſh folly 
very ſeverely, as it might have proved fatal 
to ſome of the company, proteſting he de- 
ſerved to be expoſed ; but, upon his promiſes 
never to be guilty of ſo raſh a trick again, 


he aſſiſted him to open the windows to let 
out the ſmell of the gunpowder, and agreed 


to ſay the noiſe proceeded from the burſt- 
ing of one of the barrels, the heat having 
rarefied the foul air it might be ſuppoſed to 

| 8 3 
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contain;—and then, having convinced theme 
ſelves no further danger could ariſe from the 
ſcattered lights and boughs, they went down 
to join the company, whoſe alarm had ra- 
ther ſubſided, and were now preparing to 
depart. Their ſtory paſſed current, and poor 
Miſs Becky alone was blamed for what ſhe 
had very innocently occafioned. 


Mieredith's carriage having been ordered 

Juſt before the buſtle, the friends were the 
firſt to ſet off; and as Clement's renovated 
ſpirits were not abſolutely proof againſt the 
fatigue he had undergone, he retired more 
unwell than he had been ſince he had left 
Fairfield, 


CHAP, 


82 


* 


CHAP. VI. 


Ir was near twelve before Meredith rofe, 


and not finding Davenport in the breakfaſt 


room, he enquired if he was ſtirring? The 
ſervant to whom he put the queſtion, be- 


lieved not—his valet had * carried him up 


a baſon of tea. 


Fearful he had over fatigued himſelf, 
Meredith went up ſtairs to make further and 


more minute enquiries concerning his health. 


The valet, whom he found in his dreſſing- 
room, told him his maſter had had a bad 
night, no unuſual thing with him; but he 


hoped, as he ſeemed rather ſo inclined, that he 


had 


| 
|| 
| 
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had fallen aſleep again, which he frequently; 
did when: he breaktaſted i in bed. 


« Then. I will not diſturb vim,” he re- 
bla ; *I am afraid we ſtaid out too late; 


but I hope he won't find any ſerious bad 


effects from having deviated from his ac- 
euſtomed regularity. Let. me. know when 
he wakes.” ; \ 


During his breakfifl, he blamed himſelf | 
very ſeverely for not having come home im 
but ſtill hoped 


mediately after ſupper; 
Davenport would not. be any material ſuf- 


ferer through his complaiſance, and thought 
a ride to the Caſtle would both enliven and 


prove of ſervice to him. He had ſcarcely 
finiſned, before he was informed Clement 
was awake, and 3 haſtened into his 
room. 


« Well, how are you,. my dear: friend ae 


was his nn, as he drew near the bed; 


% 


—— 
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« do you think you ſhall be ahle to accom- 
pany me to Lord Ormond's.“ | 

« Why 1. hardly know,” replied Clement, 
in a lower voice than he generally ſpoke ; 
« but I will endeavour to ſhake off ahes lu | 


ki.” 
«© We certainly ſtaid out too late laſt 


night—but I hope you have: not. caught any 
cold ; give me Fore hand. 


Dewenpnst- Al as is deſired, and the valet 


having undrawn the curtain, Meredith fairly 


ſtarted upon perceiving the altered looks of 
his gueſt : large drops of cold dew ſtood 
upon his forehead, and his hand, though 
almoſt i ICY, was very clammy. , | 


" Good God! ! you . very indifferent, 
he cxclamnes ; you muſt have ſome ad- 
vice. x 5 — 15 
Don't alarm yourſelf, my kind friend; 

J have frequently been 2 at Faiifield 


than I am now. 


ce T hat 
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* That may be; but you are now fuſ⸗ 
fering for my folly ;—however, pray be ſtill 
for the prefent—repoſe' and quiet will, I 
hope, be of ſervice to you ; only let me 
once more entreat you would conſider your- 
ſelf Ry at home.“ a6 


H. urrying out of the room, exceſſively 
ſhocked with the ſigns of approaching diſſo- 


lution that he fancied he diſcerned in Daven- 


port's countenance, he blamed himſelf 
very ſeverely, in the firſt place, for bringing 
him into Wales, without underſtanding 
the nature of his complaint, and ſtill more ſo 


for having preſſed him te accompany him to 


Sir Jeremy's fete. He now feared he ſhould 
not be able to procure him medical ad- 
vice he might have any opinion of, in waich 
caſe he ſhould certainly. have his death to an- 
11 for. 


Thus "ZAP" alarmed, he refolved to do 
hacking raſhiy; but, ordering his horſe, gal- 


loped over to the Caſtle, to conſult Lord 


hi 
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and Lady Ormond upon what phy ſician he 
had beſt call in, and what other ſteps they 


might think it adviſeable for him to take. 


His countenance was ſo exact an index of 


| his feelings, Lady Ormond exclaimed, the 


moment he entered 


— 


« Your fi iend is worſe, Meredith |” | 
« Your OY: has _— the mos | 
of my viſit.” 


He then related how he had left him, and 
what he was afraid had occaſioned this ſort 


of relapſe; declaring he would not have his 


death to anſwer for, for more than he was 
worth. 


* Why it Was certainly very imprudent to 
preſs a perſon (according to your account in 
the laſt ſtage of a decline) to accompany 


you to what I am ſure was a very riotous 


party,” obſerved the Marchioneſs; “ and I 


think your friend is not exempt from blame 


1 20% 1 | e 1 
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for complying with, ſo inconſiderate a pro- 
Poſal. 


Meredith warmly a his new 
friend, placing his compliance with his pro- 
poſal wholly to a wiſh to oblige, which ſeem- 


ed to predominate in all his actions; reca- 


pitulating how they became acquainted, and 
expatiating with great feeling upon the ſor- 
row of old William, which had particularly 


induced him to court the mad. of 


| Es 


Both the Marquis and Marchioneſs de- 
clared themſelves intereſted in his recovery; 
and both enquired in what he ſuppoſed the 
dejection which attended (and mof{ likely 
increaſed. his complaint) originated, _ 


From ſome diſappointment of a very 


tender nature, I am of opinion,” he an- 


ſwered, from the viſible indifference with 
which he ſeems to regard. the fair ſex. Had 
be been. in mourning, I ſhould: have been 
Lo to. fuſpect he had loſt a beloved 


wite; ; 


wife; but that not being the caſe, I attri- 


bute his melancholy to the death, or, at all 


events, to the loſs of a favourite lady. He 
certainly has been one of the handſomeſt 
men in England, nay, I hardly know whe- 


ther he is not ſo ſtill; though grief and bad 
health have robbed his cheeks of their co- 
Jour, and his eyes of their natural luſtre and 
animation. His perſon is as faultleſs as his 


face, and his manners and converſation are 
at once refined and faſcinating ; altogether 
he is, without exception, one of the moſt 
agreeable companions 1 ever met with; and 
I don't think, ſhort as has been our acquaint- 


ance, I could feel a much ſtrong regard for 
an only brother.“ 


« Then we muſt all unite in our 3 


vours to ſave ſo worthy a member of the 


community,” ſaid the Marchioneſs ; we 
muſt entice him to the Caſtte—you know I 
am a very ſucceſsful doctreſs myſelf ; hut 


meanwhile let me recommend Dr. —; 
one of our grooms ſhall ride over to Chep- 
ftow for him, which will be ſaving time, and 


do 
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do you return to your friend, who ſhould 
not be left alone; deſire the Doctor to call 
here on his return. Methinks I am as 
anxious as yourſelf to hear his real opinion 
of his fituation—it muſt have been a very 
ſevere diſappointment to have made fo deep 
an impreſſion at ſo early an age. But go 
along, dear Meredith, while I ſend off an 
expreſs for the phyſician, 


He was not leſs impatient to return than 
he had been to ſet out ; therefore readily 

_ complied with the Marchioneſs's defires, 
who promiſed to wait upon Mr. Davenport 
herſelf the next day, if he was well enough 
| to receive ſtrangers. | 


To his infinite joy he found Clement up, 
though not much better than when he let 
him, and ſeated near an open window in 
his dreſſing-room. He told him where he 


had been, and whom he expected; again ex- 
preſſing bis ſincere regret for having urged 
him 


ELLESMERE. 
| him to accompany him to the Baronet” 8 pig 


feet 


Clement, revived by a very refreſhing 


breeze, and who thought it a matter of duty 


to endeavour to ſhake off his complaint, 


not hear him; a es. he was W 8 
better, though be would readily, if the phy- 
fician he had ſo kindly ſent for thought 
it needful, take any drugs in the Materia 


Medica, rather than eat, or even again imell 
roaſt ig at ſupper. 


« But mine is a ſtrange diſorder,” he 
continued, © originating in my own folly ; 
and I am perſuaded my cure depends more 


upon my recovering my reaſon, than upon 


the {kill of the firſt phyfician in Europe.” 

« You have never tried our Welch Eſcu- 
lapius's yet,” 
I expect may put you in conceit with the 
whole tribe; if not, I ſhall put you under 
Lad y Orniond' $ Care, who has performed 


ſome - 
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rejoined Meredith; „ the one 
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me great cures in this neighbourhood, only 


by aſſiſting nature, ſhe ſays. But here comes 
the oracle; let me requeſt you would place 
ſome confidence in his ſkill,” = 


In a few minutes Doctor was ſhewn 


into the dreſſing- room, and Meredith with- 


drew, to allow him to conſult with his pa- 
tient, who anſwered all the uſual queſtions 


upon ſuch occaſions, and promiſed to con- 
form to the trifling orders the learned man 
thought it neceſſary to give, by way of earn- 


ing the fee which was gracefully put into his 


hand, with a requeſt that he would continue 
his viſits Og his ſtay in Wales. 


| Meredith was waiting for the phyſician it in 
the hall; and, having led him into his ſtudy, 


defired him to give him his real opinion 


Mr. Davenport's fituation. 


cc The young gentleman is not in any im- 


mediate danger, Sir, he anſwered, * though | 


he appears to me to be in a rapid decline; 
8. : and, 


whe 
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and, of courſe, very unfit to join any more 
ſuch gay parties as the one he was in laſt 


night; ſtill I am in hopes a few gentle re- 


ſtoratives, and a good night's reſt, will ſet 
bim upon his feet again—for how long I 
won't pretend to determine, as, I am ſorry 
to ſay, I entertain very little hopes of his ab- 
ſolute recovery. I ſhall ſee him again to- 5 


morrow, and ſincerely hope I ſhall find him 


as much recovered as [ dare venture to ex- 


pect.“ " 


x” 


He then took his leave, promiſing to call 


at Tregony according to Meredith's defire, 
who returned to his friend, with whom he 
paſſed the day, having given orders to be 


denied to all his Welch neighbours ;—and 


when Clement, according to the phyſician's 


orders, retired to reſt, as it was {till very 


early, he paid another viſit at the caſtle, and 
gave it as his firm opinion that a diſap- 
pointment in love was the foundation of 
Davenport 8 diſorder, e in amen 

vol. II. 6 | of 
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of what he advanced, the ſort. 5 half ac- | 


knowledgment the invalid had made. 


Few men die of love,” rv 


Ma uis: * according to our account, this 
rq * 


young gentleman is not deficient in point of 
underſtanding—I cannot, therefore, ſuppole 
the loſs or infidelity of a miſtreſs {except 
attended by very ſtrange circumſtances), can 


have thus preyed upon his health. Perhaps 
he may be inclined to be more communica- 
tive you will then be able to form a better 


judgment: —he may be dying a martyr to 
the treachery. of pretended friends. Who 
would have ſuppoſed Lord Clancaſtle was 
our greateſt enemy? ? 

Very true, my Lord, Wen 
Meredith, but, like Mr. Davenport, you 


are too fond of reverting to the paſt—I wiſh 


I could teach you both to look forward. — 
But 4 Propos, I believe J have not yet given 


you an account of our elegant fete laſt 


night, 9 


as he had breakfaſted; and, if Mr. Daven- 
port was well enough, perhaps he might pre- 
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He then entered into a moſt ludicrous de- 
tail, which baniſhed, for the time, more. ſerious 
reflect ions from the mind of the Marquis 
and Marchioneſs, who retained him to ſup- 
per; and when he took leave, they deſired 
to have an early, and hoped a favourable, 
account of his gueſt. 


* r 


He a to ride or walk over as ſoon 


vail upon him 40 anſwer their enquiries in 
perſon. "4. : 
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CHAP. VII. 


CLEMENI, having 2 a very lagi 


night, roſe at his uſual hour, and rejoiced 
Meredith by meeting him in the breakfaſt- 
room; and during their meal he propoſed 
walking over to the caſtle, or driving him 
thither | in his pheton. 


a 


— 


« To- morrow I will be at your orders,” 
replied Clement; but I had rather be ex- 
cuſed from viſiting even ſuch amiable 
ſtrangers as Lord and Lady Ormond to-day; 
though I mean to take a ſhort Tamble—but 
I muſt requeſt you would not hurry home 


upon my account, much more confine your- 


{elf within, as ns did yeſterday.” 


[ 
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« Well, in hopes that to-morrow will 
make Lord and Lady Ormond amends for 


the diſappointment I know they will feel to- 
day, I will ſuffer you to follow the bent of 


your own inclinations, or elſe I could urge 


many reaſons to induce you to let me drive 
you to the caſile'; however, perhaps it may 
be as well to poſtpone our airing till after 


| you have ſeen the phyſician, who promiſed 
to be here by twelve; ſo I will gallop off to 

give in my report of my patient, according 
to the Marquis's orders, and return in tine 


to congratulate my brother doctor . 
. vifible amendment.“ 


Haste ordered Alis horſes they ſeparated 
for the preſent, and Clement ſtrolled into 
the park, from whence two foot-paths led 
to the village: the upper one branched off to 


the caſtle, winding through a couple of plea- 


fant fields which divided the two eſtates.— 
The weather being particularly pleaſant, 
Davenport rambled farther than he had at firſt 
intended, and ſtood for ſome time ſurveying 
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the fine proſpect the fields ads men- 
tioned, afforded ; a gate led into Tregony 
park, and a ferpentine walk through 
ſome beautiful plantations, appeared to lead 
to the houſe.—“ This,“ thought he, as he 
leaned over the gate, © ſhall be the boundary 
of my promenade, elle I ſhall probably keep 

the phyſician waiting.“ —He had ſcarcely 
formed the reſolution, before a fort of faint- 
neſs pervaded him, which he could not im- 
mediately ſhake off: he attributed it to the 
heat having overcome him, and, as he felt 
very giddy, turned a few paces out of the 
road, and ſeated bimfelf at the foot of an 
Italian poplar ; a cold dew again came over 
him, attended with a fort of drowſineſs he 
could not account for, and he almoſt inſtinc- 
tively placed his arm againſt the tree, and 
jeaned his head upon it, while his eyes invo- 
luntarily cloſing, he fell into a ſort of diſ- 
turbed ſlumber ; but he had not remained 
in this poſture more than two minutes when 
a ſudden noiſe ſtartled him. 


He 
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He opens his eyes without raiſing. his | 


head, and met thoſe of a lady apparently 


near forty, yet who might ſtill be diſtinguiſhed , 


by the appellation of a very handſome wo- 
man: her dreſs, - at once plain yet faſhion- 
able, convinced Davenport ſhe was truly 
what Lady Diana Rochdale wiſhed to be; 
he was perhaps the more, ſtruck with this 
ſtranger, as ſhe evidently regarded him with 


a degree of anxiety and rene none but 


the truly benevolent feel. 


She made a ſort of half ſtep forward, but, 
as if fearful of intruding, as ſuddenly ſtopped, 


yet found it impoſſible to proceed; when 
Clement raiſed his head, though weakneſs 
compelled him ſtill to lean his arm againſt 


the tree, while he wiped the cold- drops, 
which continugd to riſe upon his forehead, | 


with the other hand. 


He bowed, as he fat on the ground, to the 
Intereſting female, who contemplated, with 
increaſing anxiety, thoſe handſome features 
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cn now exhibited ſuch: evident marks of 


illneſs. Curtſeying, in return to his com- 
pliment—ſhe feared he was not Tory well. 


« Can we afford you any aſſiſtance, Sir? 
looking at an elderly man-ſervant, . by 
way of explaining her meaning, who was 
ſtanding nearer the gate, the ſhutting of 
which had rouſed Clement, who affured her 
he ſhould be much better in a few minutes. 


« hope you will, Sir; but 1 cannot con- 
ſent to leave you fitting upon the oraſs— 
you are not, perhaps, aware how hable an 
invalid is to take cold ; do me the favour to 
make uſe of theſe ſalts. She put a bottle 
into his hand, which greatly revived him, and 
enabled him to return her his thanks for the 

Eind intereſt ſhe ſeemed to take in his health, 
endeavouring to riſe while he was ſpeaking ; 
but the ſick giddineſs, which {till hung about 
him, increaſing his debility, he would have 
fallen to the . if the lady had not 

r caught 
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caught hold of his arm, calling to her ſer- 
vant *“ Thomas, aſſiſt the gentleman— am 


ſure he is very ill. 2 


His late effort having greatly enfeebled 


him, Clement was forced to lean for, a few 
ſeconds upon the ſervant's ſhoulder, while 
the kind female Samaritan anxiouſly enquired 
if he was far from home, and if he would 


allow her to ſend for a carriage, to convey 
him thither?- „ 


f 
/ 


/ 


“ Your kindneſs quite overpowers me, 


Madam,” he was Juſt able to articulate ; 
then, after a fev/ moments” pauſe, I ſhall 
be perfectly able to walk in a few minutes 
I am. much better already, and not more 
than half a mile from my preſent home,” 
directing his eyes towards Meredith Houſe, 
« [ am certainly addreſſing Mr. Daven- 
port!“ exclaimed the lady; * how could 
you think of walking ſo far unattended ? III 
as Meredith informed me you were yeſter- 


day, I hardly know which of you I feel moſt 
G 5 | inclined 


| 
. 

1 

1 
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iaclined toBlame. Iwas'fo fearful he would ,| 


lead you into ſome imprudence (though I 


will allow his intentions to be excellent), that 
was upon my road to his houſe to enquire 
after your health, and to prevent you from 
venturing out, except I found yU more re- 
covered than I am afraid you are“ 


Four Ladyſhip does me infinite hs: 


39 


nour,” replied Clement; © if my head had 


not been ſtrangely confuſed, I think I ſhould 
ſooner have gueſſed I was in the preſence of 


the Marchioneſs of Ormond. — Mr: Meredith 


is at the caſtle, I ſhould preſume, by this 


time—he left home at the {ame moment I 
did.” Ex 


e Then ſince the one 1s . as near a8 


the other, you muſt accompany me home, 


Mr. Davenport l won't take a denial, if 


you are able to walk; and if not, Thomas 
ſhall ſupport you to a bench at the entrance 
of the park, where we can wait till he returns 


with a carriage. The Marquis is very anxious 


to be introduced to you, and Iwill not loſe 


ſight of _ till T think you are better,” 


wy I find 


— 


TT 
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Fg 


« J Kad myſelf infinitely ſo already ; 


thanks to your condeſcending attention, my 


Lady, and reviving falts. I am, therefore, 
confident I ſhall be able to reach home 


without taking another nap; for I was more 


drowly than il when J ſought the friendly 
ſhade of that poplar. © To-morrow I will 
once more venture to expreſs my gratitude 


for ſuch unmeritted kindneſs ; but muſt 


decline your Ladyſhip s' preſent kind invita- 
tion, as I am afraid I ſhall have kept the 
medical gentleman you were ſo obliging as 
to recommend, in "waiting 1 and his 


cime muſt ve precious.“ 


« Not more ſo than your health- muſt be 


to all your friends ; therefore I ſhan' t ſuffer. 


you to make your eſcape, becauſe I fancy 1 
{ball be able to preſcribe Lor you perhaps as 
eficaciouſly as Doctor - whom I will 


nevertheleſs allow to be an excellent auxi- 


liary; but in conſequence I mean to ſend for 


him the moment we reach the caſtle—for 
there you dine, if not fleep; ſo no more ex- 


1 | cules, 
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cuſes, I requeſt,” taking his arm, and ad- 


vancing towards the gate. 


N 


Thus was Clement, though really highly 


flattered, rather againſt his will, forced to 


accompany the benevolent Matchioneſs :— 
his faintneſs having quite gone of, exerciſe 
ſoon tinged his cheeks with a ſhade of their 
former bloom; but he was ſtill fo weak, that 
her Ladyſhip frequently ſtopped to allow him 


time to recover his breath, while ſhe pant- 


ed out the beautics of the ſurrounding pro- 


ſpect. When they came in fight of the 
houſe, ſhe ſent the ſervant forward with or- 


ders to detain Mr. Meredith, whom ſhe pre- 
ſumed was ſtill there, and to ſend a groom 


over to wait the Doctor's arrival at Meredith 


Houſe, and to bring him to the caſtle, add- 
ing ſome further inſtructions in too low a 


„ 


voice to be overheard by Clement. 


be man bad ſcarcely reached the houſe, 


before Meredith and an elderly gentleman, 
whole venerable, yet ſtill pleaſing, counte - 
nance, 
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nance, and ſilver locks, convinced Daven- 


port it was the Marquis of Ormond, whom 
his friend had informed him was upwards of 


ſeventy, came out of a glaſs-door which led 
upon the lawn, and advanced to meet 


them. 


His Lordſhip, notwithſtanding his age, 
was a tall fine figure; and a fort of melan- 
choly benevolent ſmile, which generally 
played about his mouth, rendered his coun- 
tenance as pleaſing as it was intereſting. If 


Davenport was ſtruck with the manly, ve- * 
nerable, and gentlemanlike deportment of 

the Marquis, the Peer was {till more ſtruck 
with the truly elegant, though emaciated, 

figure Meredith had prepared him to ad- 
mire. A deep ſigh iſſued from his boſom, 
while he mentally <jaculated—* It is very 


hard to be called away at ſo early an age!“ 


The moment they were near enough, the 


Marchioneſs introduced her companion to 
her huſband, and then began to ſcold Mere- 
Ih | | ditb; 


— 


” 
— 
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dith; averring he would, after all, have his 
friend's death to anſwer for. * 


Clement warmly defended the accuſed 


party, while Meredith declared he was very 
happy chance had thus introduced him to 


Lord and Lady Ormond. 


« Our acquaintance began ſomething i in 


the ſame way,” he continued; © and I have 


a ſufficient ſpice of romance in my diſpoſi- 


tion to preſer theſe ſort of unexpected in- 
troductions, which immediately baniſh all 


ceremony, and place one, from the firſt. 


moment, upon the footing of old acquaint- 
ance, to the formal“ Allow me, my Lord or 
my Lady, Sir or Madam, to introduce Mr. 
this, that, or t'other to your notice.“ 8 

4 You will make a convert of me in time, 
Meredith,“ rejoined the Ma-chionefs, © if 
all your. doctrines are as reaſonable as the 


one you have juſt advanced; — formal intro- 


ductions rather impede tlian promote an inti - 
macy between the parties; but Lam anxious 


/ 
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to get my patient ſeated rather more com- 


fortably than when I found him.“ 


S - 


; Mentioning where they had met as they 


entered the houſe, and having ſeen Daven- 
port take poſſeſſion of a large arm- chair, ſhe 


left the room to prepare a reſtorative ſhe 


thought likely to revive his ſpirits, and re- 
cruit his debilitated frame; and, by way of 
adding to its efficacy, choſe to preſent it 


herſelf to her gueſt, who found himſelf much 
better within a quarter of an hour after 
he had taken it, and perfectly able to mix 


in the converſation, which was kept up in 
a very lively ſtrain upon his account ; 

Meredith recounting the mortification - Sir 
Jeremy experienced from not having ſtudied 
the Graces ſo ſucceſsfully as Hugh Parry, in 


ſo ludicrous a manner as to excite the vene- 


rable Marquis s mirth. - 


He had ſcarcely fniſhed his relation, before 
a ſervant made his appearance, and ſaid ſome- 
OE : you 


_— ELLESMERE. 


thing i in a low voice to his miſtreſs, who i in- 


1 turning to Clement, faid— 


* The 3 was not arrived at Meres, 
dith Houſe when my meſſenger reached it, 


but he has left word where he will find his | 


patient; and, as I ſhould recommend a 
change of clothes, your valet has returned 
with him properly provided, according to 


my orders.“ 


| This freſh inſtance of the Marchioneſs's 
attention perſectly reconciled Clement to 
having ſuffered himſelf to be nerſuaded to 
dine at the caſtle; he therefore inſtantly 
withdrew, and was ſhewn into a very hand- 


ſome dreſſing- room, upon the ground-floor, 
where he found his ſervant and every 


neceſſary &c. bn to a gentleman's 
toilet. : 


W. hile he was thus 8 ed, the ha 
fician arrived, and was ſhewn into the 


ſaloon. 


The 
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The Marchioneſs ſtated the ſituation 1n 
which ſhe had found his patient, and the 
ſerious alarm his deathlike e had 


* her. 1 1 


a According to every appearance,” he © 
replied, « a few—a very few months will de- 


cide his fate, except a wonderful change in- 
deed takes place within that time. He has, 
at preſent, all the moſt dangerous ſymptoms 


of his complaint—which is certainly a deep 


decline; cough excepted, which rather leads 


me to hope his lungs are not ſo much affect- 
ed as might have been ſuppoſed, and that 


there is no very immediate danger, though 
dare not take upon me to enſure his life for 
a mam nn 5 | 

I almoſt begin to wiſh,” rejoined 
Meredith, „chance had never thrown me 


in his way; for I never felt ſo ſtrong an at- 
tachment for any man of my own age, as I 


do for Davenport. I therefore brought him 


into Wales in agen: of cli his cure, 
inſtead 
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inſtead of which 1I have, perhaps, been ac- 
celerating his death.“ 
Let us hope, ſaid the Marchioneſs. 


The entrance of Clement 1 ber 
ſrom proceeding. 


eſpecially on foot; and then, having taken 


him to one of the windows to make the uſual | 
_ enquiries, endeavoured to inſpire him with 
greater hopes of his recovery than he himſelf 


entertained, and particularly adviſed riding 
on horſeback, provided he mounted- one 
remarkably gentle. | 


|. « Your's does not come under that deno- 
mination, Mr. Davenport,” obſerved Mere- 


dith. © You are an excellent horſeman, I 


will allow ; but I have ſeveral times thought 


| his ſpirit more than equal to your ſtrength, 


I muſt procure you one of our countly 


ponies.” 
The one I ride, whenever I do venture 


my neck,” ſaid the Marquis, © is very much 
| q | . 
ef at 


The phyſician blamed 
him for venturing out in the heat of the day, | 


at 
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at Mr. Davenport's ſervice. I will be an- 


ſwerable for his gentleneſs; indeed he is re- 
markably docile, and ſo ſure-footed, you 


may let bis bridle lay upon his neck, even 


upon a deſcent, without ruaning any rilk ; 
therefore requeſt, my young friend, you 


would conſider him wholly at your orders 
| during your ſtay in Wales.“ 


« ] never was more at a loſs to expreſs my 


high ſenſe of your Lordſhip's condeicenſion, 
replied the grateful Davenport. © Gratitude, 


in the extreme, was almoſt the firſt ſenſation. 


I experienced ; and I can only compare thoſe 
friends I muſt ever regret, to thoſe I have ſo 


recently acquired ;—Congenial virtues muſt 


inſpire fimilar reverence.” 
«< T ſhall not allow you thus to over-rate 
lo ſimple an offer, young gentleman,” re- 


Joined the Marquis. I fincerely wiſh you 


better, as you are {till at an age to enjoy lite. 
The loſs of the beſt, nay, the deareſt friends, 
ſhould not put us out of conceit with the 
world—it is what the young muſt neceſſarily 
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expet—no one is exempt from their ſhare 


of trouble ſpeak feelingly— 
« And ſenfibly, my Lord,” peterragt: 
the phyſician. *© I could not wiſh to leave 


my patient in better hands.—-I hope 1 ſhall, 
find you able to mount his Lordſhip's poney 
to-morrow, Mr. Davenport; therefore, not 


to keep you at home, I won't viſit you til 
the . 


He then made a general bow, and took his 
leave of the company, who entered into a 
very agreeable converſation till dinner. 


The Marquis thought Clement's remarks 
upon their neighbours particularly judicious, 
untinctured with ſatire, and ſtrongly indica- 


tive of the innate goodneſs of bis heart; 


and with difficulty ſuppreſſed a riſing ſigh, 
when he reflected a few—a very few months 
might decide the fate of this intereſting 


youth, who roſe ſo rapidly in his eſteem.— 


He earneſtly joined in Lady Ormond's re- 


| queſt that he would ſleep at the caſtle.— 


- / 


un 
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Going out even in a carriage, after ſun- ſet, 
ought to be avoided by people of delicate 
conſtitutions, her Ladyſhip urged ; and, as 
continual change of air was alſo recom- 
mended for his complaint,. the Marquis re- 
queſted that he would ſleep alternately at 


the caſtle and Meredith Houſe his nephew 
was equally at home at both, and ſo he hoped 
his friend would ſoon think himſelf ;—while 


Clement aſſured them he needed no entreaties 
to come into any plan which would permit 
him to enjoy the Marquis and Marchioneſs 
ol Ormond's ſociety, 
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CHAP. VIII 


TIE following ! morning, as l Lotd bu 
nor Lady Ormond would hear of the young ye! 
| friend's returning home before dinner, was fro 
dedicated to ſurveying a very fine collection oth 
of pictures. which had been greatly aug and 
mented by the preſent owner of the caſtle; for 
and they were preparing for a ramble in ti and 


pleaſure grounds, when Sir Jeremy Manſd the) 
was announced; who, after the firſt com- the 
pliments, told Clement that it was late you 
the preceding evening before he had heard of ther 
his illneſs, or he ſhould have called ſooner to old | 
know how he did; he had been at Meredith p01 


Houſe, and learning where the owner of it 


and 


1 
and his friend were, he knew he might take 
the liberty & following them to the caſtle. 
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The Marquis politely aſſured him he 
muſt ever be a welcome gueſt; and Mere- 
dith hoped he had. paid his compliments to 
the rival belles before he had thought of 
viſiting even an invalid male friend. 


Again at your hard words, Edwin ;— 


yeſterday, and liked the reception I met with 


from the one ſo much better than that the _ 
other gave me, that I ſhall ſtick to the ſolid, 
and leave Hugh Parry to provide kickſhaws 
for Lady Dy. ;—he was there when I called, 


and joined her in laughing at my ſupper ;— 
they ſhould chuſe the diſhes, I told them, 
the next time I invited them; and Ipromile 


you that ſhan't be in this King's reign. —Let - 


them make a match of it, and ſee what 


old Parry will give them to begin the world 


upon. _— | they will; Jump at a roaſt pig 


- Wo 


3 
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or a firloin of beef before the twelvemonth3 15 


over their head.“ * 
| in 

Meredith declared this was all pique ; a » 
ſmile from Lady Diana, or a well-turned - 
Re = | 


compliment, would ſet all to rights again, 

« You never was more miſtaken, Edwin, 
retorted the Baronet ; © the name of Manſel 
- ſhall be extinct before I will give it to ſuch 
a made-up, conceited, proud, fine lady ;— 

why, Mrs. Cleremont tells me ſhe paints, ao 
is nearer forty than twenty.“ : 
« Such aſſertions are excuſable in her fair 
rival, ” ſaid the Marchioneſs ; “ let us con- 
tent ourſelves with ſaying ſhe improves na- 
ture. However, no diſreſpect to her Lady- 

ſhip, I think the young widow will make 


much the beſt wife. But are you for a walk, 5 

Sir Jeremy, and will you give us your com- _ 

unfc 

pany at dinner ?' 

With all my heart, my Lady, if you 5 1 

this good company will excule my dreſs. * 
e 


| They * * 
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IC, hey now fallied forth, and pointed out: ©. 
every thing worthy of obſervation to the 


invalid, whom the Marchioneſs would not 
ſuffer to over fatigue himſelf ; they therefore 


returned into the ſaloon between two and 
three, the uſual time for them to receive let- 


ters and newſpapers— they were not arrived; 


politics, nevertheleſs, became the ſubject of 
their diſtourſe, and Sir Jeremy was adviſing 


Meredith to offer himſelf for the county at 
the next General Election, when the groom 


of the chambers brought in ſeveral letters 
and a couple of newſpapers ; the former were 


preſented to the Marquis, who was ſo eager 
to open one, he did not even pay his gueſts 
the uſual compliment previous to his break- 
ing the ſeal. | 


The Marchioneſs, whoſe anxiety more 
than equalled his, aſked, even before it was 


unfolded, if it was from the Counſellor ? 


It is, m my love,” he anſwered ; 31 


2 _ it, intelligence of any import- : 
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ance would not have travelled ſo flowly,” lock. 


ing it over while ſpeaking.—* As I foreſaw, 


he went on, no one has yet appeared to 
claim the reward; and Heaven only knows 
whether any one ever will!“ 


1 


' 


| The a fi gbd een 
| walked towards one of- the windows to con- 
ceal her emotion. 


—_— 


Davenport, whoſe gratitude made him 
feel particularly intereſted in the concerns of 


this worthy couple, wiſhed he was more 
au fait of their family hiſtory ; his. eyes in- 
voluntarily followed the Marchioneſs, and 
he felt them gliſten upon perceiving ſhe was 
endeavouring to conceal the pearly drops 


which ſtrayed down her check ; having ra- 
ther coaquered her emotion, ſhe took out her | 


pocket-book, and haſtily unfolded a piece 


of filver paper, out of which fell two ſmmall 


ova. pieces of card, each containing a letter 
very neatly cut out, the contour of the oval 
forming a ſort of frame for them.—She 


ae f 


and 


one-; 
theſe 
pock 
foro! 

cc 
chion 
Preſet 
muſt 
of ſuc 
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nſtantly ſtooped to recover them, but not 
before Davenport had caught a tranſient 


— 


glance of them, and, had it been at all con- 
ſiſtent with common politeneſs, or could he 

have framed any proper excuſe for making 
ſuch a requeſt, he would have liked to have f 
taken a nearer ſurvey of them. - 


oo 


She b gazing at them, forgetting * : 


where ſhe was, till the Marquis having 
finiſhed another letter, perceiving how * 
was . faid— 0, | 


« How can you be ſo childiſh | pu» 

« ] was reflecting, Marquis, that it is juſt 
one-and=twenty years, this very day, ſince 
theſe were uſed,” replacing them in her 
pocket book, and ſince I firſt . real 
ſorrow !”? + | 

« I hate ct reflections, © Mar- 
chioneſs, ſaid Meredith ; „ ſhould the 
preſent method fail of the deſired effect, we 
muſt think of ſome other ; A ſhan't deſpair 
of ſucceſs for theſe ten years yet. IQ? 
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bright, as well as the dark, ſide of the queſ- 


tion, Marchioneſs,” rejoined Meredith; 
. you might have CORMRIENEd: 1 in your former 
ignorance.“ - 


my preſent ſtate of ſuſpenſe,” the replied ; 

ſeating herſelf near a ſmall table which ſtood 
oppoſite Clement, who had placed himſelf, 
by her deſire, upon a ſofa, and was now 
ſo much ablorbed in his own reflections, that 
he was almoſt unconſcious where he was, till 
her Ladyſhip, taking up one of the n 


broke in upon his reverie. 
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« You are eh trying to inſpire. me in 
with hopes, Meredith, which I fear will cli 


never be realized. He may be out of the 
reach of a neu ſpaper— perhaps unable to read W 
one perhaps, alas! no more!! M. 


« I with you would pleaſe to confi der the I wh 


« It would have Pony almoſt preferable to 


An advertiſement, as he ſuppoſed, in the © prev 
third column of the firſt page, for ſome 
minutes fixed her attention; her counte- ]! H 


- nance varied as ſhe read, and ſhe remained tion 


in 


L 
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55 in a thoughtful poſture after ſhe had con- 
ill cluded e the ſuddenly exclaimed— 


" think I could make an alan 
Marquis, in our appeal to the public, 

he which might make it more ſtriking.“ 1542 

el. Then pray ſet about it, my love, and 

; vill forward it expreſs to the printer, — _ 

zer Meanwhile ſuppoſe you. give us the news +» 

the day ;—what paper do you conſider 5. ny 

to the beſt, Mr. Davenport?“ FT 

d; « T am poſitively no zige my Land; 

od for I have not looked into one fince my re- 

elf, turn to e which was one firſt week 5 

ow in May.” | 

bat © You are lately returned bent the Grad 

till Tour then, I preſume, Sir ?” ſaid te: E 

rs, chioneſs. 0 

r England with that view, my | 
Lady; but ſome unforeſeen circumſtances 

the prevented me from _— my intentions,” 
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te- His drk glowed. at the high celle 
ned tion of the unfortunate. engagement which 
JJ .. 


- 
7 ” 
5 
+E F — — 
14 $ : ' 
i4 4 1 4 N 4 7 * > we 
= - ö ö * ! 5 
} - 4 * ” * * 9 
_ . : 
_- - F 
1 
4 . „ 
* 24 
7 
"2. 
t 


de - ELLESMERE. 


ll had put a ſtop to his travels Abe Mar. 

1 chioneſs perceived his emotion, and, fearful M ; 
ſhe had unintentionally revived ſome dif.  < 
agreeable reflections, ſhe began to read aloud M g 
the paper ſhe held—ftopping between whiles, f. 
either to make, or liſten to her auditors e) 
comments upon the neus; ; at laſt ſhe came ſo 
* tedeiowing:: g er 


"Ml 
0 
17 
2 
| 


1 | PARAGRAPH: 11. | 7: 

We are informed the fabionable vahi cli 
heir, not a hundred miles from Watford, as fri 
celebrated for his illuſtrious origin as for his 
late matrimonial, or more eaſy, connection,, 
has been ordered by the Faculty to try the 
waters and balſamic air of the Montpelier 
of England. 4 
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. Now what the deuce can that mean, 

my Lady ?” exclaimed Sir Jeremy; © forl 
will be s if it is not Greek and Latin 
to me.” | 
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at, the moment the Marchioneſs had con- 
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«© Theſe fort of witticiſms, as they are miſ- 
named, Sir Jeremy,” replied the Marchioneſs, 
« are ſeldom very intelligible, left they |, 
ſhould prove the foundation of a proſecution | 
for a libel,” very unintenticuglly raiſing her 
eyes upon Clement, whoſe viſible confuſion 
ſoon rendered it as intelligible to her, as it 

evidently was to him. | 5 


6 23 
Meredith had my” whom it was vie 


cluded ; and now, by way of relieving his 
friend, ſaid, in a gay tone — 


60 Aman muſt be of ſome conſequence in 
the world to excite the malice of theſe wit- 
lings; and I think the beſt characters are 
frequently the moſt expoſed to their laſn.. 

I believe you are right, Meredith,” 1 a 
the benevolent Marquis; the. Ariftides of of 
the age are ſure to meet with no mercy row! 
ſuch ſcribblers.” | e fo 510i 


ve 1155 The 


5 0 1 will write down the . I men- | 


150 1 ELLESMERE. - : 


The Marchioneſs continued to read, ex- | 


reflively hurt at the cruelty of thoſe. who 
could ſport with the feelings of ſo amiable a 
young man ir 
of giving him time to recover himſelf, ſhe 


got up when ſhe had finiſned her taſk, and 


approaching one of the windows, once more 
8 out 90 n -book, _—_ . 


done. while it is freſh in my mind. 5 


The n not leſs conſiderate, drew. 


the Baronet and Meredith to another, en- 


gaging them in a political difpute, for fear 
Sir Jeremy ſhould again advert to the para- 
graph which had fo cruelly diſconcerted 
their gueſt ; who took up the paper the mo- 
ment the Marchioneſs laid it down, and 
turned to the kind innuendo which muft, he 
was ſenfible, have greatly excited the cu- 
It was the produc- 


rioſity of the company. 


tion of ſome of his Watford acquaintance, ' 
he was convinced; but he was ſo anxious 
185 | . to 


ſuch a ſituation; and, by way 


Þ 
de 
he 


to 
fu 
bu 
th 
fol 
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to read the advertiſenſent which emed ſo 15 
deeply to intereſt the Marchioneſs, that 
he would have read it the moment he 


took the paper, had not he been fear- 
ful his curioſity would have been remarked ; 
but no one was now looking at him—he 
therefore in turned to it, e read as 
tollows— | 


« TEN THOUSAND POUNDS REWARD. 


* * % 


« Whereas, it has lately been diſcovered, 
that the infant ſon of a noble family was, for 
the baſeſt of purpoſes, about one-and-twenty 
years ago, removed from under the protec- 
tion of his parents, who were led to believe 
him no more, a dead child having been ſub- 
ſtituted in his ſtead, to further this iniquitous 
deception ; there is every reaſon to believe, 
from the confeſſion of one of the accom- 
plices 1 in this vile plot, that he is ftill living; 


in which cle he bears the mark of two 


vowels, duplicates of which are in his parents? 


hands, who dare not be more explicit, for 


; —— fear 
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fear of expoſing themſelves to a "further im- 
poſition; and if this advertiſement attracts 
his notice, he will need no further elucidation 


of its meaning. —But ſhould it fall into the 


hands of any one knowing a youth, whom 
they may reaſonably ſuppoſe is the perſon 


+ thus reclaimed, they ſhall, upon aſcertaig- 


ing his preſent reſidence (admitting they were 
not miſtaken in their conjectures), receive the 
| above-mentioned reward, upon applying to 


Meſſrs. J. and 8. eee 5 


| To define Clement's ſenſations | while 
peruſing the above, would be impoſſible: 


the paper dropped from his hand as he con- 


cluded—his feet gave way at the ſame in- 
ſtant, and his head and right-arm fell over 
the corner of the ſofa againſt which he had 
. been leaning, | 


The fall of the paper made tlie Marchio- 
neſs turn her head, and catch a glance. of 


-what appeared to her his laſt rug e for 
-— 


life, as he was vainl 
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\ 
% 


ly endeavouring to give 


utterance to his emotion at the moment his 
ſenſes forſook him. She ſereamed out, and 
running towards the ſofa, raiſed the life- 
leſs head, while, in ſpeechleſs agony, ſhe 
pointed to the no lefs terrified Meredith to 
unlooſe his neck- handkerchief, which he in- 
ſtantly took orf, and then unbuttoned his 


ſhirt-collar. l 


— 


" Does he breathe ?” enquired the Mar- - 
quis, whoſe big tears chaſing each other down 
his venerable cheeks, beſpoke him by no 


means an unconcerned * of the me · 
lancholy ſcene. 


« I hope 1o,” replied Meredith BY his 


heart beats.“ 

« Let me ſupport his head, my Lady * 
ſaid the Baronet; that d——d — 
has all this to anſwer for !” 


At that moment Clement heaved a gentle 
gh, 2M 


. # * 


W. ** * 2 
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* The Lord be praiſed * *exclaiined the 
Marchionefs, her firſt terrors rather EY 
and holding __ ſalts to his noſe, 4 


In a few moments the Invalid opened bis 
eyes, but was too much agitated to anſwer 
the kind enquiries that aſſailed him on all 
fides; the cold dew no longer ſtood upon 
his forehead—it flowed down his pallid 


cheeks, and he trembled ſo much, that the 


Marchioneſs ſtill * him dying. 


« Send this moment for the pleyiicius, 
my Lord,” looking at her huſband. 


But Clement made a ſign, with his left- 
hand, to forbid the order, while he raiſed 
his right-arm, and put it round the Mar- 
chioneſs's waiſt as ſhe ſtood—a liberty ſhe 
was not ſenſible of, till ſne felt the gentle 
preſſure which ſucceeded the action; while, 
in a voice ſcarcely articulate, he uttered— 


Am I ſo bleſſed 


185 A violent 


in 


b. 
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A violent flood of tears, which had greatly 
impeded his utterance, now relieved his 
burſting heart. | 


« What is it you mean, Mr. Davenport?“ 
cried the Marchioneſs—a thouſand vague 
conjectures floating 1 in her mind, 


Without anſwering her, he put out his 
left-hand to the Marquis, * kindly 1 | 
it, laying— ä 

« You will ſoon be better, my young 
friend; what can we do to relieve you:? 

« Acknowledge me for your ſon !”” he 
faintly exclaimed ;—his enervated arm at the 
ſame moment e the Marchioneſs from 
his embrace. 5 

« Merciful God!“ the — and, in 
the firſt moments of her frantic joy. would 
have ſtrangled her ſon, if the unexpected 
diſcovery had not proved too much for her 
pirits. 


4 . Agitated 
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Agitated as ſhe had already been, Mere- 
dith ſupported her to the other end of the 
ſofa ; while the Marquis, falling upon both 
knees, returned his thanks wliere they were 
moſt due, though he hardly dared to credit 
the truth of Clement's aſſertions; ;—there- 
fore, preſſing more fervently the hand he had 
not ſuffered him to withdraw 


May I believe what I heard? Are you 
indeed my long loſt, much regretted fon ??? 
With one foot in the grave, can your 
Lordſhip ſuſpe& me of deceit ?—TIt will be 
one- and twenty years to-morrow ſince I fell 
into the hand of the lady whoſe name I 
bear; and, till this moment, I have been 
ignorant to whom I owed my birth. —If. 


L N A. O. inſerted in ovals, ſimilar to thoſe 
Lady Ormond (for I dare not call her mo- 


ther till you have anſwered my queſtion) 


let fall, impreſſed upon the calves of my 


legs, are the marks by which your ſon was 
ene | 


5 They 
/ ; ; | 
, a 


5 


. 
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« They are—they are—my only, my. beſt- / 
beloved child,” interrupted the Marquis, 
flarting up with more alacrity than he had 


diſplayed for the laſt twenty years; and 


folding his ſon in his aged arms, while he 
bleſſed him with a degree of paternal fer- 
vour, which was a moſt reviving cordial to 
the enraptured Clement, who returned his 
embrace as warmly as his ſtrength would 


permit; and, in a few ſeconds, the Mar- 
chioneſs was able to participate in their mu- 
tual Joy. 


Clement, as anxious to 5 her doubts | 


as thoſe his father entertained, repeated what 
he had told the Marquis; ; acknowledging, 
that the half hints ſhe had dropped, and par- 


ticularly the ovals ſhe had taken out of her 
pocket-book, had raiſed his curioſity ſo 


much, that he believed he ſhould have aſked 


Meredith for ſome ſort of explanation, if the 
advertiſement had not lo effectually cluci- 
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| He had been unbuttoning his broiches 
knees while he was ſpeaking, and now, forcing 


down his ſtockings, he diſcovered the very 
two letters the Marchioneſs was ſo choice of, 


who caught hin once more to her boſom, 


calling him her dear Albert Ormond—her 
long regretted, long lamented fon. 


Sir Jeremy, wh « albeit unuſed to the 


melting mood,” with gliſtening eyes, and 


fivearing ſomething ſtuck in his throat, 
wiſhed the Marquis j Joy from the bottom of 
his ſoul. 


Meredith declared he never had been ib 
_ terrified, and ſo rejoiced, in his whole life ; 


and hoped the Marchioneſs would allow— | 


* hat you have been 4 better genius, 
Meredith,” putting out her hand, which he 


raiſed to his lips; and then warmly con- 


gratulated the happy Clement, who affured 


him that the being able to claim a relation- 
id to him, * increaſed his ſatisfaction. 


c Well, 


tea 
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« Well, you may believe me if you pleaſe,” 


obtruded Sir Jeremy, * but I will ſwear, the, 
very firſt time I ſaw Mr. Davenport, I 1 


thought him very like the Marchioneſs; and 


if he was in better he ith, the reſemblance 


would be very diſcertuole,” 


This unfortunate ſpeech reminded the 


Marchioneſs ſo ſtrongly of the phyſician's 
prognoſtics Concerning this darling fon, that 


ſhe vainly endeavoured to check a violent 


flood of tears, occaſioned by the bitter re- 
flection, that there was every reaſon to ſup- 
poſe he would precede her to the grave.— 

The Marquis participated in her fears, and 
mentally ejaculated, © The Lord giveth, and 
the Lord taketh away, bleſſed be the name 


of the Lord !” while he gazed with rap- 


turous delight upon his animated counte- 
nance, in which he fancied, like Sir Jeremy, 
he traced a great likeneſs of his wife. 


The Marchioneſs had but juſt dried her 
tears, which "(TY to aſſign the real 
cauſe 
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cauſe of them) ſhe attributed to exceſs of 


joy, when the butler entered, to inform them 
that dinner was upon table. The Mar- 
chioneſs, ſeated cloſe by her ſon, held one 
of his hands within her's, while her other 
arm encircled his waiſt, which, added to 


Clement's diſordered dreſs, and the apparent 


ſatisfaction of the Marquis, fo ſurpriſed the 
ſervant, that he ſeemed to doubt the evidence 
of his eyes. 


Sir 8 highly 90 * his viſible 
aſtoniſhment, cried— pa TE 


4 


6 What the deuce * the fellow!” in ſo 


| ludicrous a tone, that the happy party * 


loſt their gravity. 

« That young gentleman is my long Joſt 
ſon, Saunders,” faid the Marquis, in an im- 
preſſive tone, the Earl of Elleſmere.— 
Let all my houſhold participate in the joyful 
unexpected diſcovery ; but remember, I can 


admit of no revelry, or noiſy hilarity, till 


my ſon is in better health,” 


The 


ſe 


al 
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The tremor which hung upon his voice, 


as he delivered the Jatter part of his orders, 


ſtrengthened his words. Saunders bowed 
obedience, and ventured to exprels his heart- 


felt ſatisfaction, » 


f ” 


% Now you would not have believed me,” 
ſaid the Baronet, © if 1 had told you that 


was your young Lord; nay, you hardly ſeem 


to credit the Marquis,” 


: Saunders certainly had had ſome difficulty 


to credit both his eyes and ears; but the 


Marquis's emotion enforced belief, and he 


haſtened out to obey his Lordſhip's orders, 
not a little proud of d the herald of ſuch 
| good news. 


Upon rifing, Clement caught ſight of him- 


ſelf in a large pier-glaſs. Burſting out 


— 


laughing, he obſerved, Saunders might well 


be ſurpriſed, and would have gone into his 
own room; but the Marchioneſs would not 
allow him, remarking, he ſurely would not 

© | now. 


\ 
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now ſuppoſe it neceſſary to lland upon cere- 
mony. 


Sir Jeremy, proteſting he was an excellent 


valet, begged leave to aſſiſt him; antici- 
pating, with infinite drollery, the various 
remarks of the neighbourhood upon this 


fortunate diſcovery. The moment they en- 
tered the eating-parlour, he took an oppor- 
tunity to addreſs the. Earl by his title, by 


way of confirming the news the ſervants had 
juſt learned, which they had not been _ 
to diſcuſs. 

Clement's valet was the moſt incredulous 
of the whole party, though Sir Jeremy's ad- 
_ dreſs to his maſter rather ſtaggered him. He 


took his ſtation, as uſual, behind his chair, 


and was ſo attentive to the endearing appel- 
lations by which the Marquis and Mar- 
chioneſs courted their ſon to do honour to 
the repaſt, and to the ſound of his title, 


which Sir Jeremy never omitted, he obliged 


the newly diſcovered Earl ** to call 


twice | 


A 
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twice for what he happened to want; but, 
before he left the room, felt his own conſe- 5 
quence increaſe, upon the conviction that 


t his maſter really was a Nobleman. 

8 The moment the deſſert was placed upon 
8 the table, the venerable Marquis, happy as 
he felt himſelf, ſtill wanted ſomething to 
= © raiſe his ſpirits, therefore puſhed the bottles 
about very briſkly, and his young compa- 
1 nions found themſelves perfectly inclined to 
: ſecond him; till the Marchioneſs, who, con- 


trary to her uſual cuſtom, had remained at 
table, could not help hinting her fears when 


$ ſhe thought her ſon had drank enough; and 

. was very happy to hear him ſay, though he 

: had ſeldom of late made ſo free with the 

'S bottle, that he telt much vere for his little, - 
1 excels, | | 

When they returned into the ſaloon, the 
Marchioneſs inſiſted upon his reſuming his 

1 ſeat upon the ſofa, and adviſed his endea- 
vouring to take a nap. 1255 

5 N nnn 
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I never felt leſs inclination to ſleep than 
at this moment, my dear mother,” ſaid 
Clement; © this, to me, wholly unexpect - 
ed diſcovery has diſpelled ſo many gloomy 
reflections which I had the folly to encou- 
rage, though 1 can hardly help fancying I 
am enjoying a pleaiant dream. How, my 
dear parents, came we to be ſo ignorant of 
our conſanguinity; or rather, for what baſe 
| Purpoſes was I removed from your care? The 
lady, who ſo charitably, ſo benevolently, 
reſcued me from every concomitant evil at- 
tending the moſt abje& poverty, ever ſup- 
poſed me the illicit offspring of ſome march- 
ing-ſoldier's temale companitn.” LEA 


He then briefly related how be fell into 
the hands of Mrs. Dav enport, and the men 
ſures which ſhe had taken to diſcover his 
* ume. | 


« Excellent, beſt of women !” exclaimed 
the * parents, both at once. 


i cc 'S am 
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« T am aſraid, the Ma 8 con- 


tinued, © ſhe is no more; but if ſo, ſhe * 
already reaping the fruits of her godlike vir- 


tues you hinted that you had loſt a dear 
and valuable friend, my ſon ?” 


Clement confirmed her conjectures, ex- 
patiating, with the moſt grateful warmth, 
upon the maternal tendernets ſhe had ever. 
diſplayed for him the liberal education ſne 


had beſtowed upon him always intending 
to make bim the heir to her name and for- 
tune an intention her laſt will had amply 
confirmed. 


The Marquis and Marchioneſs liſtened in | 


filent rapture and admiratian to his animated 


heartfelt eulogiums of his revered benefac- 


refs, in whoſe praiſe they were not leſs 


— 


eloquent. 8 , 


Meredith obſerved Aon Lord Elieſnicre: 
ſeemed formed to make himſelf friends of 


every one who noticed him, from his earlieſt 
age . Ne ow had you been as ugly and as ill- 
tempered, 
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tempered, as you were the exact reverſe, 
when Mrs. Davenport met with you, my V 
handſome couſin, I am afraid, much as I 


reverence—nay, almoſt adore her for her be- 
nevolence - ſhe could not have felt ſo greatly MW th 
intereſted in your hapleſs deſtiny ;—and is 0 
not the continuance of her friendſhip an th 
undeniable proof of the excellence of your oh 


diſpoſition # ?—for would ſhe have beſtowed be 
her fortune upon you, if you had not given the 


ber reaſon to believe you were worthy ſuch a an 


mark of the ſtrong affection ſhe bore the ok 
child of her adoption??? e 
* She endeavoured to inſtil her own ex- nad 
cellent principles into my youthful mind,” irt 
replied Clement, * therefore, perhaps, ren- pro 
dered me more deſerving of her generous 2 
bounty; and, without diſclaiming what I 
never conſider as a compliment, as a pleaſing 
countenance or a good figure are certainly 
not to be reckoned among a man or woman's 

good qualities, ſtill I will allow being, as I 
have been aſſured, a very handſome child 


might be in * favour ; but had I even 
been 
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bens particularly homely, 11 am convinced 


Mrs. Davenport would Oy provided for me 
in ſome way or other.” 5 
« All I can ſay, quoth Sir Jeretny;'6 cc is, 


that your Lordſhip has been in high luck; 


for a hundred women might have broke 
their necks in Wales, and each have left a 
child behind them, without any of them 
being adopted as you were ;—nay, I dare ſay 
they would all have been ſuffered to go to 
any pariſh that would have taken the charge 

of them, except Lady Ormond had heard 

of their misfortunes ; and though ſhe could 
not ſo well have adopted them, 1 am ſure, 
if they had not been claimed, ſhe would have | 
provided for them.“ 

« feel myſelf highly flattered by your 
kind exception, Sir Jeremy,” ſaid the Mar- 
chioneſs ; © never having been put to a 
ſimilar trial, I can't pretend to ſay how far! 
might have deſerved it. But I am anxious | 
to relieve my dear ſon's ſuſpenſe, and to ac- 
count for his being in the hands of that vile 
woman, who paid ſo dearly for her treachery. 
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Tt was a very deep laid ſcheme, my dear 
Clement (the name I ſhall always give you, 
out of reſpect to your beſt friend's memory), 
or the advertiſements Mrs. Davenport ſo 
Kindly inſerted, deſcribing your features and 
thoſe marks, muſt have ultimately led to 
this joyful recognition, and would have im- 
mediately diſcovered the iniquity of Lord 
Clancaſtle's vile agents but at that time 
we ſuppoſed you dead, and laying in our 
village church, — therefore, had we read what 
had befallen your ſuppoſed mother, it would 
not even have excited our curioſity; beſides 
the marks you bear were affixed upon you 
after you were removed from this houſe. 
To make myſelf clear, I muſt revert to many 
paſt circumſtances,” beginning the promiſed 

narrative; which, with the reader's leave, 
we will undertake to relate, while Lady 
Ormond is elucidating the myſtery which 
bas hitherto hung over his birth, to her ſon; 
having vanity enough to ſuppoſe we may be 
able to do it with rather more acctiracy. 
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d e 


at Tar Neu of Ormond was e | 


d Wl from a very long line of illuſtrious anceſtors | 
© on either ſide, no leſs conſpicuous for their 
Ju 


virtues than their rank. He became maſter 
of a princely fortune and this ancient title, 
* very early in life, and, ſoon after his return 
from the Grand Tour, he married the 
daughter of a very rich country gentleman, 1 
of the name of Meredith, the grandfather i 
of the preſent owner of the houſe of that 
name, which, as has been already obſerved, 
was in the vicinity of Tregony Caſtle, the 
principal feat of the Ormond _—— who 
were of Welch extraction. 
14 Such 
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Such an alliance greatly increaſed the con- 
| ſequence of the Merediths, and induced the 
Marchioneſs's only brother, as has been re- 
lated, to ſelect a titled lady for his compa- 
nion for life; he had once aſpired to the 
hand of Lady Laura Ormond, the Marquis's 
ſiſter and ward, but found the pride of the 
Ormonds too much centered in that lady, 
to permit her to overlook his want of a title, 


Indeed Lady Las though far from 
handſome, was ſo difficult in her choice of a 


| huſband, that ſhe remained a ſpinſter till he 


had entered her eight-and-twentieth year; 
at which period (the Marquis having been 
married near ten years without having any 
iſſue, and as his title and eſtates, in caſe he 
continued childleſs, would deſcend to his 
ſiſter's ſons, if ſhe had any) an Iriſh Peer, 
who was the rage of the day, unwilling ſo 
ancient a title ſhould become extinct, offer- 
ed his hand to her Ladyſhip, and was, with 
the full concurrence of her brother, grocery 
accepted. 


The 
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T he Fail of Clancaltle, who navel 
ſolely in hopes of ſeeing the Ormond title 
and eſtates deſcend to his eldeſt ſon, was an 
Iriſhman by birth. His father, who was by 
trade a fiſherman, having, by dint of uncom- 

mon induſtry, ſaved a tolerable ſum of 
money, determined to make a gentleman of 
this his only ſon; therefore bound him ap- 
prentice to a filverſmith in Dublin. — 
The neceſſary confinement ſoon became irk- 
ſome to young Patrick; and finding his com- 
plaints unheeded by his father, he ran away 
at the end of twelve n ages got on 
board a man 1 of war. | 
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He was now in his ſixteenth year, and 
had received a very tolerable education, that 
is, he could write and read, and was very 
expert in navigation, He had taken this 
ſtep juſt at the commencement of a war, 
during which he hoped ſufficiently to ſig- 
nalize himſelf to obtain promotion; and, as 
he was a very ſtriking figure, a very good 
ailor, and remarkably daring, he was ſoon 
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noticed, and in a ſhort time patronized, by 
| his MIR 


\Beforn he had been on board a fortnight, 


he quarrelled with a lad rather older and 


ſtouter than himſelf, and a deſperate battle 


enſued : his antagoniſt, a Welchman, had 
never been beat, but was now forced to 
yield the palm of victory to the undaunted 


Patrick; and from that moment the two 


combatants became ſworn friends. 


The next exploit of the young hero was, 
to uſe his own terms, douſing the enemy's 
colours during a very ſharp engagement be- 
tween his ſhip and a French man of war of 
ſuperior metal. This action, and the un- 
common intrepidity he diſplayed, induced 


his Captain to promote him to the rank of 
Midſhipman, and continuing to deſerve the 


reputation, for {kill and bravery, he had ſo 
early gained, at the age of forty-two he was 
made an Admiral ; and very ſpeedily after 
his promotion, obtained ſo complete a vic- 

| tory 
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tory over an enemy's fleet, that he obtained 
a Peerage and a penſion.— His birth was for- 
gotten in his recent honours, and the Right 
Hon. Patrick Killarney, Earl of Clancaſtle, 
and Baron Killarney, Vice Admiral of the 
Blue, &c. &c. was expoſed in every print- 


ſhop, and the theme of general converſation 


an applauſe. 


oy The ladies in particular, as he was a ſingle 


man, were laviſh in their encomiums of his 


manly figure, martial air, &c. therefore, 


having purchaſed a ſmall ſeat in the neigh- 


bourhood of Tregony, he ſoon increaſed his 
conſequence by an alliance with the noble | 


and ancient * of Ormond. 


His atk had backs dead ſome time ; and 
if he had any other relations, they were not 
poor enough to be troubleſome ; or, what 
was more likely, were ignorant of every thing 
that had befel him from the moment he 
en Dublin. 


14 .. 


——— —„—-— — — m 
— — — — e 


+ 

J 

2 
* . \ 
1 
19 
» - * 
BM : 
— 7 
18 
d - * gn 
? _ I 
- * 
1 
: : 
; 1 
* * 

; HFS i 
: P o a 
7. 

: 5 
: 238 
＋ 
en 
n 
11 

: 1 
18 
. 0 


———— age; 


OT 
—— 
OY 
l = 
[ 


376 ELLESMERE. 


The birth of two ſons and a daughter, in 
the courſe of eight years, greatly increaſed 
his felicity, as his brother-in-law ſtill con- 
tinued childleſs ; and ſoon after the birth of 
Lord Clancaſtle's younger ſon, the Mar- 


chioneſs of Ormond quitted this world for a 


better. 


7 The Earl, now an Admiral of the REL 1 


already in imagination ſaw his eldeſt fon 
Marquis of Ormond, his daughter a Ducheſs, 
and himſelf a Knight of the Garter, Britiſh 
Peer, &c. &c. in ſhort, in poſſeſſion of every 


| honour likely to gratify his infatiable ambi- 
tion. He reſolved his two ſons ſhould enter 
the Navy, that they might add to the laurels 


which already graced his brow ; for could he 
doubt their being equally brave and | equally 
* ? | 


| Dame Fortune, however, can be capricious, 
and had a ſtroke in reſerve for him he nei- 
ther dreaded nor expected, never having 


+; the Marquis of Ormond, at the 
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advanced age of fifty-five, would think of 
marrying again ;—but Love had otherwiſe 
ordained, His Lordſhip had long been in 
habits of intimacy with the Duke of Ormond, 
and had been godfather to his only daugh- 
ter, who very unintentionally robbed him of 
his heart the firſt time he ſaw her at Court 
after the death of his late wife. Perfectly 
ſenſible of the extreme difference in their age, 
as Lady Albinia Forteſcue was but juſt turned 
of eighteen, for ſome time he dared not 
venture to mention the wiſhes Love led him 
to entertain; and when he did hint them to 
the Duke of Ormond, he requeſted that 
they might not be permitted to interfere 
with her Ladyſhip's own idea of happineſs ; 
ſhe was therefore left at full liberty to reje& 
or accept his offer, as beſt accorded with her 
own inclination. | 


The Marquis was ſtill a very fine figure, 


looked remarkably young of his age, and 


was ſo gay, and fo perfectly good-humoured, 
her Ladyſhip law every. prof} * of felicity 
15 Sts 1 
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In the propoſed union, and readily conſent: | 


ed to accompany him to the altar ; nor was 

ſhe diſappointed in the expectations ſhe had 

formed, nor did ſhe ever regret having ſuf- 

fered eſteem to take the pas of love upon 
ſo important an occaſion. 


The Earl of Clancaſtle by no means ap- 


proved of his brother- in laws making ſuch 


a fool of himſelf, as he termed it; ſtill he 


conſoled himſelf with reffecting his age ren- 
dered it highly probable the Ormond title 
would {till devolve to his ſon. But even this 
hope, which had principally induced him to 
confer his name upon Lady Laura, was diſ- 
appointed; for the Marchioneſs laid | in of a 
ſon and heir before the expiration of the 
twelvemonth, and thus placed an Earl of 
Elleſmere between his ſon and this envied 
title. | 


Great were the rejoicings upon ſuch an 
event, which took place at Tregony Caſtle, 
and the tenants upon that, and all his 
. Lordſhip's 


11 IU. 1997 


Lordſhip's other eſtates, ſincerely partici- 
pated in their noble Lord's unbounded 


joy. 5 i 8 


Lord Clancaſtle bore this death- blow to 
all his hopes with the moſt apparent ſang 
froid, nay even joined in the general congra- 
tulations the Marquis received, with a de- 
gree of hearty ſincerity that rendered them 
doubly welcome: indeed his ſpirits were 
rather ſupported by the hopes he entertained 
that this 1dolized infant would never attain 
the years of maturity. But he had the mor- 
tification to find himſelf again miſtaken in 
his conject ures; for the young Earl throve 
prodigiouſly, and was univerſally admired 
for the ſtriking beauty of his features, and 
the air of health which glowed upon his in- 
fant cheeks ;—yet ſoon after he was turned of 
nine months old, the Earl of Clancaſtle fan- 
cied he grew pale, and looked very puny—a 
remark he made to the head nurſe, who ob- 
ſerved that he was cutting his teeth, which 


r accounted for his want of colour. 
ES. How- 
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However, to his infinite joy, and the moſt 


_ poignant grief of the Marquis and Mar- 


chioneſs, the ſweet boy was one morning 
found dead in his cradle; and, from the 
wonderful change, nay even diſtortion of his 


countenance, the phyſicians, who were in- 


ſtantly ſent for, pronounced his death to 
have been occaſioned by a very ſtrong con- 


vulſion fit; which, even admitting they had 
been preſent when he had been taken, would 
moſt probably have carried him off. 


He was of courſe buried with all due 


pomp; and the Admiral, who acted as chief 


mourner upon the occaſion, exultingly fol- 


lowed him to the grave, ſecretly hoping he 


ſhould ſoon pay the ſame compliment to the 
father. 


But the Marquis bore his loſs like a man, 
notwithſtanding it proved irreparable, as he 


had no more children; but though his mind 


dwelt often with fond regret upon his lovely 


babe, he neither gave way to melancholy 
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nor deſpair, and conſoled himſelf with the 
reflection that he had till an heir in his 
ſiſter's ſon, whom he half reſolved to bring 
up under his own eyes; but finding that 
Lady Clancaſtle was rather averſe to the 
propoſal, and that the fight of thoſe chil- 
dren renewed the Marchioneſs's ſorrow, he 
gave up the idea, and endeavoured, by ad- 
miniſtering relief to the wants and ſorrows 
of his fellow-creatures, to alleviate the ſenſe 
he continued to retain of his own. 


CHAP, 
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and dependants continued to deplore, Lady 


ſo fond, that ſhe requeſted, as ſoon as ſhe 
could run alone, to have her committed to 
her care. The Earl and Lady Clancaſtle 
readily complied with her wiſhes, certain 
that their child could not be in better 
hands. 5 
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quis's brother-in- law, Meredith, died (his 


ABOUT four years after the death of the 


infant, whoſe loſs all the Marquis's tenants 


Clancaſtle preſented her Lord with a ſecond 
daughter, of whom the Marchioneſs grew 


Much about the ſame period, the Mar- 


wife had preceded him to the grave) leaving 
his 


- 
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his Lordſhip his ſole executor and FARCE 


of his only ſon, then about ten years old. 


The young Edwin had ever been a great 


favourite of both Lord and Lady Ormond's, 
and ſoon more than rivalled Lord and Maſter 
Killarney in their affections ;—he was their 
ſchoolfellow at Eton, but ſpent all his va- 
cations at his guardian's, who ſuperintended 
his improvements in his various ſtudies with 
a truly paternal attention. 


At eighteen, his Lordſhip ſent him to 


College upon a very liberal allowance ; 


though he did not mean, as he ſeemed to 


have no wiſh to enter either the Army or 


the Navy, to bring him up to any profeſ- 


ſion; his father having left him a very fine 


eſtate, which brought him in a clear twelve 
thouſand a-year ; and at a proper period he 
ſet out upon his travels, attended by a 


Governor of known abilities. a 
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Lord Clancaſtle's ſons both entered the 
Navy at a very early age, that their father 
might ſee them Admirals before he died. 
Their mother lived to ſee the eldeſt a Cap- 


tain, and even upon her death-bed exulted 


in their glorious proſpects, proteſting ſhe re- 
ſigned her breath without a murmur, ſince 
her eldeſt ſon would inherit her father's 


name and boaſted title. 


en ale, fully a with pro- 
moting the advancement of his beloved (ons, | 


her Ladyſhip dying at the commencement 
of a war, had little time to ſpare in vain 
regrets for a woman he had merely married 
to gratify his ambition ;—but this loſs was 


only the prelude to one he almoſt ſunk 
under :—either owing to their bravery, their 


raſhneis, or more probably to thoſe immut- 


| able decrees no mortal can withſtand, his 


t:vo ſons loſt their lives, on the very ſame 


day, in a ſevere engagement between the 


Britiſh and French fleets. Their names 
were thus certainly immortalized ; but even 


that 


/ 
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that gratifying circumſtance only increaſed 
the unhappy parent's ſorrow, who was doom- 


ed to ſtill greater miſery. His eldeſt daugh- _ 


ter, who had long been in a declining way, 
was ſo much affected by the untimely fate of 
her brothers, that ſhe followed them to the 
grave ere the monument, intended to com- 
memorate their valour, was finiſhed. 


The Admiral did not poſſeſs thoſe innate 
reſources which had enabled the Marquis to 
ſubmit without murmuring to the Divine | 
will: —he gave way to the moſt immoderate 
and even irrational grief, repeatedly declaring 
he did not wiſh to ſurvive his children. 


The preſence of his now only daughter 
alone put ſome check upon his deſpair 
to her wretched parent, therefore, did her 
kind aunt, with whom ſhe had hitherto con- 
ſtantly reſided, willingly refign her; fre- 
quently, as well as the Marquis, vifiting 
him herſelf, and endeavouring, by every 

5 . - -, 
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kind attention, to ſooth grief which ſhe ſoon | 
found it impoſſible to * 


| Friegony Cutie bad never been a favourite 

reſidence of either Lord or Lady Ormond 
ſince. the death of their ſon, though near 
one-and-twenty years had now elapſed ſince 

that melancholy event: ſtill the ſculptured 

marble, that covered his innocence and early 
death, ever filled the Marchioneſs's eyes 
with tears, and drew a figh from the more | 
reſigned and venerable Marquis. Yet their” loo 


wiſh to conſole their far more miſerable |. gre: 
brother-in-law, induced them to follow him pro 
into Wales, where he had retreated to in- acc 
dulge in, what he termed, the luxury of of 
ſorrow, accompanied by his only ſurviving I enli 
child in pity to her, therefore, as well as I reſt 
the deſpairing father, Lady Ormond choſe not 
to renew her own grief, rather than ſuffer II by? 
them to brood in ſolitude over misfortunes his 
which every retroſpection muſt ſerve to trea 
increaſe. dete 
| wy ter, 


Meredith 
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Meredith had returned from hs Grand 


Tour about two years previous to this me- 
lancholy event, and had had ſome notions of 
making propoſals to Lord Clancaſtle for his 


now only daughter before ſhe became his 


heireſs; but was too well acquainted with _ 


his Lordſhip's inordinate ambition to ſup- 


poſe he would now beſtow her upon a com- 
moner and as the regard he felt for Lady 


Lucy partook more of, eſteem for her many 
amiable qualities than of romantic love, he 
looked forward to her union with ſome 
greater man, which he thought more than 
probable, rather with regret than deſpair; ; and 
accompanied the Marquis and Marchioneſs 


of Ormond to Tregony, more with a view to 


enliven the party, than to forward the inte- 


reſts of his Jove—as he was fully determined 
not to gratify the Earl's predominant foible 


by affording him an opportunity of rejecting 
his ſuit. He had ever been accuſtomed to 
treat Lady Lucy as a favourite ſiſter, and 


determined to preſerve the fraternal charac- 


ter, except he met with ſufficient encou- 


ragement 
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ragement from her father to propoſe himſelf - 


a candidate for her hand. 


Ea aumoſt as chats ſon by Lord 


and Lady Ormond, he daily attended one or 


the other to Lanfreddew (the name of the 


Earl's ſeat) ; till the kind ſoothing conſo- 


lations of this amiable couple rather ſeemed 


to irritate than calm the ſorrows they were 


intended to afſuage. 


Meredith had never been a favourite of 
the Admiral's; becauſe, though a com- 
moner, he was of a moſt reſpectable family, 
and much richer than his Lordſhip ; in ad- 
dition to which, there was every reaſon to 
ſuppoſe he would inherit all the Mar- 
quis's property that was not entailed ;——he 
had therefore, from his youth, conſidered 


him as a very dangerous rival to his ſons; ſtill, 
as be thought it poſſible, if he married his 


daughter, the- Ormond title might be re- 


vived 1n his perſon, he rather encouraged 


the n. 5 between the young 
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folks; though he by no means wiſhed Lady 
Lucy to marry ſo early, in hopes that ſhe 
might meet with ſome till more eligible | 
offers. 


Meredith was not the dupe of his fineſſe, 
and frequently told Lady Ormond that he 
wiſhed Lady Lucy Killarney was the daugh- 
ter of any other man. She endeavoured to 
laugh him out of what ſhe called a very miſ- | 
taken prejudice, as ſhe had long wiſhed to 
ſee him united to her god-daughter, from a 
conviction that ſuch a match would greatly 
promote the happineſs of both ; yet did not 
think this a propitious moment to mention 
the matter to the Earl, who ſeemed very 
anxious to ſeclude himſelf even from their 
wee 


They had ſpent a fortnight at the caſtle, 
when one morning, contrary to his uſual _ 
cuſtom, his advanced age having of late 
made him decline the exerciſe, the Marquis 


accompanied Meredith, on horſeback, | to 
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Lanfreddew, mounting, for the firſt time, 


the poney already mentioned, which the he 
latter gentleman had himſelf broke in for his 
uſe. While aſcending a ſteep, rough, and | 
narrow hill they perceived ſomebody ad- n 
vancing alſo on horſeback, whoſe horſe, for 
almoſt at the moment they caught ſight of ſer 
him, flepped upon a looſe ſtone, and fell the 
with ſuch violence, that he threw his rider, wes 
and inſtantaneouſly recovering his legs, ſet Ws. 
off at full {peed down the hill, dragging his he 
unfortunate rider, whoſe foot hung in the aff 
ſtirrup, along with him. — 
Meredith, never ſenſible of perſonal dan- 3 
ger when the life of a fellow- creature was at wk 
ſtake, made a ſucceſsful, though hazardous, 
attempt to ſtop the runaway horſe, which 1 
being naturally vicious, he with difficulty Fe: 
reſtrained till the grooms came to his aſſiſt- | 
ance, when, inſtantly alighting, he diſengaged wy 
the ſufferer from his perilous ſituation, whom Fry 
he immediately recognized for Mr. Gwillim, ia: 


Lord 


2 12 SS * 


ELLESMERE. 191 


65 


1 | 
Lord Clancaſtle's ſteward, and obſerved that 
he was molt likely coming to the caſtle, 


The Marquis, ſhocked at the accident, 
and terrified for Meredith's ſafety, had been 
for a few moments bereft of his uſual pre- 
ſence of mind, but now perfectly recollected 
the man; but did not alſo know that this 
was the identical Welch lad Patrick Killar- 
ney had beat on board the Mars, and whom 
he had made his ſervant as ſoon as he could 
afford to keep one, and, in proceſs of time, 
promoted him to the office of his fleward ; 
and, as Gwillim preferred his native country 
to every other part of Great Britain, he had 


latterly conſtantly refided upon his W 8 
Welch eſtate. 


Every poſſible means the gentlemen could 
deviſe were now uſed to recover him, as he 
was ſpeechleſs, and apparently very much 
bruiſed. There was no houſe very near, nor 
did they know how to get him upon a horſe 
to convey him towards the neareſt village 1 
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at laſt the Marquis ſent his ſervant for one 


of his own carriages, and Meredith's for a 


ſurgeon, reſident in the village of Tregony, 1] 


as it became every moment more evident 
that he would not be able to ride home, 


They were "PAP out of ſight when 


Gwillim opened his eyes ; and, after looking 


wildly round him for a few ſeconds, exclaim-/ 


ed in a faint voice, upon perceiving himſelf 


ſupported by the Marquis, while Meredith 


chated his teraples— 


| „ Merciful God! is it you, my Lord 
Marquis ?—You, who, had you treated me 


according to my deſerts, would have put an 
end to my miſerable exiſtence at once! 


80 t a ſpeech, though it ſtartled 
them, led both the gentlemen to ſuppoſe he 
was not yet ſenſible. 


Be ed my friend,” ſaid the Mar- 


| quis, « you will ſoon be better, I-hope.” 
Guillim, 


tir 
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F Gviillim, without attending to him con- 
N tna ö 
, „Oh Heavenly Father, forgive me !— 


I feel I am dying Then again ſnatching 
a ſort of fearful glance at the Marquis 


nm © Pray leave me, my Lord.—If you knew r. 
all, you would not thus intereſt n ang 

a vretch——” 11 

f N 5 

N He "uſed; and the Marquis anxious, if 


he was ſenſible, to urge bim to be more ex- 
plicit, rejoined | 


# " am at a Joſs to underſtand you, my 

friend you never injured me, to my know- 
kdge ;—but how do you feel yourſelf? * 
haye ſent for a ſurgeon and a carriage.“ g 

Send for a halter, my Lord Marquis 

; it will be doing both me and yourſelf juſtice 

Ito hang me upon the neareſt tree But the 
vengeance - of the Almighty has overtaken 

X me, for I Del! am dying ! 5 
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« Surely,” ſaid the Marquis, in a low 


voice to Meredith, „if he is ſenſible, ſome 
dreadful fin lies very- heavy upon his mind.” 


“ So it ſhould ne he noted. 


| Unwilling, wag to agitate him more 


thn he ſeemed already, the Marquis hardly 


dared preſs him to unburthen his conſcience; ; 


therefore addrefling him 


* Well, my friend, though I am till at a 


loſs to comprehend you, believe me, if you 
have injured me either in thought, word, 


or deed, I forgive you moſt ſincerely ;—you | 


know beſt whether J ought to remain in 
ignorance of what you allude to.“ 


„ Oh! no, no, my Lord, you have been 
| kept in ignorance but too long already ;— 
you would not have been ſo ready to Ft 

me, had you even ſuſpected my guilt ;—for 

years I have lived in dread of this day—I 


never could think of my latter end but I 


yr at my Lord Marquis, ſtanding be- 


tween 
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tween me and happineſs in the world to | 
come.” | 


F dig he hates more diſtinetiy, though 
his wounds bled very faſt, the Marquis, 


fearful he was in the danger he ſeemed to 


apprehend, urged him to explain himſelf, 
aſſuring him that whatever miglit be the, 


nature of his offence, he freely forgave him, 


and would never diſcloſe what he ſeemed 


| inclined to reveal, without his permiſſion, | 
ſhould he, as he hoped he would, recover. 


At that moment the blood guſhed violent- 
ly out of his mouth- and ears ;—the two 


gentlemen gueſſed that he had broken a 


blood-veſſel, and began ſeriouſly to fear that 
he would never recover his ſpeech. 


| Meredith was mounting his horſe to ride 


in ſearch of a ſtyptic, when the appearance 


of the carriage, followed by the ſurgeon, 


rendered it unneceſſary, and, to their in- 
finite Joy > Meredith was equally as 


roo anxious” 
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1 


anxious as the Marquis), the bleeding was 


ſtopped, and he was lifted into the coach; 


Lord Ormond placing himſelf beſide him, 
having given orders to be driven to the caſtle, 
not to ſhock Lord Clancaſtle, he told the- 


ſervants and ſurgeon, though his curioſity 


had in reality thus induced him to alter bas - 
. firſt reſolution. e 


a jt They ſoon reached Tregony :—the Mar- 
chioneſs was fortunately gone to pay ſome 
viſits in the neighbourhood. The dying man 
was therefore conveyed into a bed-chamber, 
the Marquis and Meredith ſtill attending, 
who found the ſurgeon, ſo far from hoping 
that he would recover, hardly thought he 


would ſurvive the day, and therefore ſeriouſly 
adviſed him, ſince a ſhort reſpite was allowed 


him, to employ It 10 n. his worldly 


affairs, 


fin conſequence of this pech. Lord | 
Otmond diſmiſſed all the attendants, mo- 
tioning to Meredith to take his ſation ſo as 
; not 
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not to be ſeen by the ſick man, confident of 


his honour, and rather wiſhing to have a 
witneſs of their diſcourſe, in caſe Gwillim 
had any ſecret of conſequence to diſcloſe ;— ' 
and then, in the ftrongeſt terms, exhorted 


him to ſeize this opportunity to unburthen 
his mind of what ſeemed to make him ſo 
uneaſy ; adding, that even a death-bed re- 


pentance, if ſincere, might be accepted in 
expiation of his ſins, particularly if he en- 


deavoured to make all the atonement in 


his power; for thoſe ſeemed to have made 5 : 


him doubt of his falvation, 


« If 1 910 but Hope, that the f ncere 
confeſſion which I am preparing to make, 
would atone for my paſt iniquities, I ſhould 


not repine at a fate which I have ſo well 


deſerved ;—but pray ſend for my wife, my 


Lord, that ſhe may confirm the truth of 
what lam about to relate“ 


4 


The Marquis gave orders in conſequence, 


and then reſumed his place by the bedſide, 


when the invalid thus began ;— | 
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„ For ths I ſhould not live till FR ar- 


rives, I will at once unburthen my mind — 


Your Lordſhip's much lamented ſon ſtill 
lives!“ 


| He ſpoke in a ſort of whiſper, and, pulling 


the bed-clothes over his face as he concluded, 


ſeemed to wiſh inſtant annihilation might 
follow his confeſſion; the bed abſolutely 
RE, ſo great was his emotion. 


The Marquis dared ot what he 
deemed an illuſion of his fenſes—Gwillm 


was certainly delirious ;—nearly in as much 


_ agitation as the culprit, he removed the bed- 


clothes, and caught hold of his hand, 


while, in a voice as inarticulate as his own, 


he exclaimed— 


«© Can I „. bleffing in ſtore for 


me? But no, it is impoſſible! Why do I 
ſuffer the ravings of delirium thus to affect 
me ?—My ſon can never ſe from the flent 


grave!” 


Meredith, 
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| Meredith, forgetting that the invalid was 
not to know that he was in the room, caught 
hold of the trembling Marquis, entreating 
him to calm himſelf; aſſuring him that he - + 
thought the penitent Gwillim (whom he ad- 
jured in the moſt earneſt manner to prove 
the truth of his afſertion) was perithly in his 


ſenſes. 


« Fe is not dead, my Lord,” cried the 
almoſt exhauſted ſinner, I call heaven, at 
this awful moment, to witneſs the truth 
of my words. Lou were impoſed upon by 
me, villain that Iam !—the child you ſaw, _Þ 
and who lies in Tregony Chapel, was not — 9 | 
Lord Elleſmere ! he is at this moment one 
of the fineſt young Noblemen in the three 
kingdoms. —God be praiſed, I have not his 
death to anſwer for, which was very nearly 

being the caſe, though it was never my in- 
tention to hurt even a hair of his head; 
but the Almighty ever protects the innocent 
and helpleſs.— Money was ſurely coined to 
| lure x men to their deſtruction: avarice alone 
1 a prompted 
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« For fear I ſhould not live till FIR ar- 


rives, I will at once unburthen my mind 


Your Lordſhip's much lamented fon ſill 


lives bbs 


He pole in a ſort of whiſper, and, pulling 
the bed- clothes over his face as he concluded, 
ſeemed to wiſh inſtant annihilation might 
follow his confeſſion ; ; the bed abſolutely 


ſhook, ſo ome was his emotion. 


The 13 dared not credit IR he 


deemed an illuſion of his ſenſes—Gwillim 


was certainly delirious nearly in as much 


* agitation as the culprit, he removed the bed- 


clothes, and caught hold of his hand, 


while, in a voice as inarticulate as his own, 


he exclaimed— E 


6 Can 1 have ſuch a bleſſing in ſtore for 


me ?—But no, it is impoſſible! Why do I 


ſuffer the ravings of delirium thus to affect 


me ?—My fon can never riſe from the filent 
| grave! '- WE 


Meredith, 
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Meredith, forgetting that the invalid was 
not to know that he was in the room, caught 
hold of the trembling Marquis, entreating 
him to calm himſelf; aſſuring him that he - + 
thought the penitent Gwillim (whom he ad- 
jured in the moſt earneſt manner to prove 
the truth of his afſertion) was n in his 
ſenſes. | 


« 1 not dead, my Lord,“ cried the 
almoſt exhauſted ſinner, I call heaven, at 
this awful moment, to witneſs the truth _ 
of my words. Lou were impoſed upon by 
me, villain that I am !—the child you ſaw, _ 
and who lies in Tregony Chapel, was not — 
Lord Elleſmere ! he is at this moment one 
of the fineſt young Noblemen in the three 
kingdoms.— God be praiſed, I have not his 
death to anſwer for, which was very nearly 
being tlie caſe, though it was never my in- 
tention to hurt even a hair of his head _ 
but the Almighty ever protects the innocent 
and helpleſs. —Money was ſurely coined to 
| lure n men to their deſtruction: avarice alone 
K 4 prompted 
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prompted me to the wicked deed which no 
tardy repentance can ever expiate.“ 

Rather more calm, the venerable Marquis, 
in an impreſſive tone, deſired him to remem- 


ber the Almighty's mercy was as unbounded 
28 his omnipotence. e . 


« Let me only urge you to hs ſincere.“” 


he continued ; © where i is my ſon, if he does 


live? and how were you able to impoſe 


upon me in the manner you did what 2 


_ purpoſe was it to anſwer? and how came you 


to bea gainer by N me of my ; 


child? 8 

« God grant. me ſtrength to Weh my 
"crimes, my Lord Marquis !—but if I ac- 
knowledge who were my accomplice. in this 
wicked plot, what muſt be their fate ?— 
Mine will be ſoon decided! My wife and 
my maſter |” | 


* My be d- law 35 interrabted: the 


Marquis, „ 1mpoſſible remember, by en- 
deavouring to ra "ou? iniquities to 
| others, 


5 e 
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others, you aggravate, rather than ſen, 
your own guilt.” _ 


Believe me, my Lord, 1 don't with to 


extenuate my crimes; you are as little ac- 


quainted with Lord Clancaſtle's real diſpo- 
ſition as you were with mine. However, as 


you have promiſed to forgive me, who am 
by far the greateſt. criminal, pray extend 


your clemenc to him and my wife ;. I ſhall 


then die comparatively happy.“ 11 e 


« You may rely upon my moderation Nm 


that bs all I can or will promiſe till 1 know: 


% 
0 


more,” replied the Marquis 33 therefore: 5 


proceed with your ſtory.“ 


cc i need not tell you, my Lord, CR, 


was to have been your heir if you had no 
children the idea of traninutting. your 
ancient title to his poſterity, firſt, nay, I 


may ſay alone, induced the Earl of Clancaſtle 


| to ſeek the hand of Lady Laura Ormond.. 
His ambition has been already fruſtrated, 
ſince he has no longer an heir to inherit that 


title he would have forteited his ſoul to enſure. - 
to his deſcendants ; ; for he firſt put it into 


©$ my 


* 
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my head to make away with the young - all 5 


though he never openly propoſed the matter; 


but his hints and promiſes of advantage 
made too deep an impreſſion upon my mind 
not to be eaſily underſtood He would 
give a thouſand guineas, if that would haſten 
his death; and very ſoon doubled the fum, 
_ concluding with the ſame wh. I thought 


it a tempting bribe, as I had not a doubt of 


his keeping his word; —ſtill I had grace 
enough to abhor the 1dea of becoming a 
murderer, though my brains were always at 
work to deviſe ſome plan that might equally |. 
anſwer my end. An accident which occur- 


red when leaſt expected, afforded me an 
opportunity of obliging the Earl, and making 
myſelf maſter of the promiſed ſum :—A 


ſiſter of mine, who reſided in a ſmall cottage 
upon my Lord's eſtate, had been left by a 
very bad huſband with a young child only 
a fortnight older than the Earl; I frequently 
viſited her, indeed! had ſupported her for 
ſome time, and happened to be there one 
day when her infant (who had been ſubject 
N | to 


3 
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to them from his birth) went olf.i ina fit. 


A thought inſtantly darted acroſs my mind 


i —1 therefore, making her ſwear that ſhe 


would not mention her child's death till I 
returned, haſtily left her to lay the founda- 


tion of the ſcheme I had in meditation.—1 


had for ſome time kept company with your 
ſon's head-nurſe, not for the love I bore her, 
God knows, but becauſe I had long foreſeen I 


muſt make her an accomplice in whatever 


plan I ſhould adopt {:r the removal of her 


young charge. I therefore paid her an im- 
mediate viſit, and finding her, as I had... 3 
ſuſpected, as anxious to make her fortune 


as I had long been to increaſe my own, 


wie agreed to put my ſiſter's dead child in 


the place of the young Earl, the face of the 
child being ſo much diſtorted by the fit as 
to render it impoſſible to diſcern the fea- 


tures; and were then, by an immediate 


union, to become equal ſharers in the bribe, 


which had been fo long held forth for my 
acceptance. My hitter was eafily ſworn to 


lecrecy, and foreſaw, like us, great future 
K 6 ady van 5 
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advantages might ariſe to herſelf by c con- 
niving at our iniquity, as ſhe was to un- 
dertake the charge of Lord Elleſmere after 
the exchange was made. Suffice it to ſay, 
we found it but too eaſy to put our ECG 


deception into practice.“ 
4 Gracious heaven !” exclaimed the Mar- 
quis, © how wonderful are your decrees |! — 


But Lord Clancaſtle, what ſaid he, and how 
did you get paid for tuch an ation? *' 


„He does not know, my Lord, to this 


moment, but we ſmothered your ſon. I 


had my doubts when the deed was done, 


whether he would ſtand to what I conſidered 
as a ſort of tacit agreement, as he was cau- 


tious never to give any of the encouraging 


hints I have mentioned before witneſſes, you 


will ſuppoſe; but when I told him the Earl 


was no more, fufficiently giving him to un- 


derſtand that I had accelerated his death, he 


_ inſtantly acknowledged that I had rendered 
him a moſt ſignal ſeryige, and immediately 
gave me a draft upon his banker for two 


thouſand guineas,—l now thought I had 


hin 


5 : 
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him as completely in my power as your ſon, 
my Lord, knowing that the draft muſt 
always appear againſt him, and that, were 
he inclined to impeach, I could always de- 
liver up the child, of which he was by no 
means aware. As a farther: recompence, his 
Lordfhip immediately made me his. ſteward, 
in which office I have, by various means, 
accumulated near twenty thouſand pounds. 
I can only thank God that I have no chil- 
dren to inherit my ill begotten riches, though 
we have had fix born alive, but not one 
lived to the age of nine months.—Judge, 
my Lord Marquis, of the remorſe which 
increaſed my ſorrow for the loſs of each of - 
theſe babes. —lf it pleaſe God that I wou 
live long enough to make a will, I mean—” 
But where is my ſon ?”” interrupted the 
Marquis, perceiving that he breathed ſhort, 
and ſpoke with difficulty ; « ſatisfy me as to 
where J ſhall find him, and then endeavour to 
8 compoſe yourſelf for a while. Where has ne 
been all this time ? how has "Ik * brought - 


aN 


206 ELLESMERE, 


up ? and how am I to be certain that you 


don't ſtill mean to impoſe upon me? 


5 Oh! God forbid . that I ſhould be 1 


wicked at this awful moment, upon the very 


brink of my grave. I marked him myſelf, 
for fear my ſiſter, in caſe any thing ſhould 
befal him, ſhould endeavour in her turn to 
deceive me, as ſhe was to be well paid for 
her care of him. I ought to have taken. 


warning by her untunely fate, for 


- 


At that moment the blood guſhed again 


cout of his mouth, noſe, and ears, and ſuf- 
focated him in a few ſeconds. The Mar- 


quis, inexpreſſibly ſhocked, and by no means 


fatisfied, had rung for aſſiſtance, and was 
leaving the room, leaning upon Meredith, 
who was obſerving that he would certainly 

learn every other particular from Mrs. 


Gwillim, when the unfortunate woman, in 
an agony of terror, appeared before them: 


upon perceiving the now lifeleſs corpſe of 


ber huſband, ſhe ſcreamed, ſtarted back, and 
R [fell lifeleſs upon the floor, 


The 
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The Marquis deſired the ſurgeon to ad- 
miniſter the proper remedies upon ſuch oc- 
caſions, and to let him know as ſoon as his 
patient was able to anſwer a few queſtions, 
which the deceaſed had not lived long enough 
to reſolve; preparing once more to leave this 
ſcene of horror, when he heard Lord Clan- | 
caſtle's voice, who had learned Gwillim's 

accident, but not his imminent danger, and 
was now baſtening up ſtairs, : 


Antes 1 fon: 00 he would bear 
the ſhocking ſpectacle that awaited him, 
the Marquis ſtepped back, ſtill holding 
Meredith's arm, who ſighed to himſelf— 
Can this wretch be the father of the gentle 3 
Lucy * * : 


The firſt object that met the Earl's eyes 
Was Mrs. Gwillim, to all appearance dead, 
being borne out of the room; the ſhock this 
gave him was trifling to what he felt when he 
advanced a few ſteps further. For a few ſe- 
conds he remained rivetted t to. the ſpot, un- 
a 
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able to wich his eyes from the dreadfal 
ſpectacle the bed preſented; at laſt 'making 


an effort, he ſtaggered towards one of the 
windows, and opening it, leaned againſt 


the frame, ſeemingly gaſping for breath, 


while a cold dew hung upon his forehead, 


and added to the ghaſtlineſs of his looks. 


The Marquis would have found it difficult, 


at ſuch a moment, to have defined his own 
feelings—pity, joy, and horror aſſailed him 
ſo powerfully in their turns —abhorrence for 


his villanous brother-in-law for the moment 


predominated in his mind,. and he was near. 
_exclaiming—* Take warning by the un- 


timely fate of your vile accomplice !”” when 


the pallid checks, trembling frame, and vin 
ble expreſſion of remorie upon the Earl's 


countenance, checked the merited f̃eproach, 
and he felt a momentary Ae of pity for 
his greateſt en __ 


1 


1 Gwillim was carri 


room * and, the deſire of | the Marquis, 
the 
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the attcndinis followed her out. Fora few 
minutes after their departure a total filence 
prevailed. The Admiral at laſt, with dif- 
ficulty rouſing himſelf ſufficiently to ſpeak 
intelligibly, exclaimed in a trembling ac- 

cent: - 93 e 
0 What a ſcene !” 2&1 ww 

« A too tardy repentance greatly increaſed 
the horror of ſuch a death- bed, replied the 
Marquis, — bis brother full in the 
face. 

„ Did he ever n after his accident ?” 

eagerly enquired the conſcious Admiral. 
He did for a conſiderable time.? 

« And was he ſenſible of his approaching 5 
diſſolution? 

„ From the moment be ee his 
ſenſes, he employed his few remaining mo- 
ments in endeavouring to prepare bimſelf 20 
for eternity“ ä 

Was he dead when his wife arrived! N 


ce He 
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, 


He had juſt expired, after diſclokng a 


ſecret which may render your laſt moments ch 
{ill more bitter than his were“. m 

; Pl f 

"The indignant looks of both the Ore: 5 | tir 
and Meredith, who thought his uncle much | yy; 


too calm, added ſtrength to the prophetic 
denunciation. The valiant Admiral, who 

had ever been the terror of the enemies of ſo1 
Great Britain, now trembled like an aſpen- 

leaf, and ſhrunk, guilty and aghaſt, from pu 
the penetrating glances of the man he had fl 6 
ſo baſely and ſo deeply: im ure. _ 


50 1 
* Conſcience, I perceive,” continued fol 
Lord Ormond, can make cowards of the 
braveſt men.—Your guilty agent received 
my forgiveneſs before he expired, and, qu 
though far leſs deſerving, I extend it to you; ſuc 
for my ſon ſtill lives; — this he alſo revealed me 
with his parting breath—a circumſtance he dre 


has hitherto concealed from your know- || th: 
1 ledge,” | 


The 


| ELLESMERE, 5 | 211 
The Admiral ſunk down into the neareſt 
chair, and ſeemed unable either to ſpeak or - 


move. Unwilling to appear to triumph over 


a fallen enemy, the Marquis was ſlowly re- 
tiring, when his brother, after many efforts, 
was able to articulate— 


of 


« You talked of f forgiveneſs—that your 
ſon——" | 

ce Still Rees Dok 3 if I dare 
put any faith in the dying words of 2 
Gwillm.” 

«© Then God 1 praiſed ! be was the re- 
ply, accompanied with evident bens of heart- 
felt ſatisfaction. 


1 it may be ſuppoſe? that the Mar- 
quis's aſſertion afforded him ſome relief at 
ſuch a moment, particularly when it is re- 
membered that he had no longer any chil- 
dren, whole intereſts would be affected by 
the * of Lord E ere. g 
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The Marquis, unwilling to hold any * 


ther converſe with the man who had robbed 
him of ſo many happy years, left him with 
the remains of his late ſervant, and retired 


to wait the ſurgeon's fummons to attend 
Mrs. Gwillim, requeſting Meredith would 
break the joyful tidings to the Marchioneſs, 
alledging that he was not ſufficiently com- 
1 85 to undertake the talk ; — 


By « 1 was very much to blame not. to ob- 
tain a direction where to find my ſon the 


moment he acknowledged that he was living. 
—Suppoſe this woman fhould not reco- 
ver- . 7 
There can be no doubt of that, my 


Lord ;—and ſhe i 18 OE in all her buſ- 


band's ſecrets.” © i 
I truſt the is ;—but highs may not the 
sade victim of Lord Clancaſtle's vile 


ambition, and Gwillim's viler avarice, have 


ſuffered ?—lIt was certainly never the latter's 
intention to reveal his iniquity ; therefore 
how muſt my ſon have been brought up? 

Tet 


W 
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Yet ought I to murmur after ſo ſingular an 
interpoſition of Providence in my favour ?— 
But there comes the Marchionels ; leave me, 

my dear Meredith—you can prepare her by 
degrees for the happineſs which, I hope, 
awaits us both. Againſt my will, I can't 
help entertaining doubts which the preſence 
: of 1 my {on can alone. diſpel.” 8 | 


„ 5 IE bt, © Ra I a 
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Meredith eafily 1 for his appre- 
henſions, and was almoſt as much hurt as 
himſelf that the moſt important queſtion had 

en deferred to the laſt; yet thought it 
next to an impoſſibility that Mrs. Gwillim 
ſhould not be able to ſatisfy them concerning 
the Earl's preſent reſidence. He haſtened 
down ſtairs, revolving the matter in bis 
mind, and met the Marchioneſs | in the hall, 
who aſked, with a ſmile, not having heard of 
what had occurred during her nate how 

Lady Lucy did! Meredith lighed. 5 


Hey-day ! why I am afraid ſhe has er 5 
a titled Rn Edwin ; Inever W you ſigh 
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0 1 am glad your Ladyſhip f 18 returned in 
ſuch ſpirits; and am ſtill more rejoiced that 


I have that to communicate which will, 1 


think, increaſe your gaiety.“ 


« This is what I ſhould not have expect- 


ed from that lover- like ſigh but I am all 
impatient to hear what you have got to 
ſay ;“ accompanying him into the library, 


where, having duly prepared her for the 
happy tidings, he informed her that her ſon 


ſtill lived, and how amply ſhe was already 
revenged of her greateſt enemies. 


It is much eaſier to imagine than deſcribe 
a mother s feelings upon ſuch an occaſion: 


ſhe made Meredith repeat Gwillim's con- 


feſſion till her doubts gave way to the moſt 
unbounded joy, With difficulty was ſhe re- 
ſtrained from running into Mrs. Gwillim's 


room to wait the return of her reaſon, ſo 
anxious was ſhe now to embrace this ſon, 


whoſe infant beauties were ſo ſtrongly im- 


preſſed upon her memory, that ſhe was ſure 


ſhe ſhould know him again even after ſuch a 


44 | lapſe. 
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lapſe of time; and then . jeining the 
Marquis, who had rather regained his wont= 
ed compoſure, and ſmiled with his accuſ- 
tomed benignity at her repeated afſurances | 


that ſhe ſhould know their ſon. 


Mrs. Gwillim had not yet recovered her 
recollection, though ſhe had once or twice 
recovered her ſenſes; the ſurgeon, therefore, 


ſtrenuouſly adviſed hive being allowed to take 


a compoſing draught before ſhe was queſtion- 
ed upon any intereſting ſubject; to which 


the Marchioneſs reluctantly agreed, as ſne 


thought every moment an age till her laud- 
able curioſi ty was 2 


Being now more at leiſure to reflect upon 


the enormity of Lord Clancaſtle's guilt, the 


Marchioneſs declared that ſhe thought he 
ought to be made an example of.—So 
thought Meredith; ; but his regard for the 
daughter kept him ſilent. 
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The Marquis, i in reply, N that he” | 
had promiſed the deceaſed to treat his ac- | 
complices with lenity ; beſides, admitting 
they werefo arraign him in a Court of Juſtice, | 
would his being even condemned to ſuffer 
that death to which | be had ee doom 1 
ed their ſon, increaſe their felicity ? 


„ Oh! no, no, exclaimed the feeling 
Marchioneſs, Heaven forbid. that, in re- 
turn for the fmercies which have been ſhewn 
me and mine, I ſhould entail ſhame and in- 
famy upon my beloved god -· daughter 
Deluded man ! may God forgive him as ſin- 

cerely as I do at this moment And when 
I have once more embraced my fon, per- 
haps I may be inclined to renew the fincere 
pardon I grant him in a perſonal interview; 


for his daughter's ſake I would .do much, . 
and even wiſh this iniquitous deed could be C 

| concealed from the world. That, however, I { 
know is impoſſible; my protection, if ſhe | a 
N 


will accept it, ſhall therefore ſcreen her from 
the ſarcaſms and malignity of thoſe, who 0 


Pre 


nerhaji work! have acted jult as her father 
has done, had they been in the ſame ſitua- 


99 


tion 0 


The Marquis encouraged the kind notion. | 


and only wiſhed Lord Clancaſtle conduct 
admitted of any palliation. To apply to 
him reſpecting their ſon, would, they 
thought, anſwer no one purpoſe, as Gwillim 
had told his Lordſhip he did not know that 
be was in being; elſe the Marchioneſs's im- 
patience was ſo great, that ſhe would have 
deſcended to ſupplications, even to her 


greateſt enemy, upon ſuch an occaſion. As 
it. was, ſhe had no remedy but patience, and 


endeavoured to beguile the time by antici- 
pations of the future, and reflections upon... 
the paſt ; while Meredith's innate ſenſe of 
right made him determine to renounce all 
connection with the Admiral, left the world 
ſhould ſuppoſe that he had alſo connived at 


a crime from which there was a poſſibility he 
might ultimately reap ſome benefit. He 


bad never made any declaration to Lady 


j 


vol. II. „„ Lucy 
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Lucy incompatible with the fraternal nc 
he had frequently avowed for her; he might 
therefore continue her friend, ſhould ſhe PS, N 
cept the Marchioneſs' s offered protection, 
without giving either the world or herſelf 
reaſon to ſuppoſe the recent diſcovery had 
5 mn oy alteration i in his ſentiments. 


N EAR four hours elapſed before Mrs. 


Gwillim was in a ſituation to ſatisfy the im- 


patient curioſity of Lord and Lady Ormond, ; 


who, with Meredith, haſtened into the room 


where ſhe had been carried ;—the ſurgeon 
pronounced her competent to converſe with 


— — —¹— 


ſome degree of rationality. 


K 
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The Marquis, who was ever more ready 
to forgive than to condemn, told her that ſhe. 
had, nothing to fear if ſhe choſe to be as 
ſincere as ber huſband, repeating, nearly 
word for word, when he had ſaid. 9 


* 


c Oh! it 1s bit too true, my Lord ; z 


connived at his wicked plan, vile e 
that I am -I held my dear baby while he 


marked it upon the calves of its legs with 


gunponder, and parted with it never to lee 3 
it more- | 

„ Well, but whers 1 is he 1 now * wee. 
ed the Marquis. 
Did not my buſbahd tell your Lord = 
ſhip | ?” the aſked with evident diſmay. 


93 


„No, he was called away at the moment 
he was preparing to gratiſy my curioſity; ; but 
don't keep us in ſuſpenſe.” 

er N 1 have a ſoul to be ſaved, my Loßcl 


or hope for mercy either i in this world or 


that to come, I know no more where he 1s 
than the cn unborn!” | e 


\ 
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| The Marchioneſs burſt into tears; while 
the Marquis fill more ſolemnly adjured the 
miſerable woman to fatisfy-them if it was 
in her power; and again ſhe declared that 
ſhe only knew, becauſe her huſband had 
always told her fo, that the Earl {till lived. 
« Who carried him away after the. ex- 
change? aſked Meredith; © ſome- of theſe 5 
details may enable us yet to trace him“. 
I carried him from this houſe ay = 
ownſelf, Sir, in the dead of night, to 
Gwillim's fiſter's cottage ; and there = ; 
barbarous wretch marked him, as I told 85 
with an A. and O. in two rounds like 
but I have got the exact form at home, which £2 
he always carefully preſerved. —I then drefſed 
him in ſome of his ſiſter's child's clothes, 
and he ſet off with her and the dear baby on 
horſeback ; and from that time to this I have 
never known what became of bim, though 
he has frequently told me that he was very 
well off; but never would tell me where he 
was, 


* 
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was, for fear I ſhould. want to go and fee. 
him, he ſaid.” 81 
6 Well, but hae" bla of his alter ? 


where 1 is ſhe now ?” aſked the Marquis. Yo 


% Dead, if he. told me truth, my Lord; 
but as to where ſhe died, or when, I know : 
no more than you do. God knows, he was 
far from a good huſband, and often reproach- 


ed me for baving connived at his 2 


which laid very heavy upon his conſcience; 


and I am ſure my ſhare in it has made me 


miſerable enough. But he was A: ways 
afraid, if I could pick out where my young 


Lord was, I ſhould peach. But he has over 


and over told me he was very well off, and 
only yeſterday ſwore he was alive.” 
„What can be done?“ exclaimed the 


Marquis, nearly as much agitated as the 


Marchioneſs, who. declared that ſhe never 


expected to ſee her ſon again. 


12 Let us hope for the beſt, my . | 
Madam,” ſaid Meredith ; s. 0 Mes, Gwillim 
can't object to my accompanying her home, 


: and examining all. her huſband's papers in 


1 „ her 
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her preſence, as ſhe muſt know it is at your 


option to have her tranſported.” : 
«© We will all go,” exclaimed the Mar- 


chioneſs. : 


Me may be ſooner out of this dreadful 


date of {uſpenſe,” rejoined the ene | 


Thus, is. it was $9492. and a car- 
riage having been ordered, the invalid was 
ſupported to it, and they all proceeded to 
her houſe, where every paper of her huſ- 


band's underwent the exacteſt ſcrutiny with- 
out leading to the ſlighteſt diſcovery reſpect- 


4 
d 1 


ing the * or preſent abode of Lord 


Elleſmere. The two ovals, correſponding 


with the marks he bore, were all that re- 
mained to enable them to aſcertain the iden- 


tity -of their fon ; theſe the Marchioneſs | 


| brought away with her, proteſting that ſuch 


a diſappointment affected her much more 


than the firſt loſs of him; and Meredith 
was almoſt tempted to wiſh that Gwillim had 
been killed on the ſpot, rather than have 
| been — to raiſe hopes that there 


now 


— 


ELLESMERE. = 3 
nom ſeemed no very probable chance of ever, . 


| realizing. —Determined 5 however, to purſue 
every method hkely to lead to a diſcovery, 


the moment he had ſeen Lord and Lady 


Ormond home, he viſited every houſe in the _ 


village, making the moſt minute enquiries 


after Gwillim's ſiſter, his recent death WE 


. him a very good: * 


* people recolleiel | her lat the 


neighbourhood, but no one knew what had 
become of her ; nor had her huſband been 


ſeen ſince he had abſconded, about three 
months before ſhe was: miſſing and with 
this unſatisfactory account he was Hanes to | 


return to the caſtle. 


Ws 


The Marquis had ae e a very 1 
letter from his penitential brother - in- law, 1 in 


which he utterly diſclaimed anypremeditated - 
defign to make away with the young, Earl 

Gall acknowledging that he had frequent y, 
in Gwillim's hearing, wiſhed it would pleaſe 


. to take him, without attaching any 
| L 4 | o 
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other meaning to his words than that they 
literally preſented. The ſteward, however, i 
either through a regard for his maſter, or 
his own intereſt, had, as he had ever ſup- 
poſed, accelerated the infant's death; and, 
as he attributed the perpetration of this 
- wicked deed ſolely to thoſe unguarded wiſhes 
which had eſcaped him, he dared not give him 
up to juſtice. _ From the time he had loſt his 
ſons, he had never enjoyed a moment's peace; 
and had he even ſuſpected that Lord Elleſ- 
mere {till lived,. he would inſtantly have ac- 
© knowledged his criminal wiſhes, and to what 
they had led; but merely to revive their 
ſorrow for their loſs, which muſt be greatly | 
increaſed by the idea that their ſon had pe- 
riſhed by the hands of an aſſaſſin, appeared 
to him more a refinement of cruelty, than an 
act of juſtice, Yet their preſence and kind 
conſolations added ſuch ſtings to the re- 
8 Proaches of his conſcience, that he had re- 
ſolved, before the death of Gwillim, to leave 


1 England for ever; and that event having 


convinced him that ſuch crimes as the one 
which 
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| which he had occaſioned and concealed Aa 049 2 


to meet with their puniſhment in this world. 
He was determined, if the Marquis did not 
detain him (and he would not attempt pri- 


vately to elude the penalty and ſhame ſo _ 
much his due), to leave the kingdom within 


the week, never to return. If he was per- 
mitted to depart, he ſhould give orders for 
the immediate diſpofal of his Welch eſtates, 
in hopes that time might obliterate his name 
from the remembrance of thoſe he had ſo 
baſely, though not altogether intentionally, 
injured ;— and though they might, with juſ- 


tice, doubt his ſincerity, he took heaven to 


witneſs that he rejoiced, as much as they 


muſt do, that Lord Elleſmere was ſtill liv= 


ing. Indeed the diſcovery had relieved his 
mind from a ſtate of anguiſh and deſpair 2 
which nature muſt in time have ſunk under. 
That the Earl might prove worthy his truly 1} 
excellent parents, and the ſplendid deſtiny” » } 
that awaited him, was the only wiſh he dared 
to form, and which he would almoſt venture : 


to pr opheſy would be fully accompliſhed. | 4 
„ Meredith 


Py 
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Pd 


as 1 approve of his voluntary baniſhment, | 


as the villany he has connived at, not to uſe 


a harſher term, muſt, if we ever hope to diſ- 
cover our ſon, be very generally known; but 
for his promiſed bribe, no one would have 
undertaken to realize his wiſhes; therefore - 
by no means acquit him of the intention he 


ſo ftrenuouſly diſavows. | 
Nor I, upon my honour, my Lord, 
replied Meredith. «+ Had Gwillim' 3 


ſion led to an immediate diſcovery of the 


Earl of Elleſmere, I might have been more 
charitable; as it is, I think you mean to let 
him off too eaſily,” 


« He was my ſiſter's huſband, you know, 


Edwin, and the greateſt puniſhment our 


laws could inflict upon him would certainly 
not accelerate that happy moment which 1 ” 
hoped was ſo near at hand. I have ever en- 
deavoured, in the leſſer concerns of life, to 


* 


act up to that incomparable maxim, Do 
* „%% gs 3 


Meredith having read chis epiſtle, Lord 


„ - =, K „ „ 
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good for evil; and 1 really think thaw In 

ſometimes more merit in forgiving an enem , 
than in ſerving : a friend ; therefore ſhall I., 
upon ſo:ſevere a trial, forſake my om prin- 
ciples? Surely not.—l therefore propoſe to 
inform him that I have no objection to the 
plan he has 1 in contemplation; and that he- 
is at full liberty to depart whenever he 


+; pleaſes.— The Marchioneſs wiſhes her god- : 


daughter might remain under her protection, 
and I ſhould ſuppoſe that you are of her way 
of thinking; therefore are you inclined to 

carry my anſwer to the Admiral! PP, (6) 2 | 
had rather be excuſed, my Lord; he: 
never was n favourite of mine, and I hould- 
find it a difficult matter to be commonly”. 
civil to him while this horrid uncertainty: I; 
: reſpecting, the Earl continues :—Lady Lucy 
has my beft wiſhes ; but thinking as I now 
and ever muſt do of her father, I never can: 
conſent to offer her my hand. I have little 


doubt but ſhe will accompany him in his ; 13 


exile. She poſſeſſes excellent principles, and 
18 greatly to de pitied; but whether the- 
: 1 6 „„ Tema. 
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remains in . or goes abroad, 1 ſhall 
| henceforward merely conſider her as a friend. 


3 


Both the Marquis and Marchioneſs endea- 
voured to reaſon with him upon the ſubject, | 


without altering his determination. Was 


the fate of Lord Elleſmere aſcertained, he 
agreed that he might take a longer time for 


reflection; but while there remained a bare 


poſſibility of Lady Lucy's inheriting any part 
of the Ormond eſtates, he muſt content him 
ſelf with hoping ſome more deſerving man 


would make himſelf an intereſt in her heart; 
as to find himſelf in poſſeſſion of riches ob- 


tained by ſuch means, would render him 


completely 8 


oY 


The Marquis, Wert wrote to * 


Clancaſtle, and the evening was paſſed in 


forming and rejecting plans which might 


lead to the wiſhed-for diſcovery.—The fol- 
lowing days were ſpent in endeavouring to. 
trace the route which Gwillim and his ſiſter 
kad taken; and large rewards were offered in 
1855 thy: 


/ 
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hs neighbourhood. to any one who could 


aſcertain where ſhe died, or give the ſlighteſt 


intelligence concerning her infant compa- 
nion, whom it was now generally known was 


the Marquis of C Ormond's much n 


ſon. 


The Admiral, well aware of the detefla- 
tion in which his very name would be held 
from the moment his villany was blazoned 
abroad, bad ſet off for London with his 
daughter the morning after Gwillim' 8 
death; from whence, it was ſuppoſed, they 
had Ginadily proceeded to France. Their 
relationſhip led the world to excuſe the 
Marquis's clemency, and Meredith ſincerely 
Tejoiced that he had eſcaped a connection 
with a man 0 univerſally abhorred. 5 


Lady Lucy had iel a letter 4 grateful 
thanks for her godmother, which increaſed 
the attachment that lady had ever felt for 
her, as a very high ſenſe of duty would alone 5 
have induced her to accompany her father 


in Vp 
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| 
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in his exile. She gave the Maichioneſs. no 
addreſs; ſhe therefore could not anſwer it, as 
the would have wiſhed. Indeed her mind 
was at that timeſo fully occupied i in deviſing. 
ſchemes concerning her ſon, that ſhe could: 
attend to litle elle. | 5 


= 


I 


Being convinced, from the abſolute failure 
of all their enquiries near Tregony, that the: 
child had been removed to a. conſiderable 


diſtance,” the Marquis and Marchioneſs ſet. 
out for London to'conſult the-moſt eminent 
lawyers upon this extraordinary event; and, 

by their advice, the advertiſement which had 
ultimately led to the diſcovery, had been i in- 
. for near two months in every town 
and country paper, with ſo little ſucceſs that 
Lord and Lady Ormond had returned to 
Tregony, in deſpair of ever I any 
intelligence of. this unfortunate e 

1 be unea{ fy ſtate of uncertainty 2 "I 
penſe they had now been in for upwards of 


four months, had preyed ſo much upon the 
. „ ͤ 1 Marquis's | 


8 


moment when leaſt expected, brought about 
| what Guilin did 5 live * a 546 


* a having, like * 5 5 
brought her narrative to a concluſion, was 
earneſt with her ſon to retire ; and was ſoably _. 


though he felt very little inclination, to ſleep, 


concerning her mother before Sir Jeremy, 
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Marquis's health and. ſpirits, that Moredith: - 
began to entertain ſeridus fears that it would 
horten his days, when mere chance, at a 


| f 5 ; 3 3 1 
> . | i 2 


- 


ſeconded by the Marquis, that Clement, 


readily obliged them: indeed he rather 
wiſhed to be alone. He had not yet men- 
tioned his daughter to his parents, not 
chuſing to enter into the neceſſary details 


Who 


* * % 


who now took his leave, with many ſincere 4 

wiſhes for his ſpeedy recovery; adding, his ſl . 

mother and fiſter would find full employ- ut: 

ment the next morning in running about 
from neighbour to neighbour to retail the 

News which he ſhould _ home. „„ ale 

| A | th 

. Depend upon it, it has found its way | en 

already into the village,” laid Meredith; ba 

b but as you can enter into details which the in 

ſervants are unacquainted with, I dare ſay for 

you will have your ſhare of queſtions,” -- | i 

« And I ſhall refer them all to you, ſu 

Edwin ; fo good night! The ſame to you, th 

Lord Elleſmere I liked you very much in 

- from the firſt moment that I ſaw you; may Mm 

you ſoon be able to join in the general re- ſh 

joicings of all your Welch neighbours ! for lit 

L am determined not to marry till you can _ 

danceat my wedding ;—and fo your humble 5 

ſervant,” hurrying wax. 

He is an unpoliſhed being,” faid || ac 

Meredith, „but poſſeſſes an excellent in 


heart.“ . | „„ {e1 
| « So 95 
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So it appears,“ rejoined Clement; 
cc and for his ſake Iam very happy he has given 

up all n of Lady Diana . 

\ 4 

He- now retired, and, as fm as he was 
alone, fell into a train of reflections upon 
the paſt :—he muſt mention his unfortunate 
| engagement to his parents, who would pro- 
bably, and very juſtly, blame him for having 
| indulged the romantic notion of being loved 
for himſelf. Well, they could not condemn _ 
his conduct more than he did himſelf; but 

ſurely they would not object to his leaving 
the Baroneſs to follow the bent of her own 
inclinations for was he now to compel her 
to acknowledge him for her huſband, he 

ſhould be doing her an honour which ſhe. 
little deſerved ; yet he ſhould enjoy hum- 
| bling the Dubois' „ 2 


The joy hefelt, PERL to * himſelf the 
acknowledged heir of one of the firſt families 
in England, predominated over every other 


ſentiment, as much upon his daughter s 
his 
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been ſince he had attained the e of 
reaſon. 


— 


- 


The Marquis, Marchioneſs, and Meredith 
had ſet up late, diſcourſing upon the occur-. 


rences of the day: the latter was convinced 
that the ſuppoſed baſeneſs of his origin was 
one of the ſources of the Earl's complaint, 


which being ſo happily removed, muſt. LO a 
great way towards effecting his cure.— The 
Marquis prayed that he might prove a true 


prophet. The Marchioneſs was fearful that 
he had met with ſome very ſevere diſap- 


7 pointment; but ſince he was reſtored to her 
arms (an event ſhe never expected), ſhe + 


flattered herſelf that ſhe ſhould be able to- | 
diſcover what preyed upon his mind ; and 


they retired to reſt with hearts replete with 
gratitude towards the Giver of all goodneſs. 
for this happy termination of the horrible 
anxiety they had endured while they feared: 
that their ſon was labouring for his bread ; 


* 


his own account; and he went to ſleep in a 
happier frame of mind than he had. ever 


! , | 55 ; — 


— U f 7 


— 
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or, perhaps, what was infinitely more to be 
dreaded (as he might have been compara- 
tively happy in the firſt caſe) ſtroegling with 
tlie oth abject poverty. 


4 bother night? 5 reſt PL he bad en- 
joyed ſince he parted from the Baroneſs, 
Clement awoke fo refreſhed that he was per- 
fectly ſenſible of the influence the mind has 
upon the body; and the certainty that he 
was under his father's roof, and that that 
father was one of the moſt reſpectable, as 
well as beſt of men, was ſo pleaſing a re- 
flection, that it baniſhed every paſt diff. 
agreeable event for a time from bis mind, 
and when they inevitably recurred to his 


1 


memory, it was no longer with their accuſ- 
tomed bitterneſs: and he felt, in the loved 
ſociety he was now certain of enjoying, that 
he ſhould ſoon forget the unprincipled wo- 
man whoſe baſeneſs had laid the foundation. 


& his diſorder. 


„ 


The 
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The moment he rang his bell, Lady 
Ormond made her appearance with a ſmall 


baſon in her hand; and after the firſt en- 


quiries, entreated that he would drink its 5 
contents, and lie in bed for another half 


hour; it was a preſcription of his medical 


attendant's, but ſhe hoped not unpalatable. 


He aſſured her it was very good. 


The fact was, the Marchioneſs was in poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſeveral excellent receipts, in which 
(having generally known them, when taken 


in time, to prove of ſervice) ſhe placed 


greater faith than in any mixtures prepared 
even at Apothecaries? Hall, and at all events 
ſhe knew that they could do no harm; but 
rather wiſhed her ſon ſhould ſuppoſe that he 


was conforming to his phyſician's orders, as 


- ſhe thought he would moſt likely have. A ; 


wo _—_ of 11 than her ſkill. 


1 he Marquis and ſhe had alſo agreed ta 7 

ſend for two of the moſt eminent gentlemen j 

of the F acul ty from London, that no means 
Ad 
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1. be left untried to fave this "newly re- 
ſtored, and almoſt idolized ſon. He roſe at 
the appointed time, and owing te his good 
night, happy proſpects, and perhaps in ſome 
degree to the reſtorative cordial he had been 
taking, he met his parents at breakfaſt in 
ſuch ſpirits, that Meredith declared he 
| looked much better than when he left 
Clifton. 55 8 


an, - 


Y 


Their meal being over, the Marquis, who 
rather wiſhed to lead to a continuation of his 
ſon's flory,. which he had many reaſons to 
ſuppoſe he had not brought down to the | 
preſent moment, ſaid— | 


\ 


But 5 RE Dr. 1b my, beloved 
Clement, is he ſtill reſident at Fairfield! od 

« He paid the debt of nature, Sir, laſt - 
autumn; the dear and natural friends, to 
whom I have been fo lately, and I may 
almoſt lay miraculouſly, reſtored, can alone 


make me amends for the loſs of him and my 
fill more beloved benefactreſs. Had ſhe 
"0 | „ lived, 


* 
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lived, ſuch was her partiality for your "Gar 
I ſhould moſt probably never have left 
e for T have much yet to tell you, 
my dear Sir; may 1 Ben cart Te” in- 
dulgence | * | 
Remember, my deareſt 98 were 1 
fo inclined (which I hope I need not aſſure 
you is far from being the caſe), I could have 
no right even to cenſure your paſt conduct. 
Since Mrs. Davenport” s death, you have been, 
and ever ſhall remain, totally,your own maſ- 
ter ;—if you think my advice or interference 
can be of ſervice, command them both ; 
confider me as one of your. beſt friends, but 
don't fancy that I have either the power or 
the inclination to controul your future con · 
duct. Your- maternal grandfather's eſtates 
were ſettled upon your mother and her beirs, 1 
male or female, who were, if they lived to 
become of age, to D put in poſſeſſion of a 
very confiderable part of his fortune at that 
period. Had you not been reſtored to US, 
they would have devolved, at your mother's 
7 to a diſtant NO of the "Ormond 


family, 


4 
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family. And need I tell you with what * 


joy I ſhall reſign my truſt? in addition to 


which, 1 mean unmediately to ſettle the one 
half of my own income upon you. Our 
Edwin i is one of us, therefore I make no 


ſcruple of «ſpeaking before him. 
.« Nor-ſhall I ever, my dear Sir, have any 


6 from the kind friend who firſt endea- 


voured to reconcile me with the world. 
But except it is neceſſary that I ſhould ' 
make a future diſpoſal of any part of my 


grandfather's property, let me requeſt that 
it may at preſent remain in your hands; and 
favour me with your advice reſpecting a wo- 


man, in whoſe keeping I have unfortunately. 
placed my honour—I once thought my hap- 
pineſs. Situated as I now am, perhaps 1 
might, though my heart revolts at the idea, 


force her to acknowledge thoſe engage- 


ments which ſhe means, I have every reaſon 
to believe, to deny ;—but without any far- 


ther preface, 1 will enter upon my ſtory, re 


lating, without reſerve, the commencement, 
progreſs, and, to all appearance, concluſion 


\ 
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| of my acquaintance wah . Madame de | 
Grand- Fw... ⁊ ĩͤ > 


\ 


wie. 
n 


The moment he en Grating, the. 


Marchionefs propoſed ſending for her grand- 


daughter, declaring that ſhe ſhould not be 


happy till ſhe was under her protection. 


The Marquis joined in the wiſh, obſerving 
that ſuch an acknowledgment would Sei 


tually filence thoſe buſy people who ſeemed 
inclined to fix a ſtigma upon her birth. As 
for her mother, he hardly knew what to ay: 


there was a bare poſſibility that ſhe was not 
ſo much to blame as ſhe appeared ; the 
Dubois's ſeemed very deſigning people. 
Situated as his ſon then was, he ſaw nothing 
blameable in his diſguiſe—it was a romantic 
notion, and many more young people had 


been attracted by the ſame impulſe ; beſides 
it certainly afforded him an opportunity of 
ſtudying the Baroneſs' 8 character, . to 
be obtained. 


! 


Qu, Hy oo! by res ls fs 


& — Q t= 


1 J > 
M.-.3 * ; 4 a * 1 * 
1 E 6 Js... 2 


„„ „„ i 
* 2 


\ l 4 8 Dr 


BLLESMERE: | 


Ba did not the blind God, wy dear 
Clement,” he continued, © prevent you TW 
from perceiving her faults > 1 can't acquit 


ber of imprudence, even before ſhe mar- 
ried nor you of an exceſs. of complaiſance 


in leaving every thing at her diſpoſal. If ſhe 


has abuſed your noble confidence, ſhe is in · 


deed unworthy your regret; this time alone 


muſt diſcover ; there is great reaſon to ſup- 


poſe that ſhe has neither done you, nor her 
daughter juſtice ; but if ſhe ſeeks her child, 
[ ſhall think that ſhe has ſuffered herſelf to 
be miſled by her artful friend. —You atted 


up to your principles in not aſſerting a claim 
which muſt, as you was then ſituated, have 


BS 


been attributed to intereſted motives. Still 
if ſhe comes not forward to claim her child, 


the matter muſt not reſt thus — for both 


: your ſakes it muſt be inveſtigated : you may 


have been made to appear as much to blame 8 


in Madame de Grand-Pre's eyes, as ſhe 


does in your's. What 1 is your A ay 


Albinia ? i Akt; 7 


4 pp | a 
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. Why, J can't acquit the RN of * 
ee deſi ign to deceive and miſlead 


the perſon who had given her. ſuch proofs 


of his diſintereſted love. She was her own 
miſtreſs—ſhe gave him her hand by her own 
free choice, and from- that moment ſhe re · 
gulated the conduct of both. She has great 


pride, that our ſon allows; of this her artful : 
confidant has taken advantage, and, I am 
afraid, has perſuaded her to take - ſome im- 
- prudent ſtep, which has put her totally in 


that deſigning woman's power; but, like 
you, my Lord, I think that ber cb 
requires inveſtigation.“ 

“ Undoubtedly,” ſaid Meredith; « by 


| heavens, had I been in Lord Elleſmere's 


place, that officious friend ſhould, ere now, 


have paid for her perfidy. I would have ſet 


the opinion of the world at nought in a caſe 
upon which my peace of mind ſo much de- 


pended. Either way, Madame de Grand- 


Pré is to blame; if ſhe has ſuffered heriolh, 
by the inftigations of her baſe: friend, to 
admit of any 1 againſt ; a man whom 


ſhe 


— 


— 


8 N 
* 


me muſt have been binde to have made 


her huſband, ſhe is childiſhly credulous, EE 
and can't be excuſed for not affording him 


an opportunity to juſtify himſelf. Much in 


the wrong as ſhe now appears to be, Tam 


certain your Lordlhip withes that ſhe could 
clear her conduct to your ſatisfaction. ? 

« She never can, Meredith,” replied. 
Clement, very warmly z © I have been will- 


ing to entertain theſe hopes, but 1 have long 


been convinced of their fallacy. As my fa. 
ther and mother both obſerve, Ithink, ſhould 


I recover, and I hope Iam in a. fair way of . 
regaining my reaſon, I ought to aſſert my: 


daughter's rights ; for her alone I have, for 
- fome time paſt, wiſhed to live—as, though 
too young to regret, I was afraid that ſhe 


might feel the loſs of her father. My pro: | 
ſpecs are now very different, and I ſhould 
be unpardonable were I to ſuffer the deſer- 


tion of an upprincipled woman any longer 


to affe& either my health or ſpirits ;—fituated 

as I was at the time, it was hardly exculable, 6 

but it was a very ſevere diſagpointment. — 
2 Le 
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Love Sad vanity, arifing from the heels, 
LE 1 had met with, as my father 
very juſtly remarked, had blinded me to the 


imperfections of the heroine of my romance; 


and to find my goddeſs a mere mortal, was 
truly mortiſying to my pride. But I am 
now convinced that every thing 1s for the 
beſt; and I can look back upon the paſt as 
upon an unpleaſant dream. from which Tam. 
Juſt awoke.” : 3 

« And we will 8 it from our oath 
for the preſent,” ſaid the Marquis, fecretly 
determining, ſhould his ſon fall a ſacrifice 
to the Baronels's duplicity, to make her 
ſeverely repent the baſe part which ſhe had 
acted, 

The "PR TLIY who thought it would 
contribute to his recovery, to have his daugh- 
ter near him, and who really longed to ſee 
her, again propoſed ſending for her. One of 


Her women ſhould ſet out immediately for 


Fairfield, —There was no need of that, 


Clement told her, as the: had got an excel- 


Tent 


8 IIS MIIE. 5 


* 


0 Don't t you mean the 4 man ok f 


took leave of you at the Glouceſter Coffee 
houſe ?” aſked Meredith. Ss 3 


„ The ſame; he was my attendant from: 
the moment my nurſe was diſmiſſed, and 


» 


not unfrequently my champion, mention- 
ing his fracas with the houſemaid . — Since 
Mrs. Davenport's death, he bas always had 
the management of my houſehold; and I 


know he will be overjoyed when he learns the | 


happy events of vente, 


Meredith declared that the old man's 
behaviour had more than any thing induced 
him to court bis friendſhip. 


The Mean 400 N both ex- 
Tree their impatience to ſee him, and 
 M 3 > deter- 


% * 


11 Swi nurſe ; he would therdfive # write s a gs 
few lines to an old favourite ſervant who had 
lived with Mrs. Davenport at the time he fell 
into her hands, to deſire that he would accom> 
pany the TR and d Jeanette to the caſtle. | 
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_ determination to reward him for his attack | 
ment to his maſter. -- Clement therefore 
wrote him a ſhort letter, which he diſpatch- 
ed by his groom, who was to travel poſt, 
and who departed with infinite exultation to 
inform his fellow-ſervants that their maſter 
was an Earl, | | 


[ . | IE bd : e | 7 
j Tur recent Mitester⸗ had, it may be 1 
$ ſuppoſed, rapidly circulated in the neigh- E 
'  bourhood of the caſtle. Lady Manſel, as C 
her ſon had foreſeen, viſited all her acquaint- 4 

ance in the morning, to aſſure them that t 

L 


ſhe had been particularly ſtruck with the _ 

reſemblance the Earl bore to his father and * 

mother, the night of her ns and to enu- 8 
merate 


merate the various inſtances of his refined 


politeneſs upon that occaſion. 7 - 4 


Mr. Parry thought the young man had 
been in double luck to bring ſo good an 
eſtate into the family; it having been al- 
ne reported thar he was a man of yery kgs 


\ 


— Hugh Parry wiſhed, if 15 died; that ne 


would make him his heir. 85 


4% Diana | Rochdale reldivet: to mile 
one effort to © btain ſuch a prize, and was 


equally as curious as her Welch acquaint-- | 


ance to ſee what alteration.a title had: made 
in his looks. and manners :—would he be 
proud, familiar, gay, or grave? was generally 
debated; and every one whO could take ſuch 
a liberty, determined to ſatisfy their curioſity | 


that very afternoon.—In conſequence df this 
wiſe determination, the family at the caſtle! | 


who were yet at ge were informed 


if 4 
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that Lady and Miſs Manſel were in a the 
uon. 


& I could very well have diſpenſed with 


this exceſs of politeneſs,” ſaid! the Mar- 


chioneſs, riſing to join them. 


They mean well, my dear,“ faid 8 


Marquis; © they are anxious to offer their 


congratulations, and intend, when they leaſt 
diſplay their. 9 ne to be ole | 


Civil.“ | I, 


« Your Lordſhip is ; always too chari- | 
table,” cried Meredith. I] place this early 
viſit ſolely to curioſity; they think my 


couſin muſt look, 3 and act differently 
now that he is a Lord. Don't gratify their 
predominant failing, Elleſmere, -by ſhewing 


them that you are juſt the ſame unaffected, 


_ WO: creature "ny were befo 


4 My ſon will FE 7 as he Sha, I 
hope,” ſaid the Marchioneſs ; © he may be 
amuſed, if not edified by the profuſion of 


compliments which will fall to his- ſhare. 
| Our 
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Our acighbours will find our pride 16 
if they perceive no difference in our Cle- 
ment; for, if he was but in good health, Þ: 


ſhould: look down wen, the greateſt, mo- 
narch. 


5 The Earl declared that it would be puniſu- 
ing himſelf not to join the party; they 


therefore all adjourned into the ſaloon, and 


liſtened with infinite patience to Lady 

Manſel's far-fetched compliments and cere- 
monious ſpeeches. Miſs Becky was not 
ſilent upon ſuch an occaſion; and if they did 
not excite Clement's mirth, they more than 
once heightened his colour by their fulſon e 

|  encomiums upon his perſon and n manners. 


| Meredith enjoyed” his i ind | 

hoped, in a whiſper, he meant to pay the 

fair Rebecca a few ſimilar compliments; 
| when, to his infinite relief, as Lady Manſel 


. - ſeemed determined to continue in the fame 


abſurd ſtrain, the Parry family, Lady Diana 
. Rochdale, and her aunt were announced; 


N „ the 


— 
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i 


the converſation, therefore, took rather a 
different turn, though every oblique method _ 
was taken 1 by Lady Diana to praiſe the Earl, 


> 


and diſplay her own talents... „„ 


> [ ' * 


The eee was au furpriſed # 
that a woman, who had ſeen ſo much of the 
world as ſhe preſumed her Ladyſhip had, 
mould bave fallen into the error of her 
Welch nEighbours ; ; but ſoon perceiving 
that ſhe was bent upon conqueſt, her wonder 
ceaſed, and ſhe could only admire her 281 | 


ſomption. ls 


„ o 5 


* tea, "FEE Mankel, who was par- 


ticularly anxious to ingratiate herſelf with . 
the Earl, took upon herſelf to preſcribe for 


his. health ; till the Marchioneſs reminded her 
that he was under the care of the firſt phy- 


ſician in Wales, and was not ſorry that the 
appearance of Sir Jeans ark a ſtop. to her 


5 nonſenſe. 


Sond 5 —_ 


3 


„ Ma wot we. Dt  & 


„* 22 | a 


As FRY as be bad taken a ber. de : 
_ „ : oo 


5 


« I did not mean to intrude upon you 
this evening, my Lord Marquis, as I thought 
(and ſo I told my mother and Beck) you would 5 
not want the company of ſtrangers for a 
week, having ſo many things to talk over 
with the Earl; and I was fool enough to 
fancy I had convinced them that they had 
better ſtay at home; when lo and behold ! _ 
while I went to Lanfreddew with. a dog, 

which I had promiſed my neighbour Grafton, | 
they gave me the ſlip. Had 1 expecled Its. 
I] would have taken off one of the coach- 
wheels, and have locked it up for a few 
days; but not knowing when you would be 
able to get rid of _ I came in ſearch of 
them.” 
+. ar Jeremy, 1 bludd for you? ald bis 
mother, looking round, as much as to fays | 
.you perceive we are not fingular, 
One fool makes many, is an old and 


a wiſe faying,” replied the Baronet 3 ; and 
1 e 
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to hivak i in upon a family party, only to ſee i 
if Lord Elleſmere walks upon bis feet or his 


head, may be very polite. But Mrs. Clere- 
mont, who underſtands the meaning of the 


word etiquette better than ſome folks Who, 
/. have it always in their mouths, affured me 


that ſhe ſhould think, were ſhe in Lord and 
Lady Ormond's place, ſuch early viſiters 
| very troubleſome gueſts. : 


| Lady Dy. ſmiled ſaperciliouſly, and the 
det continued to rally the whole party. 
Old Parry profeſſed that he bad been impa- 
tient to aſſure Lord and Lady Ormond how 
ſincerely he rejoiced that they had found 
their ſon, without being at the expence of 
Paying the promiſed reward. 


« Why, that was a piece of good Webs 
which had never yet entered my head, ſaid 
Meredith; « don't you think that I could | 
put in my claim, my Lord 1 \ 

« I really think you are entitled to it, » 


aid the Earl, 5 


Ormond ſincerely hoped, ſince their curioſity 


EN £2 BLLESMERE, | 6 253 
4 hen J hope you mean to 80 Sack | 
with me, Edwin,“ ſaid the Baronet, for 1 
had ſome hand in the buſineſs; and neigh- L 
bour Parry ought to have a ſhare, if it was 
only for his wile remark.” E : 
"Lady Manſel again exclaimed that 5 was | 
the rudeſt creature that- eyer exiſted ; and 
Lady Dy. hinted that ſhe had been pre- 
vailed upon to accompany the party which 
ſhe came with, ſimply to make her perſonal _ 
enquiries after the Earl's health; and was the 1 
firſt to rau reticing, 


The exit of the * 5 the party was as 


ee as their entre; and Ladx 


| had been gratified, that they would not again 
antrode n into their , 


The moment the groom reached Fairfield, 255 
the news he had brought got into circulation. £ 
Jeannette racked her brains for | 
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cried and laughed in a breath: they bad | 
both always thought that, their maſter was a 
man of conſequence, and the infant Maria 
was now my Lady at every word. ue 
groom, meanwhile, amuſed his friends with 
FE deſcription of his Lord's father's ſeat, not 
_ forgetting to enumerate the number of ſer- | 
vants he kept, the noble table, excellent 
ale, with every et cetera likely to increaſe 
his maſter's, and of courſe his. own conſe- 
QUENCE... | 


& 
Ld 


— - OA 2. — a, 


/ 


The ftory circulated with equal rapidity 
among the Watford tea-tables ; and ſome of Js 
the wiſeſt of the tribe of male and female 

goffips diſcovered that Mrs. Davenport had 
certainly been Lord Clantaſtle's miſtreſs, and 
had conni ved in his iniquitous plan. They 
no longer wondered that the had left her 
eſtate to the Earl—no, no, ſhe was generous | 
with other people's money ; and upon its 
| being obſerved that ſhe could not have been 
i U Gecaſion of the accident which had. 
thrown the Earl under her protection, they: 
found 


-— dot 
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found out that ſhe expected the child, and 
it was her calling to the coachman which nad, 
been the cauſe of the poor woman's death. 
Others, who choſe to refine 'upon. this 
ſtory, averred, that ſhe was going to Lon- 
don that very day to meet the ſtage-coach at 


the inn, and would have found ſome other =D 


occaſion for adopting the child, if the over- 
turn had not given her ſuch an excellent 


_ plea, 
In one point, however, they all agreed, 
namely, that the Earl of Elleſmere was one 
of the handſomeſt, politeſt, and moſt ele- 
gant young men in Great Britain: thoſe who 
had been moſt ſtudious to diſcover failings 
in Clement Davenport, were the moſt ex- 
travagant in their praiſes of the Earl; and 
every. one who had formerly converſed with 
him, choſe to addreſs their congratulations. 
to him in writing — Underſtanding | that 
Lady Maria Ormond was going into Wales, 5 
theſe precious epiſtles were committed to the 


care ol 1 who departed the following 5 
morning i 


256 8 BLLESMERT: | 


—— 


morning wih Jeannette and ber An, 


charge, the groom attending them as courier. 8 ©: 

| They travelled with the Earl's horſes upon fe 
the child's account, and Jeannette was de- e 
lighted with the reſnect which ſhe met with h 
the attendant of the young heireſs, © b 
- 3 > ; | 3 bes e 

During their journey, 9 whom b 


the Marquis had thought it neceſſary to | 
fummon, reached Tregony, and gave it as their 
opinion, after conſulting with their patient 
and his Welch medical attendaat, his con- 
„ ftitution was naturally ſo good, that he might : 
| get the better of his complaint pres 
| change of air, nouriſhing but light food, 
gentle exercife, and ſpending the a” "4 
winter in a warmer climate, would, they | 
ſcarcely doubted, enſure his recovery. 


et! © » = 


The . 3 | 
perſevere in her ſimple remedies, to which ſhe - 
greatly attributed the amendment in her J 
ſon's health. 5 | 
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ceeaſier to manage than the horſe which he 
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Meredith continued at the caſtle, and a 40. 5 e 15 
ü Hated the Earl in all his airings,” Who 
found his father s beautiful little poney mach; mal 


had brought into Wales; ; and ſoon began to 
be convinced that he could be very happy, 
even at a diſtance from the woman whom he 
had once ſo e adored. = 

The anivit of ah daugh ter was e 
* a ruſtic fete among the tenants. His 
mother, who thought her the moſt engaging 
- Child ſhe had ever ſeen, declared that ſhe 
would never henceforth loſe fight of her. 


The Marquis was not leſs delighted, and 
was particularly gratified by the attach- 
ment ſhe diſplayed for her father; as ſhe 
ſtruggled to go to him the moment ſhe 
caught ſight of him, and ſeemed to wiſh, 
” her infantine careſſes, to expreſs her 
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268 tens. 
Meredith qhiſerved to Lady Ormond, tht” 7 
the mother muſt be very handſome if he 
reſembled her daughter ; and acknowledged 
that he had never been ſo curious to ſee the 
moſt celebrated beauty, as to have a glimpſe 
of a woman capable of inſpiring ſuch a pat © 
ſion as his couſin ſeemed to have felt for his 
; wife, OY | „ e 
I ̃be arrival of the child created freth won- 
ders in the neighbourhood, who learned, 
with increaſing ſurprile, the ſtory which the | + 
Marquis choſe to have propagated, as it was 5 
ſtrictly adhering to truth, that the Earl | 1 
i was ſeparated from his wife. But then tze 
| motive which had cauſed it could not be x 
I  learned—an impenetrable myſtery, ſeemed, + 7 
1 as it literally did, to ee itſelf to the t 
moſt ſubtle enquiries. V 
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Wort William, no longer in fray, and 
with a very handſome annuity for life, was 1 
1 returned to Fairfield, where he was to con- f 


tinue to officiate as ſteward. „ 
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3 never left her young lady; 5 N 
* Earl's. valet, Mr. Watſon, was become 


2 man of too much conſequence to be queſ;, | 
- tioned by the ſervants of the neighbouring . 
gentry. Their maſters dared not undertake 
the taſk.— The groom and .poflillion who 
came from Fairfield, knew . there- 


fore could uy no one. 


But fince every Lads _ that his 
Lordſhip was married, Lady Diana pru- 
dently turned her thoughts towards Hugh 


Parry, and Mrs. Cleremont condeſcended 


to laugh ſometimes with, and more fre- 
quently at, Sir Jeremy Manſel, WAO was a 


conſtant viſiter at the caſtle; and rejoiced as 


much as any body at the viſible change for 


the better which the Earl's countenance diſ- 


played at the expiration of the firſt fort- 


night, though he did not gain ſtrength ſo 
faſt as his anxious parents had ventured to 


hope, and hM ſometimes returns of the 


faint. ITE which had ſo much alatmed 
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